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wich, Dublin, Edinburgh, &c. but to the more 


kin) in GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND, not omit- 


1 Aurhon, as Winni Paris re- mg 4 
* queſts permiſſion to dedicate his books, vor onLy 
to the Ladies and Gentlemen of the Theatres 
Royal Drury-Lane, Covent-Garden, Bath, Nor- 


extenſive range of every company now perſorm- 


ing (as brothers and ſiſters of the Sock and Buſ- 


ting his moſt gratef ul remembrance and thanks, 
to his particular kind FRIENDS of every degree, 
and to the PUBLIC at LARGE, and is with truth. 


= muck honoured and highly obliged. 


| humble ſervants. 


| | . 
| TREATRE-ROYAL, mo} | 
MARCH 1 7 1795 | 


TATE WILKINS SON. - bo 1 


N. B. The W of courſe withos: every. 
1 to his own Yorkſhire company, on 


_ whoſe fidelity and talents (aided by our ardent -_ EY i 


- endeavours for each other's proſperity) recipro- 
cal e is greatly. . and beer 
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, interwoven by our family comp. &, 3 like 
marriage, makes our connection not eafily de- 8 
ſtroyed, unleſs like modern diſagreements, re- 
l ſembling a faſhionable act of parliament, we with 
T mutual conſent agree to a divorce, and ſeparately _ 
mo ſteer er North, ſouth, eaſt, weſt; far as the poles | 
M8fſſſunder. As Foigard fry F By mY ſhouh a | 
WE « very Prove ee 


IDEE 
ro THE REVIEWERS; 


1 55 PARTICULARLY ro TRE AvTRORS 51 e 9 


* 


Tur ANALYTICAL, THE KS. oi . i 


„„ 30G PEER: MONTHLY REVIEWS. 


& \ 
1a 1 * \ 8 
0 42 — F p 
= PIR Ree _ ) : 
LY — ter = . — — 
nn 8 9 3 ; : 


GENTLEMEN, E 
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1 2 it is too true, MIN e 8 


manifoldly accuſed in broad- faced day of moſt 


glaring ingratitude, and every breach of good man- 
ners, did I not wrth the utmoſt ſincerity thank you 
for your lenity, notice, and kindneſs in your well 
pointed obſervations, by which I thought my- _ 
ſelf then much honoured, and did not feel very 


inſignificant when I made the pleaſant. peruſal ; 


particularly when I reflected, how I might have 
been treated by your tickling rods of wit, juſtice, 
and ſeverity, had you been ſo inclined to inflict. ' 
T rather at this moment feel fearful of your frowns 


and a dE at my again uprearingmyhead: 


abſolution for ſin, too frequently creates inclina- 


tion, and encouragement in a fluctuating mind to 
de languiſhing at fin again. But previous to my 


once more falling into natural error, I ſhould ſtand 
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el. and indeed, gentlemen, only e 
nm me this once, and I never, no never will do ſo 
any more: and conſider have ſtrong pleas, the : 
5 1 being an elderly gentleman, and a "youthful author. © 
S- Here and there, however, I flatter myſelf I ſhall 
E] © furniſh ſome anecdotes that will be favoured with 
| your reception. I hint that by way of a bribe, 
and make my eſcape like many great heroes when 
in real danger. And being well aware that I am 
here ſpeaking to men of ſeience, I will be ſure to 
have ſome little ſenſe by purloining from our favou- 
rite bard, with which I will conclude my l | 
as thus, — Good Sirs, do not uſe me according to my de- 
ferts; Oh, no! be more noble, and ufe me much better: 
for, as Hamlet ſays, «uſe every man according ts 
His deſert, and who ſball *ſcape avhipping ?”* No, Sint, | 
" Tp me after your own honour and dignity.” The 
gy. os e e ee e ee i 


"x am, Gentlemen, 5 : 1 
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I AM of fo little importance, either to the great 
or to the little world, that I muſt ſubmiſſively beg 


permiſſion to inform thoſe readers who honour me 


with a peruſal, that the work now before them i is 
a kind of ſequel to my Memoirs publiſhed in 1 791, 


and has 8 . wary into practice for theſe laſt two 
ed on in the aua mages ng 


3 


1 have (from indiſpenſible neceſſity) been abſent 


from Vork, on my various round of annual cir- 


cuit, which of courſe occaſioned a delay of the 


work, by the receiving the proof - ſheets from the - 


printers, and then: remitting them back; ſeveral 


errors in the 


been on the ſpot: Even a regular m 


which would not otherwiſe have happened had 1 


ase da de ee from en inconvenient Si 


eee out of the 1 5 


ent have like wiſe crept in, 
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[ viii . PREFACE. | Do 5 
. at Vork, I had play-bills to | aft my re- 


1 in this important work, but they were 
too voluminous to take from home with me; 
therefore when not having thoſe aids by me at 


Leeds, Hull, Kc. and no regular notes, rules, or 


mode whatever to aſſiſt me, (when exploring my 
brain) I was under the neceſſity of having recourſe 
to memory; which will be eafily perceived by 
my frequently bringing in an account of many 
tragic as well as comic tranſactions at the latter 

part of a theatrical campaign, which ſhould have 
been placed at the firſt; nor needs there any ghoſt 
to point out ee innumerable faults n errors. 


. 


, nge inſerted in the Memoirs, may be ſi u- / 
perior as to developement of character, b 
they were of a more dignified notice for an el- 

derly critic than many here connected in the] pre- 
fent undertaking; though i in this laſt production, | 

I think they are more various, and in my own 

: incoherent and fantaſtical diſpoſition, hope hey 
will appear not leſs volatile and whimſical. ' Vet 
1 muſt admit, that my eagerneſs and knowledge, 
as to their theatrical fame, appeared to me, as of 4 
more conſequence for the reading critics. of forty 

8 years 290: às a proof, I have never heard my 

rtraiti of the great luminaries Garrick, Foote, and 
their opponents, Whitfheld and Weſley, contra- 


5 tt but 1 in general e and I muſt. re- 


1 


ah ad as nw. ER my: y rſt e W - 


At obſe Ve 5 


marks that thoſe Portraits are a 8 and ſpeci- 


men of my former mimicry; for a writer af eru- 
dition may write an elegant deſcription of man- 


kind; but unleſs he poſſeſſes a trait of whim and ; 


humour, he never will create laughter; and laugh- 
ter 18 worth its Price? ea, as . Banne 
wrote -- | 


«It 


row wy gauntlet to the critic race: ; 
„„ (Throws 1 
6e e bold Grecians, meet me face to face! 
« Come forth, ye men of learning, at my call! 
* Learning ! à /itHle feelings worth it all! | 


60 And you of taſte and faſhion I defy! 


"OO (Throws down — 


et Bur hold—you hate the Greek as much as I. 955 


In favour oF my reer new Ved bition Ie can 


only fay, that it is much better calculated for 
modern readers, either in Great Britain or Ireland, 
and more particularly ſo for the Yorkſhire theatri- 
cal amateurs, whether old or young, than my 
Memoirs were; and T think, taken for all in 
all, muſt here and there occaſion a chuckle of en- 

tertainment, though peradventure not command 
approbation. I muſt, however, in many places 
plead for forgiveneſs, where a puniſhment ſhould 


perhaps, (or without any haps at all) "with the 


ſtricteſt propriety, be inflifted. Before 1 con- 
clude this harangue, I will by way of alluſion, 
ſubmiſſively inſert a few lines from Mr. Foote's 
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7 beter! P Paragraph as a d ol conolubre, Pa- 


The nals Poa a « Laſts 3 Ix went 
«to viſit a Peer, for I knows Peers, and Peers 
& nod me. Quoth his Lordſhip to me, Mer. 
Paragraph, with reſpect to your Journal, I wiſh 
te that your paper was whiter, or your ink was 
4 blacker : Quoth I to the Peer, by way of reply, 
“J hope you will own there is enough for the 
money. His Lordſhip was pleaſ- ed to 12 I 
« Was en a pretty e he, he 5 


What I mean to 1 ht the 1 gur 
tion, is, to inform the Engliſh reader, that a 
large print of long-eſtabliſhed fame, The Dub- 
lin Journal,” which afforded amazing profit to the 
proprietor, George Faulkener, from the emoly- 


ments ariſing from the numberleſs advertiſements, 


ing, that neither having chapters nor index, 


yet to the purchaſer the only expence was a fraß, 
(in England termed a halfpenny). - 80 I, like m. 
friend Peter, am eager to gain favour by inſinuat- 


- which my time and patience would not permit; I 
hope your honours will be pleaſed to allow, that 
(with - all my. ambiguity. and airvaltle e 57 
there is ENOUGH for the muy... oy 


I muſt here perulig vely Rop the Jl? to 5 
Lim p that Thad = e asa DEDICATION, 


ID 


— 


and is) moſt juſtly due for to that gentleman's 
any acts of friendſhip, I ſtand more ſuperiorly 
ndebted, than to any other, perſon ; 3 but Mr. Wil- 


de forgot, but requeſted to accept a few words to 


ours he has conferred on my [en 


eee 


3 


c feed and clothe me. 1 am, 


bf” 


ory Tali ph: he did in his Memoirs) offer his 
lne thanks to Mr. Swalwell, for his unremitting 


or we Ire 


. | PREFACE. . 5 = : | 
w_— Dow hon, to Mr. Wilfon of Yak” a0 was, 


on from motives of delicacy, begged to decline 
hat I thought only the tribute of truth ——Our 
utual friend, Mr. Suttell of York, muſt not here 


ure him, I am truly ſenſible of the many fa- ; 5 


And now "ith all my a ERAS my head. "= 1 5 
iſhing for a continuance of 5 —_ 8 lab} | 


The public's, _ _ 3 „ 
| Faithful obedient «ferrant, — 
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Sh — 267. — * eee 
Ia me my Father! ( Enibaſſaftic. 


— — 8 — 6, reads Thy father, idle railer!— 


| Wbat's thy meaning! ( Alarm d.) 
— 3 169. — | . read, hour is come. 
Vor. II. — 24. — 7. read, from Thurſday the 1 5th. 
. 25, — 1g, read, ſammonſed on ee, 
Vou- LIE, mon. 737 — 26, read, how: maſfÞ I grin. . 
— 33. — I, read, anch „tb of, Nos 
— 196, laſt line, Prig of Rant. 


* 


vor. IV. - — 32, line 11, a Fe . 
i. — a, but yen did not. 8 : 
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5 nor wr Giardies is 57 name of the 3 whoperſorn at York, 
5 as leader at the Rooms (and now living); Guagdagni was the 
Jams of the finger at Drury-Lane i in 1755. Geordani was ther 1 


of Spiletta, who performed at Covent - Gar den Theatre 7 
Geordani is likewiſe the name of an eminent gempoſer now ; 
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WANDERING PATENTEE. 
. 1 : = xt EN 5 . . 1 - Hy . 8 1 


jaſtic. 8 

* 88 can come. of 33 8 
1 d. where there's nothing in, there's nothing can „ 
885 come out: Therefore not deviſing means how . © - Mi 


5th. poſſibly to take any root with the public opinion 
lays” from my head .of emptineſs, IJ am puzzled how ' WM 
do obtrude this ſyllabub, frothy kind of a know: ũß 
ledge on the public, as toa beginning. For ev 9 
/ [| when Mr. Brinſſey Sheridan wrote a play, he _ 
OP might have found it difficult to pleaſe himſelf 
with a prologue for the uſhering i in his favourite 

5 child with the grace of effect to its . 
I Tf ſuch a ſuppoſition be true, what then muſt I 
_ feel, who neither poſſeſs good wine nor good 
buſh, and know not how to inſinuate o far as to 
obtain good opinion to excuſe my re: viſit to the 
public, ſo ſoon after obtaining lenity, with gra- 
cious 8 and laughable reception of my Me- 
moirs? It may be too probable, that that lenity 1 
may have conſtrued into praiſe and this miſtake 
may have led me into being bold, conceited, 
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nt dent, and daring ; which are not uncommon 


qualities, but generally accompany the ignorant 
and the unfeeling: for upſtarts, to ſupport their 


| ſtation, cancel at once all obligation. In truth, 
had I not burſt thus eaſy and unexpected on the 
public, without any foundation for aſſuring my- 


ſelf welcome, my purpoſe (perhaps to my credit) 
had been blunted, and rendered entirely abortive, 


if delay had hung upon it like a froft to have 
nipped and blaſted all my faculties: The which 


ſaid faculties I perceive do decay, and indeed my 


Precious eyes ſo much in this purſuit, that had 


I deferred it to any future period, * ſhould never 


have been able to have proceeded in the attempt. But 


I dare aſſure the world and my friends, if they will 


forgive me this time, I never will do ſo any more, 


nor preſume, as Mr. Buſy Body, to be trouble- 


ſome, and offer any book of mine to the public in 


future. I neither expect fame nor gain, and only 


beg permiſſion to ſlide this publication, hiftory, or 


ſtage journal, not as Memoirs, but in character 
a8 the W ANDERING PATENTEE. 1 will introduce a 


variety of ſketches, incidents, anecdotes, and nile 
dramatic adventures, that will, 1 hope, not only 


amuſe, but in point of chronology, be often ſatif= 
factory and uſeful to ſome preſent and future 


theatrical virtuoſo, and particularly ſo to a 
© Yorkſhire Rags viſitant. Ido declare ee 


JJ co gr og 


chat in my former undertaking, 1 had not any 


notes or copied directions; as the firſt ſheets of 
that work were ſent to the preſs from my own 
paw, and many paſſages in what I had ſent to be 
tranſcribed I could not for the ſoul of me 
make out myſelf: But I have to this work a. 


more regular aſſiſtant than memory, as to the 


material article of the dates; for my books and 
bills from 1766, I have in general to refer to; an 


advantage that my Memoirs had only here and 
there accidentally to rely on for information: E 


a lucky point, which will make me ſteer more 
right in that reſpect, in ſpite of my own inevita= 


ble blundering, and will give me ſome title for 


my being honoured with a place in a theatrical 


ſtudy; and if not in a glaſs-caſe, muſt reſt con- 
tented with a duſty ſhelf. I conſole myſelf, how- 


ever awkward and difficult J feel at making a 


proper beginning, that it is ſtrange, ay, paſſing 
ſtrange, that from the firſt to the loweſt claſs of 


gentlemen on the ſtage, however bleſſed many 
of them may have been and are, with talents 
and education, yet from the time of Betterton 


to the preſent day, I grieve to note, (Colley Cibber 
excepted) we cannot boaſt one actor as a ſterling 


capital writer of plays, by any means equal to 


thoſe written by gentlemen quite unaccuſtomed to 


the ſtage . which thould Ty 
„ TT B 8 
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give great weight, and preponderate oh in fa. g 
vour of the player as a proficient /in' ſtage exits 
and entrances: Yet Betterton's plays had better 
never have been printed; for his credit as an au- 
thor does not entitle him to the cloſet, or a 
niche in our memories: For his “ Amo- 
rous Widow,“ and his alterations of „“ Shake- 
ſpear's Macbeth, had better remain {lent as 
his grave; for, if explored, they will not lead the 
modern reader into a belief that he deſerved the 
appellation of Roſcius. And it is remarkable, that 
Mr. Garrick, with his great knowledge of che art, 
(certainly beyond any other actor) yet made 5 
a very. middle- rate figure as an author. = 
'T do not intentionally mean -to - depreciate t e 
talents of that truly great little man; his pro- 
logues and epilogues were excellent, various, en- 
tertaining, and full of point; yet when thoſe tri- 
Mes may hereafter be reſorted to for half an h6ur 
to kill time, his“ Miſs in her Teens, Lying 
Valet,“ and © Lethe,“ will be ſunk in his own 
River Styx; ; and as to ſound reputation, they will 
be as little regarded on the ſtage, and as much for- 
Een as Mr. Foote's Orators, Taſte, Knights, &c. 
That Mr. Foote's pieces were neat traits, and 
of a peculiar excellence in the years 1740, 1750, 
to 1780, cannot be denied, and will, I dare ſay, 
be readily admitted by every lover of wit and 
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| whim: But I mean that the dramatic works of 
- thoſe two luminaries: of the Engliſh: ſtage will 


be barely recollected, when Cibber's Provok'd 
Huſband,” and Mr. Sheridan's “ School for 


Scandal,“ will be alive to the end of the world; 
that is, provided common ſenfe and printing exiſt 


to that awful moment, and that theatres are pre- 


i ſerved and held in worthy eſtimation, ſo as to 


hold the mirror up to Nature. Indeed to retire 


back with Father Time, inſtead of advancing, 


and take a peep at Shakeſpear, the actors of his 


day, and even the preſent race of actors, might 
boaſt (without a fear of contradiction: in their 
annals) that no leſs a genius than Shakeſpear was 
of their fraternity: But JLreally ſuſpect he was not 
A good actor, for whatever debauched idle cultoms _ 
and manners of ſtage ſtrut might have prevailed | 
with obſtinate performers, who heeded not his 
Hamlets leſſon then, any more than many wiſe- 
acres do now, yet. there: exiſts an inconteftible 
proof, that the performers of Shakeſpear's days 
vere by no means deſtitute of ſtage knowledge and 


effect; which will be evident to the reader's ob- 
 Eexvation by the remark, that Ophelia's ſongs were 
never honoured by the aſſiſtance of any eminent 


compoſer of that time or the preſent: The ſame 


tunes have all been imbibed and communicated 
traditionally Frogs that to the enen e * 
BH % GN 
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the en means of one actreſs conveying the. 
other, from recollection only. And they are ſo. 
Happily conceived, that no ſupercilious attempt 
has been profanely offered to ſpoil what cannot 
de bettered. Nor do I conjecture that a Handel 
or a Haydn could have made them more elegantly 
ſimple or ſuperior for the allotted purpoſe, than 
a8 they have ſtood unadulterated from their be- 
ginning to the preſent hour, notwithſtanding the 
rapid improvement made by muſical amateurs in 
this age of crotchets and quavers. Tho Shake- 
Jpear was not done ſtrict juſtice to as an 
author in his own time, ſtill it is apparent that 
he ever was conſidered as a wonderful poet, 
even by his enemies and cotemporaries of his. 


own days; for every actor knows the advantage 


of being the original, and pleaſing on the firſt 
impreſſion to ſuch a degree, if the part is a good 

one, as makes it difficult perhaps for a ſuperior 5 
player to efface the effects of the original. And 
had he then known how to enforce the ſpectators 
on the firſt night of repreſentation, as a Henry 

the VIII. an Othello, a Hamlet, a Falſtaff, a 
Juſtice Shallow, or a Sir Andrew e 
Nature would ſo have prevailed, and forced 

— is ſoul ſo to his own conceit, 


That from her ee all his het wu: bare 
warm 3 


And guilty creatures crting at a play, 
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Would, by the very cunning of his ſcene, 
Been truck ſo to the ſoul, that preſently. 
They would have proclaim'd their maleſaGtions 
For murder, tho? it has no tongue, 
Will ſpeak with moſt miraculous organs. 


T urge this for one forcible reaſon, (in my 


humble opinion) which is, that the grand umpire 


of critics, when Shakeſpear exiſted, muſt have 


eonceiyed: ſtronger notions of a Henry the VIII. 


nd other hiſtorical characters of thoſe times, than 
we an do now, when all connexion and kindred 
are loſt and baniſhed, with only a ſerap of hiſtory 


for us to believe the legendary tales we are told at 


the fancy of the party-partial writer, whether in 


white or black characters, as ſuited his humour, 


intereſt, or caprice the beſt. Therefore I naturally 
conclude,, had his ſtage efforts been of a moderate 
degree, his judges muſt, from conviction, have 


pronounced him an actor of ability; tho per- a 


haps not equal to. their firſt-rate of thoſe times. 


| Conſequently, theſe obſervations have naturally 


inclined me to conjecture, that allowing the im- 

mortal Shakeſpear as a laſting honour to his 
country, to the ſtage, and to the civilized world at 
large, yet Nature Certainly had denied him as an 


actor, either pre-eminence or equality with his 


brethren who then acted his plays; becauſe ſter- 


| ling merit, nature, and novelty of characters, 
muſt have eſtabliſhed him in public opinion. 


- : 
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| ” Perhaps (or without any perhaps at all) it is very | 
| lucky it was ſo: For could he have indulged him- 
ſelf with acting all the firſt parts, with his ex- 

panſe of thought as an actor, and that he had only 
| attained half of his unmatched comprehenſion as 
a writer, it might ſo have warped his judgment 


and better genius, that the unrivalled writings 
no conveyed to us from his admirable pen, had 


moſt probably been loſt with his love of ſtage- 
. dyings, ſwords, and daggers, and Shakeſpear never 

more been heard of. If ſo, we may truly con- 
clude, that © all is for the beſt ;” for, tho? the 
actor be dead, Shakeſpear's fire till burns with the 
utmoſt purity, and reigns triumphant in our hearts 
and minds, and will be piouſly tranſmitted to our 
children, and beyond doubt to lateſt poſterity. 
Now, if difliculties have prevented ſuch emi- 
nent perſons as J have been mentioning from at- 
taining laurels; and that Betterton, Booth, Wilks, 


— Barry, Woodward, Thomas Sheridan, John Kem- 


ble, and a long train of excellent and well- 
approved great actors, did not ſucceed in dramatic 
"writing, how can I by any means, with propriety, 
make an offering fit for the amuſement of the 
public; why I muſt ſtand excuſed, © as an old 
man will be talking,” and cannot ſtick to my 
point, but if in converſation, muſt wander, and 


Tus eee | 


* Y 


: Be waiting's at the Jar i fa ring grin, 1 
Wnen 1 ſhould ſhew the Oy Bien 


/ 


However, a8 1 vp not any ground to watt 


my reader's expectation, it will prevent diſap- 
pointment, and make a bad meal go down better, 
than where a delicious one is expected and no 


food appears; and my informing the inſpector, 


gentleman or lady, ' whichever of them is to 


travel over this bad ſoil, they will not-I hope ink 


with diſappointment, or be chagrined with a few 


ruts on the road. | Therefore prepare, reader, for 
what many will term a frivolous piece of buſineſs 
that will not bear a defence; z yet, that ſome ä 


charge may with great truth be alluded to, with 


juſt grounds, on matters of more importance, 
permit me to hint, how frequently the whole Lon- 


don world is agitated with ſtrong curioſity and 
heated expectation, when a new play is announced 
by a celebrated genius (or Mr. Novice) as the 
author; the Green Room report is aſcertained 
as full of approbation, admiration, and expecta- 
tion; it ic 40. with the full ſtrength of the company; 
and what is not to be expefted from the abilities of 


the writer, fuch actors, with the aid of painters, 


mercers, and the well-known liberality F the mana. 


ger woher a treat! yet when the Les of OY 
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COMES, it all ends i in being frivolous, abſurd, and in- 
bid; the birth and the death occur perhaps on 
the ſame night, without the pain of a lingering 
departure. Indeed ſomething too like what I 
have here mentioned has been often teſtified in 
the courſe of almoſt every theatrical ſeaſon; as. 
when the whole town was on tiptoe for Mrs. 
Jordan s New Comedy (as was the report); yet 
the firſt night it was frivolous—and. alas! poor 
Anna dropped like an unfortunate yaung lady's 
pad. - As tomy frivolous ſelf, I can only ſay to =o 
reader as the murderer des” to Macbeth, 1 
am a man.” —The reader like Macbeth replies, 
Ay, in the catalogue you go for man: 
As hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, ſpaniels, cure. 
. - Sloughs, water- rugs, and demi-wolves are * 
All by the name of dogs: the valued file 
Diſtinguiſhes the ſwift, the Glow, the ſubtle, 
The houſekeeper, the hunter; every one 
According to the gift which bounteous Nature: a 
Hlath in him clos'd4 whereby he does receive 
Particular addition from the bill „ 
That writes them all alike:— and ſo of mer: 
Now whether to judge from the above, and 
nt myſelf a puppy of ſpirit, or a ſully Aupid 
Bound, I cannot determine; but 1 will firſt try at 
a whimſical ſimilitude of fancy for men in their 
different degrees of action, genius, and compre- 
henſion, by attempting a viſionary compariſon, 


which has juſt now ſtruck my aircaſtle i imagination · 


1 - 
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g 5 1. Par e. . The higheſt pitch of human 5 
1 1 5 e and underſtanding.” 


in: 2. Great rength of genius, vith „ 4 
as. Co many ſhining qualities, WE 


et . Far, 3. Lively, ſenſible, and entertain- 


78 4. Cbangealu. 4. Whimſical „ 
he ALAng with faults and foibles, full 
1 „„ - of errors, very impatient, with 

£44 EE aa. EE Oo le IAN WE ab at ou” 


1s, 2. Ra _ . 5. * mind confiſting of 0 
3 OO 2 =» heavy, melancholy thoughts, 
155 . nmnauot making any allowances for 
Da the treſpaſſes and faults. of 
_ ethers, abounding with pride, 
ſpleen, and ſelf. importance. 
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©. Mach an. = 6; Full er thick coming fancy © 
e | . gloomy, hyſterical, and miſera. 
2 . 1 dle, fond of other's ruin, full 6 
pid 8 | neſs, ET 


Cr 
1 


. Stormy, 7. Overcome with 2 „ © 
= 222 2 Yavage cruelty, phrenſy, mur= 1 
— der, madneſs, and felf-deſtruce 
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| 05 have curſorily' caſt mine eye ever the mat⸗ : 
b ter I have ſet here before me for choice, and 
puppy-like, forſake the catalogue of the dogs for 
the more fanciful viſionary « one; and determine | 
on acting as a recruit under the applicable ap- 
ten of the fourth number that fifls up the 
regiment of the name of changeable; for if 1 
chooſe above it, I ſhall be drummed out as not fit | 
for ſervice. And tho' I may have choſen a com- 
- miſſion without general approbation, yet I think 
the liſts of the qualities allotted after No. 4, grow 
ſo much more worſe and worſe, that I dare not 
take the liberty to face my. readers with nothing 
but dull and bad qualities; and as many perſons 
gain attention from being well dreſſed, ſo I will put 5 
on my beſt accoutrements, and begin my con- 
verſation in as decent, ludicrous, tragical, comi- : 
cal, and farcical a manner as I am able in my 
real changeable character; and ſhall keep to the 
promiſe, which is, that T will be as various, . 
prolix, and tirefome, now and * as ths 
pate Or the weather, 5, 1 


© Bin da 


Bois my Wr i bins I will mention, | 
| thata ſtage life, ſubſiſting f in a public line, (how- 
ever exalted) muſt ever be liable to mortificas 
tion and inſult; of which thoſe who are hap= 
var bleſſed with a er fortune haye not , 
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leaſt 6 x ite may be a 2 
great man, and his emoluments may be bound- 
leſs and enviable, yet he muſt bear revilings, 


cenſures, and enmity, let him act as he will, 


right or wrong; *tis the fate of his place, and to 


thoſe irkſome inſults he muſt ſubmit. But as 


the ſun will ſometimes peep at the miniſter in 


his palace, ſo will he graciouſly ſometimes not 


only deign to peep, but occaſionally grant days 


of ſunſhine on the poor manager of a theatre. 


And as this i is a ſurpriſing fine day, and that Lam 
in health and ſpirits, I beg the reader will attend 


to me like a tale from the Arabian Nights“ En- 
tertainments, or allow me the idea of the being 
honoured. with the lady's or the gentleman's 
accompanying me through all my hair-breadth 
ſcapes and travels, with a full relation of many 
living and dead Princes and Princeſſes, and of 


every degree in the theatrical line, in the courſe 


of many years: And, if palatable, we will, reader, 
{et out this very hour on our journey, as in an 
air balloon,,: a poſt-chaiſe, or caravan. I will 
not have our roads impeded with a load of quota- 
tions, but only pop them on our imaginations 
now and then, when they may be apt and pithy; 
as in hot weather, when rain cannot be attained, 
ſome friendly contributors; for the pleaſure of the 
nit OR AC "oy wate cart to lay 
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tze duſt and refreſh the wearied traveller and. 
cheer his red hot, miſty, tired eyes. e a 


+ But owe Portia fys)—Tl tell thee any what 
device 
When Iam in my coach , which ſtays form us. 1 = 
At the park gate; and therefore haſte away, 
For we muſt meaſure many miles to- day. 


5 And now my patient (for fo you had 3 
and agreeable companion in a poſt-chaiſe (or 
whatever you like better)—ſmack! off we go! 

I take the liberty to introduce a kind of ſtage- 
journal, as Wandering Patentee; which to moſt 
perſons conneRed with the ftage, or to actors on 
or retired from the ſtage, may prove worthy 
peruſal, and even claim an hour's attention from 
| admirers of theatrical entertainments; as the glid- 
ing appearance of heroes and eee kings and 


3 eee eireumſtances by 

de read over with remembrance of pity, lau 

ter, and regret. As = thort bud prologue i 

borne with greater patience from the audience, 

than 2 long, tedious, indifferent ne—— 

| I will now attempt to preſent an dea bf the Yo! 
| theatre to che preſent inhabitants of: that t city, as 
to what ſtate it was in t tlie year 1 * 
The e ſpecimens will give a full view £ 
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to the. . and we cam boaſt ef ſuperior 
entertainment at preſent, _ | 
The following lines were wrote by Mr. Ro- ; 
| BERTSON in 1764, in a little piece entitled The 
Fragment,“ which cauſed much diſturbance in the 
minds of the players. The following lines were 
his trait of FRopsHAM, and tho? ſatirical, they 


, | are certainly whimſical, and worthy. the pery 
= With arms and tegs, outſtretched like a Pantine, 
| Lo! Frodſham roars or whiſpers through the ſcene; 5 
L | ; He rants, he ſplits the taſteleſs groundling s ears, 
T % And Herod's ſelf, out-heroded appears.“ 
$ ; Quaintly ridiculous his. ſtarts, his throes, - 
* His attitudes, his fing-ſong ah's! and oh's? 
＋ Nor like a man pours he his plaintive ſtrains, „ 
m But blubbers, ſchool-boy like, his love-ſick pains, > - 
4 And for his bread and butter loſt, complains. # 
” Obſerve his looks over one ſhoulder ſtray, 
Y, His arm extended points another way z. 
5 A mercer's rowl-ſtick, truncheon- like, he wielde, | 
24 Ana IS the hair-brain'd monarch of Movr-fields ;, 
* is robe with air affected he infolds, Fab 
_ And like a bear his dulcinea holds; 12 K. OE 
is He flaps her breath out with his rude embrace, 
be, While all the time he ſſobbers in her face; 
N Above mankind in his own mind he ſoars, 
wk _ Himifelf the idol he himſelf adores. © 
ck Oft coarſe-ſpun flattery proud, we oft may vies 
Frodſham amid a low-liv'd ſervile crews, . 
Creatures who, ſpaniel-like, his e te 4. * al | 2 = 


And to Sf one en rence . 
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- *Mong whom enthron'd he wields his critic rod, MO 


While gaping fools admire their wooden-god: N 


| Hence on the ſtage, ſpite of mock grandeur's 10 8 J- 
A taſte indelicate, and manners mean; 


# 5 * 


- Thoſe who with lepers herd, are ſeldom clean. : 


An account of Mr. Frodſham and Mrs. Dances. 


1 have given in my former annals, ſo will content | 
myſelf with ſtating how-the company was in the 
year 1766. Mrs. Dancer, late Mrs. Barry, gow ; 


Mrs. Crawford left York 1 in 18 17 58. by 
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"ir leans: recorded the means of my 7 cbt the 
chair, as diſtributer of juſtice, and the difficulties 8 
1 had to encounter from the obſtinacy of the per- 

+ formers, and the had cuſtoms that had rooted and 
were difficult to weed away; alſo my entrance 
as actor in Sir Archy, for the County Hoſpital, 
and conditions; all which being ſo trivial, 
may likely be forgotten by the reader, but to 

theſe who have or have not honoured my Me- 

moirs with a peruſal, I here refer them for in- 
formation: to iy momentous hiſtory.” 


8 | \ 


. ; 


Mr. enn was welt Made in perſon, a played* 
moſt of the principal characters; was related I 
belleve to the Keregan family by marriage, and 
by that ſtep, looked with wiſhing. and expecting 
eyes to mount the throne; and of courſe no 
friend (as may eaſily be ſuppoſed), to my uſurpa- 
tion, but a mortal foe. He was very awkward in 
deportment, entirely poſſeſſed of the old ſtrut and _ 
bounce, and was ever at the top of his voice. The 
followihy 3 is Mr. n $ 9 of Mr. and 
Mrs. „ 

Lo! Nature's direſt foe, King Grifp appears, 

l And with diſcordance vile torments our ears; 
The ſignal cue when giv'n, the machine 1 moves, 

I ſtrikes the ſame whether it chides or loves; 3 
An octave higher always than the reſt; | J. 
| Sweet harmony ne'er touch'd that callous breaſt, . 
= A Wogan Pour Automaton at beſt ; 3 


| In vain ſhe twines, writhes, jerks, the hag ſtill glar 
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JE With toes turn'di in, Ae cock'd; hen) want 
I. ſcolds, nay whiſpers always in a rant + | EN 
Ended the ſpeech, fix'd to the ſpot. it 3 . 
Till cue-ſtruck, once again it lifts its hands 
Deaf to the anguiſh of a wounded heart, 
Automaton can but repeat its part: 


Ve gods! that ſuch a hump ſhould ber engage, 


Jo quit the plough, and vilify the ſtage; _ 
Hence with th' unfeeling, bawling, Mn block, 

He's only fit to cry—paf# twelve o'clock. _ 
In one tone he can mouth, growl, rant, 00 roar, 15 
And make flat nonſenſe, what was ſenſe before: 

His royal ſpouſe, that wither d, antique dame, 
Murders the youthful parts; oh, ſhame! ſhame {ſhame 7 
Patches and paint in vain their aid ſupply, _ ; 

The old crack d wall, tho varniſh'd o'er, we ſpy 3 
To age, tho' rev'rence and reſpect is du, ö 
An old coquette we nauſeate when we vier: 


C. 


And thro' the flimſey Four old A appears. 


Mrs. Cxisr, neat in dreſs to a degree, ind e 0 
2 genteel made woman, but quavered her tragedy i in 
imitation, as I was told, of Mrs, Porter; who. the 
we read much of as a good actreſs, and ſome- 
times ſtriking, yet had great peculiarities- 80 
Mr. and Mrs. Criſp brought their odditie: 
London, where ſometimes all is not right, t though 
many of the performers there look with con- 
_ tempt from their theatrical palace on our little 


5. 


from 


avg retreats ——Mr. * had been * at 


G 8 1 and was 1 50 Mr. Git. 7 
fard, whoſe ſon is. now living with. great credit 
aid, retired to Southampton. 5 
Mrs. Criſp, as Miſs Tollet, ated ti ne 
years in under characters at Drury-lane, where 
ſeeing Mrs. Porter as the reigning queen of thoſe 
boards, Miſs framed herſelf on the faults of that 
actreſs: An error we on the ſtage are too often 
apt to fall into. They lived in great eredit and 
were much eſteemed by ſeveral worthy perſons. 
at York, Hull, and Newcaſtle. Mr. Criſp * 
after a ſevere and tedious illneſs at York, in Feb. 
1768. Mrs. Criſp departed. this life, 1 782.— 
She was a pattern for actreſſes as to neatneſs and ; 
propriety of behaviour. . : 955 
She dreſſed the N urſe, in 3 . Tad. 
better than any perſon E can reeollect not for- 
getting Mrs. Macklin, Mrs. James, and Mrs. 
Pitt; —the laſt has nurſed many Juliets)—She 
was fo habituated to ſing her ſpeaking with ſuch. 
a monotony, that ſhe could not, if accident inter- 
vened, extricate herſelf with any advantage. 
She was very attentive, and knew her author 
well, but to give an idea of her manner muſt be 
to mention my reviving the play of King John 
Queen Elinor obſerves, & Son, liſt to France; join 


his conjunction: But inſtead of ſpeaking the line 


following, the unfortunately was imperfect, and 
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43.4 . e in the ſame ſwelling tone, in high 
wm blank verſe——© Mr. Wilkinſon, vo oy go on, 
So on! I cannot ſpeak a word more. 
Jo more anecdotes I will preſent: the reader | 
with: When our tragedy queen, or Dame Criſp, | 
BY (call her which you pleaſe) was perſonating her 
. LE Majeſty of Denmark, and entering in grief on 
FE the death of Ophelia, ſhe exctatmed—* One woe 
Þ 0 Aͤth tread upon another's heels ſo faſt“ on the 
ſpeaking of which, her enormous hoop and long 
velvet train (ſuch were then uſed on the ſtage) 
caught faſt by the wing, and when half on, half W 
off the ſtage, ſhe thundered out with all the grief WW, 
of Denmark's Queen, . Stage-keeper,* my hoop ; 
{ 


iI, faſt! Lam di- treſſ-ed: As Grizzle ſays in Tom 
mwdhumb, Her Majeſty aw e Was in a 
8 Paſſion.” = | 
be following I was 80 a Py 855 
ſelf “ Oh !: Mr: Wilkinſon, my grief has been 
great. When viewing my dear Sammy on his 
death- bed . My deareſt Henny, (then ſays he) 
ee my relations have not behaved well to. me; | 
_ +» do not defire you to give them, or any friend 
4 whatever, arly* part of what I leave in money 
40 or effects.“ TO which requelt (like Peter ; 
Paragraph, by way of. reply)“ Sammy; (ſays T) D 
* do not diſtreſs yourſelf, Ido not mean to give ey 
hem any thing; for on che contrary. my dear cl 


BEEF. 2: : ; 4 : ; 
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my power. 
tho? his voice not very pleaſing either as a finger or 
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4 Sas Lintend to keep it all for myſelf: „ which! 
laſt line ſhe ſpoke moſt emphatically, and obeyed 
her promiſe with all the ſtrictneſs and duty of 


true conj jugal affection. I do not mean it 


| impropriety, - for King Criſp did not die in afflu- 
ence, but had ever r lived with pena and aca 


-In 5507 Mr. Totes e 6550 was an in- 
habitant of York) was in the company; a young 
man poſſeſſed of great induſtry, good behaviour, 
and integrity, and was getting forward in public 
eſteem, which J ſoon aſſiſted by every means in 
His perſon altogether was good, - 


ſpeaker, (for he was both) and like Sir Archy's 


obſervation in Squire Groom 80 Powell was 


at aw, frae the flea in the wee to me ele. 


phant in the foreſt? T“ : 

In the year 766 he had 1 ich a a M. | 
Woodcock's company at Wolverhampton, where 
he married Miſs Dolly Steward, firſt couſin to 


Miſs Elizabeth Wrotteſley, (daughter of the Rev. 


Sir Richard Wrotteſley, and niece to the Ducheſs 
of Bedford, and the Marquis of Stafford) who 


in the year 1769, was married to his Grace the 


Duke of Grafton. The player faſcinated the 
eyes of the young lady of faſhion, and ſhe 
eloped with the happy Powell. The mother was 


not of the moſt amiable diſpoſition, or very 
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ſtrongly attached. to parental i chateite 


it will not be a matter of ſurprife that the dif- 
_ carded her daughter, and * Let her down the 
wind to prey on fortune.” 'The only alternative 
and reſource the fond pair had, was the ſtage; 
which perhaps, ſecretly, was a ſtrong motive for 
her elopement. - She and her true-lover came to 


York and ſolicited an engagement; Mr. Baker 


gave him 13s. 6d. per week. However little 
that ſum may now ſeem, Mr. Robertſon (whoſe 
veracity I cannot doubt) aſſures me, when he 


played at Stratford-upon-Avon, zo. years ago, he 


Was well boarded and lodged for 48. per week. - 


Powell was found of great utility: Madam made 
her debut at York in the character of Hermione; 
a taſk far beyond her abilities, tho' ſhe had been 
trained with a liberal education, and her perſon 


was good, tall and remarkably well-made; but 
in the courſe df a little experience, high flown 


tragedy was not her forte. Fanny in the Maid of 


the Mill, Lady Ruſport, Lady Alton, and parts 
of that caſt ſhe promiſed to arrive at excellence in, 
For any ſtage. Where natural hearty laughter 
was neceſſary for the character, ſhe was in that 
point almoſt equal to the late and never to be 
forgotten Mrs. Clive: In the part of Nell, par- 
ticularly where ſhe tells Jobſon, ſhe is to keep 
a coach which character, though excellently 


Pe 
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38 5 . 
in the preſent day, yet Mrs. Clive in that 


paläge is not by any means ſurpaſſed of equalled. bi. 
But the lady I am treating of, from what cauſe _ | lt 
i 


I cannot gueſs, but am certain it was not for 
want of an affectionate huſband, for he was W 
blindly attached to her, and could not, or Would Is 
not, from falſe tenderneſs, obſerve or thwart her 3 | 


foibles: but forry am I to mention how the ſaid 
Mrs. amel in the Prime of . e wth: 
lep, ane | 


Her vapours to ſtill, | „„ 
Firſt granted her Fir . E 
And the quieting pra Fa was a dram, bode man? 
And the quieting draught was a drm. 


OS, 


Which praclice affected has. brain. to duch a de- 
gree, that ſhe was obliged to be under ſome little 
confinement at Bramham: She, however, (not- 
withſtanding every care) fell into that kind of 

upor and lack of her former ſenſibility, that her 
friends and the public rather wiſhed for, than 
egretted her departure from this life, Which | 
happened at Hull in the month of. November | - . ; 
1773. Even her loving mate, my friend Thomass 
Powell, bore the ſtroke like a philoſopher, and 
ubmitted with true Chriſtian patience, declaring 
1th all amiable love to his friends, that his dear 
Dolly never in his opinion looked. better than 
ter I; was dead, * 
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he continued with me a moſt faithful friend and 


Powell, like Dumourier, revolted and joined the 
royal ſtandard, where an act of parliament had 
graced the brows of Mattocks and Younger, who 
concluded, that with two ſuch towns as Liverpool 
and Mancheſter, Wied by patents, their for- 


* 
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he left me on being allured with the idea of 


an offer from an invader on part of Whiteley's 


took a nephew with him, William Powell, and 
had him taught muſic, in whith he made ſuch pro- 
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In order to give a more particular account of 
Mr. Powell, I will here acquaint the reader, that 


ſervant, ſo long as Saturday May 20, 1 775, when 


getting into managerial power (ſmelling: to one 
noſegay, like the two Kings of Brentford) with 
Mr. Whiteley, a genſus poſſeſſed of power and 
fame on the theatrical turf. But the connexion 


did not laſt long: Whiteley would not give up 


any part of his monarchy, for which Powell 
thirſted as eagerly, as Dives did for a drop of 
water from Lazarus to eool his tongue: 8o on 


dominions, in no leſs a town than Mancheſter, 


. bp oo i a RT er Le 


7 


tunes would be rapidly made. The faid Thomas 


ficiency as ſoon to obtain a vacant ſeat in the Man- 
cheſter 'Orcheſtre : He proved ſo good a young 
man, ſo aſſiduous, well behaved, and truſty, that 
Younger appointed him a higher ſituation as 


prompter, 3 5h 3 and when INE) Was engaged 
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Las years fince in Tandon „ a8 inſpedtor, he got 

him fixed at Drury-lane theatre, where he has 

behaved ſo well as to be honoured with the con- 

fidence - of Mr. Sheridan, Mr. King, and Mr. "my 

Kemble, and treated with reſpect by them all. - Ml 
1 wanted to purloin a ſingle line, I man „„ 

truſt to my own ingenuity, or aſk the aid of ſpies | 

on their government; for young Powell is tena- 
cious almoſt to a fault, and is as watchful as a 

1ynx over his employer's property. He has mar- 

ried the handſome Mrs. Farmer, now known to 

the public in London as Mrs. Powell; a very 

promiſing actreſs. When laſt I ſaw young Wil- 

liam, he ſeemed in an alarming ſtate of health, 

but J hope my fears were groundleſs, as he helps 

to aid and comfort his parents, who live with him. 

But I muſt not forget, on account of the nephew, 

to return to my friend Thomas Powell, whom I 

juſt now left with Mr. Younger at Mancheſter. 

He was ſo indefatigable, ſo ardent in his attention 

to Younger's welfare, as only could be equalled by 

an immoderate rage for acting; he was moreeager 

to make his-audience happy than they ſometimes - 

wiſhed. Younger was equally ſtage-bitten; even 

at London, be it remembered (previous to his laſt _ 

ſituation there) he never neglected, while at 

Covent-Garden „ on his annual benefit night, to 

treat his friends with a full ſight of his corpulent 

perſon; which in his proper e Was con- 7 
Volume L . 


not fill the theatre by his performances, yet he 


< ; 
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duced himſelf -on the boards to make himſelf 
happy, it generally was in ſomething of no leſs 
conſequence than Zanga, Qroonoko, &c. and he 
wondered, and never could find the reaſon why 
the theatre on ſuch nights was not well attended. 
But when manager at Mancheſter, if he could 


could make himſelf a perfect happy man, with 
a good dinner, a good ſupper, and a pocket full 
| of. fruit, almonds, raiſins, '&c.—He ever was 
munching and toiling inceflantly as to food, and 
in that point was moſt attentive and -arduous in 
the extreme, much more ſo than to Mammon, 
Who was to be the neceſſary procurer. The 
luxurious fatigues of the palate he would labou 
off in the evening, with repre enting to his friends 
and the public, Richard, Lear, or Bajazet, Fup- 
ported by his truſty officer, his friend in War 
and his friend in love—for Powell acted Jaffier 
to his Pierre, Oreſtes to his Pyrrhus, Tamerlane 
to his Bajazet, &c. They both having plenty of 
blank verſe characters, ſufficient not only 
ſatisfy but almoſt ſatiate a moderate love of lay- 
ing, and the one not cutting down the other by 
the burſts of thundering applauſe, or creating 
jealouſy” in the breaſts of either by a partiality 
from their auditors, as beſtowing the wreath of 
ee on the brow of 1 . or 6. 
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to preference. The true Honeſty, w vorth 
acl a principles, which as men * both 
poſſeſſed, occaſioned as honourable and perma- 
nent a friendſhip as perhaps ever exiſted.— 
Younger was remarkable for being firm in his at- 
tachment to any gentleman, lady, or dependent, 1 
or any perſon whatever, whom he wiſhed well, IJ 
or that he judged worthy his ſupport; and he hass , 
I believe, often hurt himſelf to ſerve others. He 
was ſo anxious for the welfare of Powell, that | 5 
the following admirable lines derne at that 2 ö | 
and time to my imagination: - 


Know too, by Nature's A 1 ; 
Of deep creation, atoms, ſyſtems, all 5 
Attract and are attracted; nor prevails the law „„ 
Alone in matter; foul MES with ſoul EY 
Aſpires to join, nor yet in ſouls alone, | 
In each idea it imbibes, is foand  _ _ 
The kind propenſity: And when they meet a7 
And grow familiar, various tho? their tribe 

Their tempers various, vow perpetual faith, 
That ſhould the world's disj ointed frame once more 
To Chaos yield the ſway, amid the wreck 

Their union ſhould ſurvive, with Roman warmth, | 
By facred hoſpitable laws endear'd, 5 
Should each idea recollett its friend — 1809 . 
Here then we fix, on this perennial . 5 : 
Erect thy lafcty, and defy. the form. | 7 | 


It ſeems unavoidable i in giving a ſketch of my 
You 8 85 to ſteer quite clear from = late m_ 
| | OY 2 
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friend Mr. Younger. - - Thoſe honeſt charaties 


went hand in hand, and were truly the Oreſtes 


and Pylades of the Mancheſter theatre : But time | 


that diſſolves all, and time that occaſions. friend- 
ſhips, coolneſs, forgetfulneſs, and even ſometimes 
enmities and likings we know not why, ſo it came 


to paſs, that Younger, not thinking his acting 
ſufficiently applauded in Lancaſhire, wiſely ; ac- 
cepted:the offer of prompter at Drury-lane thea- 
tre, leaving the country critics 0 live 5 in igno- 


rance, like ingrates. His faithful Powell proved 
himſelf worthy the attraction of the lovely fair- 


ones, by having ſet the boſom a⸗burning of a 
Mancheſter young lady, whoſe maiden name 1 
cannot juſt now recollect; ſhe confeſſed her 

paſſion, and was graciouſſy rewarded by his ac- 
cepting her hand, and leading her to the altar. 


Beſides the article of love, ſhe preſented our lucky 


Powell with a handſome fortune; z—he ſeemed 
now ſeated on a pinnacle of greatneſs; he felt 


himſelf a great actor on the ſtage, and A beloved 
rich man off;—he trod on air; and finding 


his ſtage appetite not worn out in any degree, 


like his friend Melanthus Younger, fired with 


ambition he was reſolved to gratify it to the fulleſt 
extent, by turning manager, purchaſing clothes, 


and forming a circuit of country towns; 
ſome of which he tock as general by means of 


| i others he n * nt and drove 
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ain petty nage —— and Nel Butbresd fol- 


diers before him. Thus far he flew before the 
wind; he judged money would beget money, 


but this ſtock, where he exhauſted his ſtares, ſo _ 
far from yielding cent. per. cent. proved a South-Sea- 


bubble. The ſunſhine fled, and ſudden ſtorm, tem- 


peſt, and famine, with floods of diſtreſs poured ” 
in from every quarter: He was quickly over- 


whelmed with misfortunes—Poverty, that grim 


| diſagreeable viſitant, was his conſtant companion, 
her gripe was faſt, ſhe would not quit her hold, 


but conveyed our Emperor Alexander from; jail 


to jail;. In jail, though he could not boaſt of his 


apartments, he might boaſt of full ſcope for his 
imagination; not only his great friends had long 


looked cold, but he was alſo neglected by the 
ſmall ones, who had baſked in his ſunſhine: He 
might aptly repeat. the. following thought: 8 


How like a priſor-is to a grave! When dead, we are 
With ſolemn pomp brought thither, and our heirs- 
(Maſking their joy in falſe.diſſembled tears 
Weep o'er the hearſe; but earth no ſooner covers 
The earth brought thither, but they turn away 


With IN WAR D SMILES, the dead no more remember d: EL 


Even ſo when enter d in a priſon. f 


One ſeaſon when his liberty at Ength « Was Y 


ſome lucky eircumſtance obtained, he was glad to 
be received by Mr. Yates for three ſummer 


months at Birmingham, whers he- Was- e £ 
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; contented to 80 on for 1 or any 7 menial 
* buſineſs the ſtage required; of courſe he ne- 
glected his perſon, but with all his misfortunes he 
never ſunk into deſpair or fuffered himſelf to be 
_ -guilty of a mean, unworthy, or diſhoneft action. 
_ Ul fate generally purſues the unfortunate, as one 

lucky ſtroke uſually leads to another, and often 

occaſions ſmall matters to riſe to greatneſs: 50 

woe begetting woe, 1s ſhocking even to reflect on. 

What muſt ſuch reflection make the tortured 
mind feel, when nearly plunged in fup} 

| a e miſery? Such was his lot for ſome years. 

Here however, the reader will be ſuddenly 
| feet ſed with a wheel of unexpected good for- 
tune; an inſtance that misfortune at length grew 

weary of her cruel inflitions on the worthy: 

For as Powell, when reduced to the utm Mt ex- 
tremities for common ſupport, (and after expe- 
riencing more real calamities than, as a Barba- 

roſſa, he had ſuf red 


7 eruelties,) Was walking with his wife a. noon 
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in the outſkirts of a village near Swanſea, 
in Wales, to make a dinner on air—not exer- 
cifing to procure a ſtomach,—at ſuch a moment, 
with his mind and heart' fraught with diſtreſs, 
the poſt- office boy, who that noon, in the 
month of May, 1789, was haſting to deliver his 
letters in that diſtrict, turned round and aſked if 


his name was Powell? Being. anſwered in the 


2 ho 3 . a Bü "requeſting o one 
ſhilling for the poſtage; the wife fumbled her 
pockets in vain, the poor actor fumbled- alſo, but 
with no more ſucceſs than his lady, not a fix=-* 
pence or even a penny was to be found in an 
ragged or diſconſolate corner; the lad inſiſted on 
the letter or pay, fbr fear of his maſter- Powell 
would not reſtore it, but full of ſhame, vexation, 
and diſtreſs, tore open the letter in the utmoſt 
confuſion; the wind: caught a ſlight piece of pa- 


per, and wafted it from the letter over their heads, 


which Powell purſued as a child does à butterfly; 


as ſoon as the pleaſing gale had wafted the pre- 
cious treaſure to a neighbouring hedge, Powell 
caught it eagerly, and held it faſt; z when lo, to : 


their wondering eyes, it was a bank note for 3ol.1: 


Recovered from ſuch agreeable ſenſations, as the 
reader will admit muſt be imagined, not attempted _ 
to be deſeribed, Powell and wife, with Lakes | 


ing and grateful hearts, explored the letter, to 


know to whom they were indebted for this trea- | 


fure, which in their then ſtate of penury was 


equal to a Twenty: Thouſand Pound Prize to thoſe. 


who are not neceſſitous. When to their aſtoniſh- 


ment, and almoſt beyond the bearing, the charm= 


ing lines informed them, the bank-bill was to 
bring them to Mancheſter immediately, to take 


poſſetich of 4 faxtune,” not leſs. thin EIK 
THOU — * left by a relation of ; 
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Mrs: Powell Sp who dying ſuddenly without: Hav- 
ing made his will, ſhe became the undiſputed 
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heir. Not the coronation of a king, not the 


_ vanity of an actor, loaded with applauſe, or a 


glorious conqueſt to a general, could ever have 


given more happy ſenſation to the human breaſt, 


than this ſudden change of fortune, as the tranſi- 


tion was immediate from the deepeſt diſtreſs, ſur- 
rounded by calamity, to that of wealth, attended 
by health and happineſs. He might ſing with 
| propriety a hymn to his god, and er, 1 
might chaunt i in character, 


68 Never let the noble mind deſpair.” 


The reader need not be told, that ths didn not 


| loſe time as to taking ſuch a pleaſant, unexpected 
journey, nor the ſecuring the money, &c. the 


late poſſeſſor had taken much pains to accumu- 


late; which good buſineſs being finiſhed, to their 


great ſatisfaction, they retired from the buſtle of 


Mancheſter and the great world, to the chimney- 


corner of life, and took a neat, ſmall, and com- 
modious dwelling, beautified by a little garden 


and a dimpling brook, in or near the delightful 
town of Worceſter : There the reader may now 
find them enjoying every comfort in a much 
more ſuperior degree than if they had not known 


calamity. To ſuch happineſs as this many of the 
great and affluent are ſtrangers, either in the 


FG 


** — 


* of courts. or at their country e 1 


cannot ſay but I envy honeſt Powell, and hope 


he will allow me to wiſh. for ſuch a ſituation, 
though I cannot expect ever to attain it; yet 1 


aſſure him I have no defire to leſſen his happineſs, 
but truly rejoice as his friend, that an honeſt 


man is, after all his teils, ſo worthily by the hand 
of Providence rewarded. So at Worceſter at 


preſent I leave him, with all that health and con- 3 


tentment I. have. here mentioned, which I hope 
he will long enjoy; and when we do meet, we 


will tell old tales, and laugh at gilded butter- 
flies, and will remember, with advantage, what 


feats we FOR done. at OC at TORE: and: ar 


— 


Next to Ce W Thomas Powell, * 1 


Mr. CrEswick. of the York. troop of 1767; 


ſimpering, ogling, inoffenſive character; a 3 


admirer of Himſelf. We. did not long. agree, 
he left me as a diſcarded actor in 1773, and from. 


that' period, by dint of induſtry, without talents, 


| he, to my aftoniſhment, got an exiſtence 'by 
his affiduity and perfevera:ce in giving ſtupid. 


lectures to the entertainment of no one but 


himſelf, and that ſaid perſon was gratified in 


the higheſt degree; 5 and what was ſtrange, he 


/ got pupils to learn a mode of pronunciation 


for hs 3 engage! It is true he did not 
26 V 
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Want a beende education, but was a bad ive „ 


He would read wold for world ; for Juperfluous, 
| ſupufluous, Ke. His firſt appearance in public 
was at Mr. Holland's benefit, in 1 758 the Beau 
in the Toy-Shop after that, previous to my 
meeting him at Edinburgh, and engaging him for 


the York theatre, he acted Beau Mordecai and 


ſome trifling characters at Covent-Garden, but 
not any with eſtimation, either in town or coun- 
try; he had alſo a very bad memory, and to make 


that worſe, was always e out of 9 9 : 


N W 585 . 


Milling ut n now are triviat 1 8 

Tis bronze alone makes heroes, wits, and . 3 
Bronze we call genius, ſpirit, liſe, and eaſe, 

And ignorance, well bronz d, is ſure to pleaſe: 7 

Nor need the actor mourn his brain of lead, 

If bronze, almighty bronze, his influence hed: 

*Tis bronze alone true taſte and worth affords, EE 

Makes butchers beaux commence, and tailors lords; 5 

Makes well - bred carpenters in buſkins tread, 

© And tonſors govern mighty realms for bread,” . 

on Dulneſs form, begot by Impudence, 5 N 8 | 

Of both his parents the true W es 

_ Ereſwick approaches; but alas, ſo dull, 5 . . 

So empty, though of ſelf fo very full; 2 EE, 

80 flatly pert, he tires our patience quite, 85 5 
We yawn, and wiſh the creature out of bist; 5 

Of vile r the” a worſt, 
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|| The boxes ogling with a ſaucy lear, 
He ſeems to ſay, with ſelf-applauding ſneer, a. 
Ladies, your moſt—What think ye? Did ye ever To 
.- | 40 Vas any thing ſo, handſome, ſmart, or clever Jͤö;— 
| And yet in archneſs ſhould ſome female own © © 
dé She loves,” be Kops, retreats, and pug is gone. 
The reputation's all, give that, and nen:; 
-  Dafaditlcaves the ſomething elſe n., 7 x 
| Others may raiſe our laughter or diſdain, 5 | 
But Creſwick's nanſcous impudence gi giyes Pein. 


_ died ſuddenly, when! teaching Lorne pu- 
E pils to hea ary laſt . 1792 . ay 
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ei wits Fe ws What thy gleaned as to . 
knowledge they are the beſt judges of, as they 
muſt know how far his lectures tended towards 
their Ne RG FP You a-e a ve-y impe-tinent 
man!. This expreſſion was not gutteral, but 
he was utterly deprived of eie 08 . 
letter Ne "pſp 1 P-onounce { the wWo-d has.” rey 
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In the liſt of that year Mr. '; was an actor 
in eſteem with the public; an unhappy tempered 
man, either on or off the ſtage; A ſelf-tormentor. 5 
He died i in the winter „ e 


FA * N RE , 55 X. 


5 Next marched Oran with flow labour'd pace, 
Right reverend air, and con ſequential face; L's 
His every look, word, motion, all declare = 1555 5 ; 


; b * hoſe en e 1 all pre-ſtudied were: = 
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Like syfiphus, he tolls the RE OR ſtone, | 1 
Like Syſiphus, he ſtill may roll it on; 1 
He toils, he moils, he labours up the hill, | 
| Strive as you pleaſe, poor man ! *Tis labour, labour ſtill. 
Nor roftrum whence to ſermonize mankind, 
| Nor 9 to thraſh 1 in was the ſtage deſi ign d! 


Mr. Lane who is now living, and: defirredly 
called Good Old Leng, came to the York company 
in the year 1756. His conduct through life has 
been ſuch as to merit the good wiſhes of the 


5 public. He was ſo fortunately unfortunate as to 


gain a fourth ſhare of a Twenty Thouſand Pound 


Prize in the Lottery of 1776-7; but when he came 
to claim his golden prize, the holder of the ticket 


made off, and left poor Leng to breakfaſt with 


What appetite he pleaſed. However he bore his 
; diſappointment as well as could be expected; and 
philoſophy it certainly required, when ſinking 


into the vale of years, with a proſpect of being 


independent for life, to have ſuch a bleſſing 
ſnatched from him when judged moſt ſecure, 


and which every reader muſt naturally feel and 
commiſerate. When he firſt came into the 
York company, he was termed Beau Leng, for 


though Frodſham was brilliant as to promiſe of 
abilities, and gained the ladies hearts on the ſtage, 


yet off the boards Beau Leng was the man for 


the ladies; for Frodſham” was ſlovenly and even 


dirty to a degree, the other came glaring in the 


vY 


THE WANDERING PATENTRE. = 


noob, day ſun, with a fierce gold laced hat, a 


flaming laced ſcarlet waiſtcoat, &c. and to this 


day he is ever clean, regular, and ereditable to 


| himſelf and his profeſſion. If he is not wanted 
till the farce, he is ſo attentive to the little he has 


to do, that he would be unhappy if not properly 


accoutred in character one hour at leaſt. befere 


the firſt muſic is called. Though he cannot boaſt 
of ſuperior abilities as an actor, yet he may boaſt 
of what does not always accompany brilliant 


talents, that is of a clear upright conſcience, and 
has no need to rub his hands, or have his ſleep 
diſturbed with crying— 


in * damned 285 
Out, out, I ſay!“ 

His wife was in the York company in 1 766, 
the year I began my York regency, as quoted in 


my hiſtory of hiſtories: She is of Iriſh growth; 


was then called Miſs Grainſby; did not feem to 
promiſe much, but ſhe ever declared ſhe never 


liked ducks, till they grew to be geeſe, or to go 


in a ferry-boat, unleſs the water was low, for if 


it were higher than it was yeſterday, it would cer- 


tainly flow ingo the boat and overſet it: However 


ſince Mr. Leng has manufactured her, ſhe has 
proved a very uſeful fubject to my rural domi- 
nions; and whenever ſhe is ill, I am anxious for 


her health, as in old ladies ſhe is the very Mrs. 
Webb of my Yorkſhire theatres, and plays ſeveral 


ee in tat, call. with much approbation | 


Et 


| . 
„„ 


- 


* 1 # y 
F 0 IHE ̃ ̃˙ wu ̃ wn. 5¹ꝛĩͤ ẽůÄ¹ũi ne — 
a. F „ IN yy 5s * — . 
vey : _ Rf — ep d PEERS — 2 ; 
VE pI e tle => A v 8 i OT 1 12 4 
n Lern r r 3 
N n N 


7 ot . : 
2 2 


FFF. ˙·²ĩ go — ˙rr A Ns ob 
mo — r Pp. my” wtf 2. On — 
. r 8 
r — Sz 25 
— 


_ * 
N 
e 
n 


— 


+ 
az 
af 9 
1 
1 
"$5 
” 
EIS » 
- 
r > 
#4: If” 
, - 
o 


— IV» mY 2 * 
n EI " — 85 * 
Bs ————ů —e — ay. 


r 


— 


3 
— 
ODEs " 0 . 8 5 2 rn oro. "vo a3. obo 
CE x " oe re , ED — . e 1 
1 Nr N. n — ry 2,7 «< PEI”. " b 


ST ARS 


n 
e 


* wy 
2 


1 


„ 
e 


* 
3 r Pr roangr ant 
5 TS n . 
ML aa ox Ae To. a ST; wee an 


n ay {7 
boy TS 5 


OE 
- a. y PX 
* „ r — 


_— 
o * ©; 
.. A "Ce rn OT, 
2 2 Wee 
IC PIE tm on 
oo oe Er ater ee 


, = _—_ _ — 1 — 7 ets — I — — Cs 
r 2 On Ie Ee 5 8 6. it JE 
— — "A «fp TON 


3% nv; WANDERING PATENTRR- 
20 Whe aid d lady's mate; Billy! Lengs captivated . 
of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, by the charms 


of a lily aubite hand, at which ſhe {till continues to 
gaze with a virtuous and amiable adoration; and 


when he lifts that hand to ſupport the friendly to- 

bacco pipe, ſhe v views and reviews his quinteſence 

olf duſt with eyes of infinite ſelf· fatis faction, and 

to his ſhrunk remains ſhe gives every help and 

attention, crying, Um; um] all my own—for 

ce richer for poorer, in ſickneſs and i in Se and 
«> for better and for worſe!” a. 


7 © Frrzuavniex, 3 name 1 Tea, le 


perceives in the liſt, had merit in her profeſſion; . 
he left my care for Bath, where Mr. Keaſberry 
was very kind to her, 1 gave her A proviſion i in 
that theatre when rendered incapable of ſervice. 
She died in that city ſeveral years ſince; her 
maiden name was Hippiſley, daughter of old 
Hippiſſey, the famous comedian, and conſe- 
quently was ſiſter to the late celebrated Mrs, 


Green, who died at Briſtol Het-Wells in the 


winter 1791, after having retired ſome years from: 
| the Theatre-Royal Covent-Garden, . 


was held in univerſal and deſerved eſtimation. 4 


Mr. Ronkk TON * have mentioned with the 
; reſpect he truly deſerves in my Memoirs; more 
note is therefore needleſs, and would offend Rim 
às a ridiculous repetition, and the read e 

term me a e old fools | | 


would 


"The ridevrwili-ebſrre; thir: Mee Nee 


following: was his own picture. | 


See Robertſon” 5 poor Merry- ENG mien, 5 
The footman's Zany—mar the comic ſcene; | « - . 
He ſquints, diſtorts, and aims the ſcurvy jeſt; 3 1 

| An actor he —4 mere buffoon at beſt. kj 90 5 | 


"Miſs eee (the TW IR, 1 als ES in 


my Memoirs, likewiſe Mrs. Maron, (now Mrs. 


Palmer) and her preſent happy elevated ſtation. 


= err 4 $19 N 
+ nnn i 


wrote that little .ſketch entitled“ The Frag- 
ment,“ in the character of PococuRax TR: Jn - 


A Mr. Bock is the only one on the lift I ſhall 


member of ſociety. He is now living NW 
dent in London: And as the London perfe 


(who. roll in carriages, and ftop the road to 5 5 


ſtage door, on each noon and evening} when 


intrude on the reader for that year: He was an 
uſeful actor, and deſerves mention as a worthy 


2: 8 


incomes are compared, muſt look down with 
pity on the wretched pittance of Vork actors, 


yet will they wonder and doubt the truth of 
the following aſſertion; that from ſmall in- 
comes, with attention and ceconomy, Mr. Robert- 


| fon is now: living with credit on his theatrical ; 


i and has Supported, himſelf with come 


ard labours in the 
ol fel. have earned him. . n 


EE 
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Mr. O was a third: e 1 ng wahia theſe 
few years Mrs. Criſp a fourth. All at the ſame 
time enjoying independence in their old. age 
Hear this, ye great ones, and hear it, | Tate Wil- 
kinſon, who knows, like many others of his bre- 
thren, how much eaſier it 1s to [has than e 


advice. 


I I ſhall not mention N merits or the en 
of the TENOE s, OwENs, SWETNAMS, &c.z as I 
diſcharged them all, I could only treat on their 
inſignificance as performers, and intrude too much 
on the time of my reader, to whom it is very im- 
material whether they were ever known, or are 

175 remembered or forgotten; however, as death 


levels all diſtinction, they are in poſſeſſion of as 


much earth to cover them, as others who have 

gone before, or myſelf and others of ſuperior 

” circumſtances c can command at the laſt crit from 
life to i e ane” 


ien we al cloſe our reyes __ mut outdayti -h t 5 
Nor longer view the ways of man. +8 


n the ſeaſon 1767 1 e Mr. PEO 


- whom I played with at Edinburgh: He was a 
native of Hull, bred a peruke-maker there, but 


caſt away the curlin g-irons and combs; to com- 
mence actor. He had a good perſon, an excel- 


lent memory, and would have been better but 
For his provincial dialect. He 5 Was of great ſer· 


r 
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appearance with me, was on the firſt.of October, 
1769, at the Hull Old Theatre, in Lowgate, in 


the character of Lothario. He did not continue 
with me more than two years, but went to ſeek 


his fortune: He was retained a fey years ſince 


by Mr. Harris at Covent Garden; I remember 
| him there in January 1778. He will be better 


known to the reader when I mention that he was 


ſo lucky as to be manager and joint patentee of 


the Theatre at Margate; which I am informed is 
in general well attended by every elaſs of perſons 
who viſit that place of general reſort. I never 


had the pleaſure in all my rambles of viſiting . 
Margate, ſo cannot attempt to amuſe the reader 
with the leaſt account of the manners, laws, and 


cuſtoms, of that Spa. I am informed that Mr. 


Robſon, weary of the cares of monarchy, has 
ſold his ſhare of the property to Mr. Hull, who 


commenced manager there laſt ſummer, 179211 
hope with every ſucceſs, as my eſteem and wiſhes 
are ever fervent for his and Mrs. Hull's welfare. 


: * 
* 


* Me: 5 Ns 06 1 engaged alſo in 
the year 1767, he had a good education, and to 
that annexed a good underſtanding, but did not 
poſſeſs Lord Cheſterfield's graces z quite the re- 
verſe, for he walked like a crab. He left me; | 
got, fo be L of the Heel * | 


vice as a finger as well as performer. His firſt 
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heatre at Sheffield. But 
that man of war needed a more experienced 


admiral: Inſtead of making it marred his for- 


mander of the New 


tune; his high blown pride broke under him, and. 


left him to the mercy of the rude waves, that 
did for ever hide him. He bid adieu to the vain 
_ pomp! and glories: of this lite, and, his remains 
were interred, with great reſpect, by à large and 
reſpectable body of free maſons at Sheffield: : He 
Was a brother of their lodge, and they paid the 
funeral honours, befides aſſiſting, as I am told, 
the diſtreſſed widow and friendleſs orphans that 
he left behind him with his bleſſing only, which 
was all that he good man could ee; Wi it 


4 . ſigh.—Mercy Heaven! 


his 


It was neceſſary to mention alle gentleman, as 


* will be found hereafter that the faid Mr. 

| Robertſon was in ſome meaſure the occafion. of 
eatrical fortune at Sheffield; of 
Which a full and true account ſhall be givęg. 4 


my trying my th 


I do not find any particular oceurrences that jog 


my battered memory till 1768, except giving many 
. curtailed pieces, ſuch as the Fabuliſt from Sir 
fon Vanbrugh's Eſop. Indeed, were I to boaſt 
of the many pieces I have cut and mangled I 
could vaunt of as many murders as any Democrat 
dare proclaim. In the Summer's Tale the ſongs 
Were highly ed ane a ſecond 18 4 His re- 


lation W | 


axits.of Mrs Mala, e what jan 
the firſt. character in that piece, but all the lead- 


ing parts in the operas; ſhe was alſo, what very 


ſeldom occurs, as good an actreſs as a ſinger, 
and played ſeveral characters with great pro- 


priety, archneſs, and pleaſantry: A very material 


point, and what is generally found greatly defi- 
cient even in the London theatres (I mean when 
Mrs. Crouch is not employed) in our Clariſſas, 


Pollys, Maid of the Mill, &c. from the time of 


the plain- featured Miſs Brent to the preſent with 
the ſyren Billington; who, though ſhe may boaſt 
of beauty which we all admire, acknowledge, and 
bow to, I dare ſwear ſhe does not, in her own 


| opinion flep: forth equal as the actrefs in the 


ſinging parts ſhe performs with the neat ſimplicity 
of the elegant Crouch. Mrs. N left NOR: | 
tat autumn WER tha Bath Wente e 


A ok 135 1768, Mes. Maerz * ae Fon 8 
coke much (and with juſtice in my Memoirs) 
quitted Scotland, and made her firſt exree in the 


Widow Harley, for my benefit at Newcaſtle; from 


that place we proceeded to York races. The reader 
will probably recollect this lady, particularly 
from her letters (more than my mention) printed 
at the end of my fourth volume. The author 


of the Review approved them ſo much, that t 


| wiſhed for more; And ihdöed Wey are "OPIN 

allowed to be replete with whim, pleaſantry, and 
good ſenſe. I ſhall probably beg permiſſion to 
introduce a few more, in the courſe of ors _ 
ey from the ſame hand. 

Mrs. Baker's appearance cauſed rk feud 
with endleſs animoſities, jars, and diſcontents i in 
my little community. Miſs Philips took it to 

heart, head, and hand, and left me the ſpring 
| following, to head another ſquadron of foot. 
on re., Baker's acting Lady 'Townly, in 
1768, the Dowager Queen Criſp advanced to 
her with flow and dignified ſtep, truly tragic, 
and in pompous tone ſaid, Woman! how dare 
you inſolently play my part of LATE Townly? I 


| have acted it here theſe 40 years.” To which in- 


terrogation Madam Baker exultingly replied, 
mimicking and full of contempt, * Woman ! if 
It be true that you have acted Lady Townly theſe 
40 years, it is high time you ſpoil the part no 
longer, woman!“ On which Queen Criſp d. 
parted in ſilent rage, and the laughter of the 
other ſerved for a tragedy kettle - drum and trum- 
pet to honour her e es TUE Toy out. of 
hearings: 
+ dirs." Baker's 8 ene and” genius alle 
| galled and made my dame Powell wince; In 
muort, wives and huſbands, huſbands and wives, 
_ . were all in arms and uproar; all full of treaſon, 
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Tecret low, and machinations ma me their 
ſovereign, but not at that time a lawful one, 
| being. only. governor of the vag rants, no royalty 
having at that time graced our tin coronets, &c. 
For be it known to all men, that frequently when 
an actor's wife or the lady's huſband is ſick, their 
friends are inſtantly informed, whether dropſy, 
conſumption, or miſcarriage, it is all owing to 
the unprecedented barbarity of the manager. I 
do not relate this as peculiar to myſelf, but to 
1 managers in general: No doubt but ſome of us 
» are fad dogs, (myſelf not excepted) very ſad dogs 
. indeed I If theſe things are ſo,” it can be no won- 
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8 der that the poor managers are ſo often, nay ſo 
1 WI perpetually the theme of abuſe—rare ee to 
the contrarx. 5 
E From this account Rang to a theatre muſt : 


if, naturally conclude actors wives, and actreſſes 
ſe WH huſbands are the moſt loving couples in the 
o world: but 1 fear in that point the idea will 
e- break, as the thread binding is fo very weak :— 
ne What then can occaſion the feelings, on even a 
= MW ſuppoſed flight, to rouſe ſuch implacable reſent- 
of ment? Why, that which guides the world in 
I general, and is predominant, more or leſs, in 

ſo every human breaſt—INTEREST, ENVY, and SELF. 
In MW orixzon. The huſband, perhaps, is as. faſhion- 
-s, able, in regard to this pure attachment, as any 
n, WM 2<r{on in a higher rank; and the lady, it is pof- 


Pg 


3 


ceſſary decree es either of a part, up ftart; 
a real fury without the aſſiſtance of a carpenter 
or trap door for touch falſe pride, and not only 
imaginary greatneſs, but indeed intereſt is con- 
cerned, and that being in ſome degree mutual 
for the ſervices of pleaſure, as well as profit and 
neceſſaries, in conſequence they become the moſt 
tender and affectionate couples that ever yet 
claimed the Flitch of Bacon. On ſuch imagi- 
ginary charges I dare ſay I have been arraigned 
For as many deaths, cruelties, &c. as would take 
up a whole week's employment for the proper 
officers to bring out the number of various in- 
ments. JJ Ba 
het W ah of oor: an early 
October 1768, 6 all thinking people 8 were 
aſtoniſhed that he had exiſted ſo long) it was 
mentioned, that Wilkinſon's ill uſage, as mana- 
ger, had killed him: The firſt week after his 
death, it was only hinted the ſecond, it was 
publicly mentioned and the third, not only 


= was univerſally believed, but publicly atteſted. 


Though the allegation laſted longer than a nin 
day wonder; yet, like the ee e that 
ſcandal at laſt died a natural _—_ = 


* 


| 928 85 e Nov. 15 110 
4 3 been reported that M. 
« Wilkinſon refuſed to fix my benefit for Tueſ- 
6 day. laſt; till he was forced to do ſo by the 
e interceſſion of my friends, and that the pro- 
« duce of it has not been applied in a proper 
4 proportion to my uſe; I think it incumbent on 
« me, not only from motives of obligation, but 
« from thoſe of common honeſty, to affure the 
© public, that ſuch report is w#terly without four- | 
. (dation, the reverſe being truly the caſe; for on 
ea its being hinted to Mr. "Wilkinſon, that an 
e © early day might be of ſervice to me, he im- 
er mediately appointed it, and I have received a 
in. I Pave a right to, and as much as if Mr. Frod- 
«ſham had been living we were entitled to be- 
( tween us. If this voluntary acknowledgment 
in does not clear Mr. Wilkinſon from imputa- 
| « tions he ſo 'Titfle deſerves, Tam ready 10 give 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their falſehood which 
can be required of me, and T remain with the 
9 "om reſpect and gratitude , the public 5 
mwmoſt obliged, on 
5. GE n obedient Hunible Pi, 
0 4 ISABELLA'FRODSHAM,? 


The ſaid ſrafon 11 a new elegant Theatre 
was opened at Hull: We jogged on quietly on a 
Wale and EE caſy . trot Sy 2 at Yorks 
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| when Holy, Church united two in one. . = - Man 


ried a young gentleman whoſe name was Re 


= 
performers, more than a decent regular ſet; no Ml 
blazing comets: The company was in general I 
well rewarded, and, what was more extraor- Wl R 
dinary, the audiences were ſatisfied, though the m 
| troop. was but la, la, and the wardrobe and fir 
ſcenery very indifferent, compared to the modern pr 
faſhion of either; but the remains of Mr. Baker's le⸗ 
. ſcenery bore ſtrong marks of the artiſt's hand, to 
they had been done by that gentleman in his me 
younger days, who, when ſinking into years, was er 
grown feeble, gouty, and lazy but whoever ſees 1 
or has ſeen the prints of York and Lincoln Min- me 
ſter, will inſtantly. perceive ron genie, and BY va 
maſterly finiſhing. | alk 
Mrs. Baker, who I introduced that. year, wa ot, 
| certainly an excellent actreſs, and proved a great ¶ mei 
acquiſition to the Hull ſeaſon, till January 1769.8 2 
She remained the York and part of the New- S 
caſtle ſeaſon the ſummer following, then re· o 
turned to Edinburgh, whence 1 the came. «1: 
In October 1768, 1 muſt: give. EE of oi 
much importance, for in that year I entered into 
the marriage ſtate with Miſs Jaxz DovenT:, N 


That winter a Mils Garvey came to Toh ſerve 
the irreparable loſs of Mrs. Mahon. She mar- in wi 


Lo, 
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worth, 3 to me by my good: ban 

Mr. Moody: He and his warbler left me for 

Mr. Auſtin' s company at Weſt-Cheſter. When 5 

Raworth came firſt, he was a handſome young 

man, made more than common promiſe. as ä 

linger, was rather corpulent, but to my great ſur- 

priſe fell into a conſumption, and ſoon after. wad] 

leaving. York died at Cheſter. His lady came 

to take her leave, and begged permiſſion to aſſure 

me that ſhe neither liked me as a manager 

or a manz for ſhe knew that being a manager 

5 1 be a raſcal: However ſhe parted from 
ſhe averred, without enmity; but there 

nal vas one thing which ſhe could never forgive. I 
aſked her what dreadful offence I had been guilty 

3s of, and whether 1 could not make her ſome atone- - 

eat WM ment? She tartly replied—* Atonement, Sir! 

169.0 © never—for when I aſked to play Miſs hs] 

ew. Sterling, you handed me to the glafs, bid me 

* look at myſelf, forgot I was a lady, and declared 

«I was ugly; PRA no woman can ever for- 

ce sive? e aa f 
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Ir. ren frrongly cient" Rein 
Mancheſter, came in the winter 1769 to Vork, 
and played ſeveral characters with merit wed 7% 
ſerved ſucceſs; but did not pleaſe in the lovers, - 
in which caſt I wanted Mr. Kniveton to „„ 


he loſs of the deſeryed favourite N — 
15 ume 9 Io | 


WS... 
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whoſe natural abilities (as I before mentioned 
ſhould moſt undoubtedly have gained a fame 
equal to many who have been graced and 
honoured with e and monuments to their 
memories. * 


Mr. Kniveton only continued che Yoik and 


Newcaſtle ſummer ſeaſon, and then returned to 2 
his numerous and reſpectable friends at Man- f 
cheſter. After Whiteley's defeat by Mr. Mat- 1 
tocks's Royal Patentee regiment, he was en- = 
gaged by the intereſt of Mr. Younger at Covent- = 
Garden Theatre, and thence, by mutual agree- Ml © 
ment, was enrolled in ſome ſhare of the property 
of the Liverpool New Theatre. He married a bay 
daughter of the late Mrs. Ward, ſiſter to Mr. _ 
Ward, huſband to the reputable Mrs. Ward, 1 
now of Drury-Lane Theatre. She was a lady . | 
of eſtabliſhed merit, and well known in the 7 
theatrical world; was a very . e * 0 
and a good actreſs. . wa 
Mr. Ward is well kriown hs” an alter of 
merit at all the principal theatres, and is now 
Joint manager with Mr, Banks (who married the WM l 
widow Kniveton) of the lucrative and reſpectable 
Theatre at Mancheſter, -which flouriſhes with WI * 
almoſt incredible ſucceſs for near eight months Ml B 
in the year, dependent on itſelf alone, without T 
Ani 
circuit. Now, however, n er helps 900 


ni heſter fore few weels. . 5 = Bu 


c N 


17171717 n en ne Cop waaiparpdbien 


* 
* 


agonies, of a ſwelled knee, at Liverpool, in the 
early part of the Patent Theatre. 


In Paſſion Week, in 1769, Oratorios were 


d undertaken at the York Theatre, and were 
to particularly well attended: Good profits gave 
proof, and Mr. Baker, and three adventurers 


t- WH with him, ſhared to much advantage: Mr. Norris, 
n. and Mr. and Mrs. Pinto (Miſs 1 were en- 


gaged. 


common effect; as indeed it was every where. 
[ was eſteemed a very good Mungo. The firſt 


Majeſty, was on Saturday, April 8, 1769, for the 


of the Fatal Diſcovery, and the Padlock, with 
the following occaſional | 


„ PROLOGUE, 


under the ſandtion of his Majeſty's Patent. 
| Too long the Theſpian Muſe, an alien deem'd, 
By ſtealth alone on York her influence beam'd;, 
Her wings curtail'd, by Law forbade to roam, © 
And proud Auguſta doom'd her partial home; 
Scorning reſtraint, yet driven to ſubmit, _ 
And fore he 1 to e ſeats and witz 3 

* 
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all, died in 0 5 prime 207 life, 11185 excrticlitiby 


The Padlock was s produced that year Bhs un- 


night of opening, under the patronage of his 


benefit of Mrs. Baker, with the New Tragedy 


x 
. 
3 

—— 

3 


Spoken by Mr. WIL IV SON, on opening the York Theatre, _ . 
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But fill the Nei c W Und diſguis'd, 
Hated by fools,—or worſe, - by fools dai; 
Vork's ancient Genius griev'd the fight to view, 


His pride, his honour rous'd, like light” ning flew, 5 | 


Indignant flew, and kneeling at the Throne, 


To Britain's Sov'reign made his ſorrows known: ” 


-Ebor's complaint our Sovereign ſoon redreſt; 


Our Sov'reign reigns, to make his ſubjects bea, — 


The Muſe exulting clapp'd her magic wing; 
And, after bending to the beſt of Kings, 
.. Swell'd her prophetic raptures, while around 
Ebor's exulting vales re-echo'd the glad ſound. 


ce On theſe bright plains, belov'd by every ro | 


et Which Phoebus daily bleſſes as he views, 

ce The ſiſter Muſes patroniz d by Laws, 

_ -« Shall pour their magic in fair Virtue's 3 f 

Their Mirror and their Laſh aloft ſhall rear, Ls 
é While Vice and Folly cringe with daſtard fear; 

4 And Vork, as ſecond in Britannia 8 iſle, x 

ce Shall with Auguſta ſhare the genial ſmile. 

Nor ffrall the grateful Muſe forget what's due 

To King, to Laws, to Country, and to You. 
- «© Henceforth each circling year, on this glad day, 

© Cytherean groves ſhall ſwell the feſtive lay, 
And every flow'r and ſweet Parnaſſus yields, - : 
ee The Muſe ſhall plant i in Ebor's ſmiling fields, 


e Garlands of which, compos'd from Taſte's rich bed, 
_ +6 She'll weave in wreaths to grace each patron's nd. + 


Long have I wiſh'd for, what with joy I ſee, © 

The Muſe once more reſtor'd to liberty: 

My little All I ventur'd in her cauſe, 

And the reward I with is your applauſe; 
On your known candour cheerfully depend, 


And hope a ſanction feinen e e 7 


1 a 


＋ g. . 
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At Mee de in the ſummer 1769, I cpa 
| Mrs. In BOT from Norwich, to ſupply the lofs of 


Mrs. Baker. She poſſeſſed great merit, good 


voice, education, and underſtanding not equal 
in expreſſion to Mrs. Baker; her manner far from 


accompliſhed: however, 5 ſize was neceſſary, 


though. Mrs. Baker was not a ſkeleton, yet Ibbot 


made more than treble amends as to the quantity. 


She acted Queen Elizabeth, take it altogether, 
better than OF. es I have ac 1 1 
excepted). : 

Mrs. Ibbot ard various b pact: ck infinite - 
aN and would have been more ſucceſsful on 
the Dublin and London ſtages, had her e 
been alluring. It is certain that the faſcination 
of beauty, aided by the little god Cupid, has often 
thrown great merit to lie in obſcurity, and exalted . 
others far. beyond their real right of arrogant 
| pretenſions, by blinding their beholders with the 
dazzle of charms, and obtaining what JOG: 


few inſtances where the beauty joined to the go! 


qualities Rat Fun gt 20> bl As: é 


EO 


5 "© 


Miſs e a young lady of Sys e an 
"IF 3. 8 


talents ſhould only have had granted. There are 
ſenſe and behaviour of a Miſs -Farren are to 44 * 


met withz or where the graceful and commanding : 
expreſſion of a e is united to a train of gon 


1 Wbot 3 to 8 tat year a a 1 
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elegant figure, with a ſweet toned voice. She 
appeared at that place in Amelia in the Engliſh 
Merchant, and there and at York in ſeveral lead- 
ing characters, and ſeemed to advance rapidly 
with the public; but her ſtudy and practice were 
too much for her youth, (for I believe ſhe had 
not attained her nineteenth year when ſhe left 
me:) She fell into a deep and rapid decline, 
which neither art, care, nor advice 8 ou 
prevent. | 
In Miſs Willoughby the ſtage loſt an ornament 
of great promiſe, for ſhe was a credit to the theatre 
in every part of her conduct. The youths of 
| faſhion beheld her with reſpe& and admiration, 
and the matrons with tokens of benignity and 
tenderneſs. She had a ſiſter who tried the ſtage, 
but without the leaſt pretenſions in any one point, 
being deſtitute of every requiſite: Yet.to ſee how 
our ſtage opinions may be warped and go de- 
cidedly wrong, Mrs. Ibbot who was her patroneſs, 
pronounced ſhe would make a better aCtreſs than 
her ſiſter Miſs Willoughby juſt mentioned but 
a worſe could not be, nor has ſhe turned out a 
-credit to her ſiſter's memory or her friend's re- 
' commendation ;—quite the contrary in every 
point—but fleſh is frail, the beſt ſometimes for- 


get: Yet I muſt hint of this unfortunate frail 


© e108 agg” — ennrerece=—mayy pee Ser F  ————————————————— 
* 2 — 


one, that no pains had been ſpared in bringing 
her up rigidly in the paths of virtue; and it is 


7 


* 
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more range ſhe ſhould have been fond' of the 
vanities of this world and err,—as I was af. _—_ 
by Mrs. Ibbot, ſhe was bred in a Nunnery. 

At Hull, in the winter 1769, Mrs. Ibbot left me, 
on account of what ſhe termed ill uſage, and not 
entirely without ſome cauſe to ground juſt com- 
plaint againft me; but Mrs. Powell, lately men- 
tioned, was then getting corpulent, and fit only 
for thoſe parts Mrs. Ibbot acted. Powell and 
wife were of great utility, and of much conſe- 
quence in an extenſive catalogue of plays, there- 
fore a decree of a degrading nature was given 
againſt my old acquaintance Sarah Ibbot, who 1 


had long known, having often met her in Ireland 


' 
_— 


and Bath, However ſhe had too good a ſpirit to : 


endure inſult, and very properly left me for her 


favourite ſpot, the Norwich Theatre, and part of . 
her relations, who were al reſpectable, lived in i 255 


that neighbourhood. There the remained till a 
rich relation died in the latter end of April 1987, 
who left her moſt of his fortune, or perhaps 


the whole. On her attaining ſo good an in- 


come, and feeling ſecure from all the blaſts of 


penury, ſhe wiſely retired from the ſtage; and 


lives with every comfort, but within the bounds 
of her fortune; for ſhe was ever of a penurious 
turn. I hope ſhe will enjoy her few remaining 
years with that ſerenity and health . tolls: and 4 
patience have entitled %%% 
„ ns 
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Alſo the ſeaſon at Hull 1769, I engaged Mr. Wt 
Mrs. KIN C. He was very attentive, and played 


ſome fops well. Mrs. King gave goodly tokens of 


a promiſing improvement: She was much ap- 


proved in Lady Townly and Jenny in Lionel. 
Though ſhe was almoſt new to the ſtage, they 


could not prolong their engagement, as they were 


under agreement with David Roſs, Eſq. who was 


juſt then made Patentee of Edinburgh _ 


which was chriſtened lawful that year 1769. I 


ſhall have occaſion to mention them hereafter in 


the courſe of my travels, which is the reaſon I 


have here given them this ſhorr introduction to 


1 the 19 890 friend I have now 5 the hand. „ 


"'' had art my three \ years ang as mana- 
ger, loſt two prompters. One was a Mr.FLoos, 
who left me at Newcaſtle, 1768, who is now 
at Bath in the ſame ſituation; then a Mr. Bran, 
who had been a pariſhioner of my father's in 


the Savoy, and 8 85 died wy a N of 


— 
- 


tar 8 


CEA Miſs e ee of * Pe OY 
at Hull, and entitled to ſome ſmall fortune, which 
was ſoon diſſipated, packed up her tatters and 
followed us to York; and with her mother's con- 


en (for ſhe had loſt her father) made her firſt 


penrance on any (lage, in in the character of 


5 


0 
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Monimia. I cannot ſay much te her credit: She 
was quite unequal to the taſk :—However Mo- 
nimia's cares were ſoothed by the addreſſes of a 
youthful lover, who being of the ſwindling kind, 
was attracted by hearing her boaſt of her fami- 
ly and fortune. The Adonis obtained his 
Venus's affections from the great account f 
a capital farm and riches, which he informed her 
he poſſeſſed. Two minds ſo happily - paired - 


ſnapped at each other's bait, and they were 


ſpeedily united in the bands of wedlock: It was 
each bite the biter. When the mutual cheat was 
diſcovered, love had little to do with tying the 
knot the ſtronger; they ſoon parted to the joy 
of each other, and found the marriage chain 
was not adamant, but eaſier broke, and without 
thoſe obſtacles that many experience to obſtruct _ 
ſeparation: But the reader will obſerve there was 


no money for lawyers, conſequently no impedi- 


ment. So they parted like Mr. and Mrs. Sullen, 
60 Sa north, ny weſt—far as the ma aſun- . 


ec der.” „ | 3 
She ee * PRIEST time aa atlas to 


place i in England and the different parts of Scot- 


land, and at laſt returned to Hull, where ſhe 
lives upon the right of ſome ſmall inheritance ; 


was a widow for ſeveral years, but is now married 
to an induſtrious working man, whoſe name is 
Clark. She, like me, (and others of equal conſe- th 
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quence): has favoured the world wc with 
her Life—+ha?'s the fort How kind of me and 
that amiable: lady to oblige the world with. our 
labours—all for the good of our country. And 
that I am from top to. toe a manſtratious good 
writer muſt be acknowledged; „ nay,” Mrs. Inch- 
bald has aſſured me ſhe admires my works; and 
women are the beſt judges after all. Indeed ſſie 
would never ſay ſo unleſs ſhe really thought ſo 
that would be impoſſible; and I eſteem her 
dearly, as it is pleaſing to be flattered by thoſe 


we love. And indeed, good reader, I am not. Lis 
quite ſo ignorant as not to imagine I eſteem it as a | 
_ courteſy, not as a right, to be indulged with the - 


favour of your leifure hour; for know, if I have 
any vanity, it is a laughable. one: Ido freely con- 
feſs and profeſs, that it is the outſide of my inco- 
| herent medley that tickles my fancy, more than 
the infide of my folly, and to fuchia degree, that 
Llaugh involuntarily whenever I ſee my calf 
- volumes in my book-caſe, marked with glaring 
golden letters, WILKEINSON*'s WORKS, cloſely 
wedged and pent ſecure from moth and ruſt, the 
invincible Shakeſpear on one fide, and Dryden 
on the other, as centinels of protection. There 
18 a pleaſure in being mad, which none but mad- 
men know 80 don't! eee an t kerike at 
me no-. thn am. donn. 
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The ſpring of this year, 17%, Oratorios were | 

again tried, but on a narrower ſcale than thoſe of 

the former year, 1769. In Paſſion-week they 

2 were preſented to the public. Tenducci and 

. Norris were engaged; but the gains of the firſt. | 
year were loſt: by the ſecond. experiment. 4, 


3 On the Saturday evening, in Paſſion-week, * 8 
„ had been fitting late with company at Tenducci's 
"A lodgings, with Dr. Wallis and a large party: 

. WM Tenducci had brought ſome excellent wines from 

e London, to enable him to brook our Vorkſhire 
+ atmoſphere. during Bis ſhort reſidence at Vork; 5 


after full libations, about four o'clock in the 
morning, I was haſtily called for, with the infor- 
mation that Mr. Baker could not live an hour, and 
that my attendance was immediately requiſite. - 
When I arrived, Dr. Swainſton was in his cham- - 
ber, who aſſured me his advice could not be of 5 
any aſſiſtance; it was a decay of Nature, not 
illneſs; and chat Mr. Baker could not exiſt one f 
hour longer; and ſeeing my deranged ſtate, eyes 
half blind, occafioned by the fatigues of the 
evening and keeping it up—2ha?'s your fort l== - 
kindly hinted, that if I did not lead a more re- 
gular life, and keep better hours, I muſt inevitably ; 
ſoon follow the worthy old Mr. Baker. The 
Doctor's words were truly prophetic as to the 
eld gentleman , for he, almoſt immediately, without : 
3 groan, expired on. Lg: laid Eaſter * in 


* > * 
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the morning, April 1 55 1770. ; But I: am how 
here, bleſſed be God, ſcratching this account 

tolerably in health, and full of ſweet en 
| yu 21ſt of June,-1793-. 5 | 
In conſequence of Mr. 1 death 9 bell 
8 tolled, and I from regent became ſole monarch of 
the Theatre and Theatres, and had the pleaſure of 
early preſſures for the payment of long bills, in 

as ſpeedy a manner as poſſible, whether conveni- 
ent or inconvenient. The firſt was that week 
508; Mr. Baker's Sit 4ol. for the Lende Ora- 


— 


ding - | = 1 ee and oe Mr. Wil- 
liams“, an excellent ſcene painter, to undertake 
no leſs than gool. in ſcenery, which created 
good bills for canvas, colours, timber, &c.— 
The wardrobe was vulgar; I aſked the Lady 
_ * Townly, I aſked Caliſta their opinions, they 
agreed with me it was all a horrid-bore! I aſked 
the Public=O! Mr. Wilkinſon was perfectly 

right !—a charming Manager |—ſuch ſpirit |J— 

| ſuch generoſity !—he deſerved every encourage- 

| ment!—he need never fear being rewarded |— 
This was really all ſunſhine, and the pleaſure of 
running into debt was purſued without thinking 
of the hazard, as will hereafter appear. It is 
5 ue Lever r had credit, for my caſh was ſunk to 
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Mr. Baker as before mentioned; „ and though the 
property was more than equivalent, yet ſo much 
was wanted, that I was under the neceſſity of 
encountering all the difficulties, or the ſcheme _ 
could never have ſucceeded. . Mr. Baker died S 
greatly in debt, (my money included). not leſs * 
than. T hree Thouſand Pounds; and the: two. 
Patents for York and Hull, in my name, coſt me. 
| near zool. So that it is well matters have ſuc- 
| ceeded as they have. The ſcenery for the laſt. 
change in Cymon, which was revived before the. 
cloſe of the ſeaſon, coſt. me no leſs than fifty 
guineas 3 ; a heavy ſum for a country Theatre: for. 
z there is a wide difference as to what an audience | 
can afford in the different towns in the kingdom. 
. The Jubilee had been produced on Saturday, 
April 7, 1770, for my York benefit night, and 
with a great degree of credit. That was the win 
ter it was firſt got up, attended with great ex- 
pence and magnificence at Drury-Lane Theatre, 1 
when Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Abington walked in 
the characters of Benedick and Beatrice. Miſs, 
Young (now. Mrs. Pope) was the Tragic Muſe. 
In June I advanced with my troops to the. 
northern frontiers, and took poſſeſſion once more 
of ancient Newcaſtle ; but was not received with | 
noble greeting: Rebellion reared its head; my 
occupation was no more. Meſſrs. Auſtin and 
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Baker to let his heatre to them 
themſelves ſo well into me good graces and opi- 
nions of the audience there, that notwithſtand- 
ing neither their actors nor wardrobe were ſo 
good, yet it fixed a reliſh for winter plays. . The 
ſummer after Mr. Baker's death was: the finiſhing - 
of a leaſe of the Neweaſtle Theatre. The gen- 5 
tlemen of Newcaſtle inſiſted I ſhould either give 
them a winter ſeaſon, inſtead of the ſummer, or 
relinquiſh the town, for they would not have 
two companies each year; nor would they have 
plays but in the winter ſeaſon only. Let the 
Newcaſtle opinion is not univerfal, for with an 
empty town, (if London ever can be fo). the 
Haymarket Theatre can boaſt as. elegant a thew. 
> of falkion as either --of the winter Theatres. ; 
And it is not more extraordinary than true, that | 
the two well-known capital commercial cities 
of this opulent and poliſhed kingdom (daily 
rifir ing in knowledge; affluence, and riches) are 
remarkable for their attention to à Tummer 
Theatre. As an inconteſtible proof, the Thea- 
tres of Liverpool and Birmingham have often 
been opened with a good company, and with- 
out ſucceſs: Nay, to confirm my. aſſertion, | 
even Mrs. Siddons, as late as the year. 1789, 
" at Liverpool, greatly failed as to her uſual at- 
traction that winter ſeaſon, her benefit *night | 


tn Leeds | 1s Py better than = town | 
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| THE WANDERING DATEN. 76 "i 

; in Yorkſhire! for a ſummer theatrical reſidence [4 1 
in many reſpects, on account of the populous 1 
neighbouring villages and villas that ſurround „„ ttt 

WH which would be attended with much more incon- Mt 
Þ venience and expence in cold and ſevere weather. N je 
1 Newcaſtle 3 the aſſiſtance of a race-week in i [ 
une, and the aſſize· week before the York races, 9 
> and a few good benefit nights, when \genteel _ Wo 5 
E company were aſſembled, made out the ſummer Ak 


2 
* 


- 64 REST IL. 
= Dn ne 4 
Mears : x 
2 1 * — 
To 1 . — 
. 


eas to credit, the paying expences, and above all, 
e combining the company together for the whole 
© year. However, as I could not comply with . 
n Ml their propoſal, (as Fthen- thought, though ſince 
e L have changed that opinion,) I relinquiſned 
chat ſpacious and rich mine, and at a great 
s. expence built a Theatre at Leeds, finiſhing my 1 
at WM Newcaſtle ſtage career in the character of Lear. 
f Auguſt 1770, I left that town in great dudgeon 
and very fully, and as ſoon as leiſure would per- 
mit ruſhed into Leeds, without any-perſons being 
warm in their promiſes- or their expectations. 
They never had a decent Theatre, but had 
been harraſſed out with plays, by a ſet of bad 
conducted players, void of merit as performers; 
and their incomes being poor and precarious, 
and their minds void of principle, any degree 
of common credit by the million could not 
be © FO to e ne ee as the * 
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I. purchaſed ground, and not on the moſt fa- 
; vourable ſpot for convenience in many reſpects; 
5 | but the reader muſt wait for the particulars from 
the month of September till the July following, 
when a full and true account of the Leeds Thea- 
tre ſhall be announced at the time of opening; 
Therefore I here leave bricklayers, joiners, 
painters, &c. in full employment in October 
17%, and will pay them a viſit at a proper ſeaſon, 
and ſee what they have done againſt July 1771. 
The York races previous, did not produce. any 
remarkable honours or events; London Peers or 
their ladies had not at that time honoured our 
humble boards. A Mr. Swan of York, a gen- 
. tleman of fortune, was at once a friend and an 
enemy. When his directions and teachings were 
obeyed, he was the prince of flatterers, and would 
_ eagerly ſtray-from-houſe to houſe to praiſe or 
abuſe me, juſt as his mandates at. the Theatre 
were adhered to or neglected. In his younger 
part of life he had been deputed manager for two 
years of Aungier-ſtreet Theatre in Dublin, Wen | 
3 by ſeyeral ren of Aika LE 
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"ew the Hull Got 17705 ne as York 41 
Mr: DrmBnLe Davis (once of Covent-Garden, 
then of the Haymarket in the ſummer ſeaſon) 
was with- me, who brought in his hand a fair 
damſel, e went PE the name of * but 
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OY? real name ® believe: was Ov. fs. | 
was uſeful, and did not want merit on the ſtage; 

was the original Mr. Loader in the Minor, and 
played it very well. She had a conſiderable ſhare 


Davis has had three if not four ladies to whom 
he has been really married; the two laſt of very 


of merit, and Was handſome and ſprightly. M˙r. 


creditable parents, and in good circumſtances: 5 
As to his other wives they muſt, as Macheath 


hints, keep apa own lecreta. e Dy wr 
Lay ; N 574 My „ OL beg 3 I T 


| f 11 Ye gods, » what havoc doth ola Time make! * 8 


I 40 atteſt, and ſo can many now living, a. 
thirty years ago (ſave the blemiſn of an eye) he 


re was a handſome man—but now, Ol ye gods! - 
d how fallen ! how changed ! He is nearly a ſpecta- 
or N dle for obſervation :. The brittle glaſs, never can 
re be ſhook with more likelihood of raiſing the mind 
er to reflect on mortality, than when chance directs 
ro the eye to meet or look on Davis! Whether the 
en [MW imprudence of youth, or merely the hand of 
old father Time has made- this dreadful 7 
in the human frame, I cannot determine 3 but * 
71, W's impoſſible to ſee Davis and not be ſerious and 
en, Mcontemplative; He is now, though in years, not 
on) ¶ co be called very old—I ſurmiſe about ſixty; yet 
fair ke appears paſt help, paſt hope, paſt cure !/—If. 


imprudence has had any ſhare in the calamity, it Tn 
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ſhould: be a leflon for- mia; firſt to benen 
preſerve the bleſſing of health, without which, 
well- flowered beauty in one ſex, and the üength 
of Hercules in the other, the hand of fickneſs 
"= depravity, changes the form with as quick 
dexterity as we on the ſtage can conjure in our 
Pantomimes by the help of the miller's grinding or 
& Meduſa's kettle, and produce the old turned 
'- young, and the young transformed to the old. 
= However the ſaid Mr. Davis, with all his misfor- 
tunes on his back, and to bear the burthen 
whether he will or no, is not deftitute of the 
= afliſtance of Providence, at a time he could not 
* otherwiſe affiſt himſelf; he, by being engaged 
= ſeveral years at Covent-Garden Theatre, is I be- 
lieve entitled to the benefits ariſing from the The- 
atrical Fund: A moſt laudable and humane in- 
ſtitution, fiyſt ſuggeſted by my worthy and much 
eſteemed friend Mr. Thomas Hull. Mr. Davis alſo 
acquired money, till within theſe few years, by 
benefit plays occaſionally at the Hay-market 
Theatre in the winter ſeaſon, by pe 
the Lord Chamberlain. Another reſource, (which 
gratified his pride and helped His pock 
his being indefatigable in teaching young! ters to 
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tended to receive his inſtructions, Ine they 
might proceed to be initiated in future as his 
Majeſty's ſervants, and become candidates for 
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+ act; and at ſuch and ſuch prices they daily at- 
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being created Kings, Lords, and Bargiis. - Young - 


ladies alſo, bit with ſtage frenſy, paid tribute to 
Davis for the ſame laudable purpoſe, in hopes of 
a patent from their tutor to become a Lady 
Townly, a Lady. Bab Lardoon, or my Lady 


Teazle: And to complete his good fortune on 
his ſun's decline, his preſent wife, who within 


theſe few years beſtowed her hand on the ir- 
ref {ible Davis, is young, very pretty, a more | 
than promiſing actreſs in Mrs. Jordan's caſt 
of parts, has great life and much merit, and 
added to her talents as an actreſs, I am told, 
| ſhe ſings very well, and is univerſally allowed 
| to be as a wife, the moſt remarkbly atten- 
tive that any man could wiſh his mate to bez 
| and every duty that any woman with propriety 
can poſſeſs, is put in daily practice, and in 


the ſtricteſt ſenſe performed by Mrs. Davis. 


That lady has only been three or four years on 
the ſtage; much approved at Birmingham, Mar- 
gate, and ſtill more ſo at Mancheſter. She was 


to engage at Covent-Garden, in February 1792, 
and was well received in Mrs. Jordan's favourite 
part of the Romp. But that part was certainly 
ill choſen, not only by drawing compariſons, that 


muſt end in injury to ſo weak a competitor, 


againſt ſuch an eſtabliſhed genius as Mrs. Jordan, 


who has faſhion, juſtice, and partiality to ſup- 
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A heikfine the weak efforts of a youn 9 


i ae ee ſhould have choſe a character where 


ſenſe and plot would help the dialogue, and by 


thoſe means intereſt the audience in favour of 2 


young beginner: For ſurely it muſt have been Mrs. 


Jordan alone who could have made ſo execrable a 


piece as the cut farce of the Romp, draw audi- 


ences for not only a number of nights, but what is 
more extraordinary, a number of ſeaſons; and to 
be followed ſo long is not to the credit of the town, 
the managers, or the actors, nor to the author of 


1 Love i in a Village, Maid of the Mill, Lionel and 


Clariſſa, & c. Mrs. Davis I hope will have every 
Juſtice her youth and merit Rei 


2 05 IF Grow Hreet t to ſenſe and lovely to the eye,” : - 


= francs! at Hull, fo will proceed to January 1771, 
when I opened: the Vork Theatre, which was 
newly decorated with the King's Arms and other 
embelliſhments, variety of new clothes, ſcenes, 
Sec. I was high in public favour, and do not 
remember any ſeaſon. from that period to this 
when the theatre was ſo regularly and faſhionably 
attended: There was a remarkable number of 

genteel families that year at Tork, which muſt 
ever preponderate in favour of a Theatre, pro- 


vided they are theatrically inclined, which is not 


. et the . | 1 do not ole! fo. numerous 


4 = not recollect any ee e circum- 
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E 2 of leading familics ſince that year. Bath 
and London is the word: And it is probable had 
Ithe ſame means and was independent, 1 ſhould | 
be of the fame Turkiſh opinion, as we players 
phraſe it, and could twine and loll as well as the 
beſt of them. What a pity it is to be ſuch a poor 
devil as I am 1—as variety I love,—and, like Sir - 
John Brute, what I liked yeſterday I do not like 
to-day, and what I hke gas it is odds I OP 
not like to-morrow. 

In 1971, Sir Griffith e was 6 High Sheriff, 
and bought 4ol. in tickets on his Saturday's play 5 
in the aſſize-week. Sir William St. Quintin 
filled that office the year following, and bought 
35l. in tickets. The expence, the enſuing ſum- 
mer aſſize- week, was mentioned at Bluitt's Inn, 
and it was agreed, that it was not only an enor- 
mous, but an unneceflary tax, as the Sheriff's 
+; play would always be faſhionably attended. Tt - 
er was therefore reſolved in future, that the High 
8, Sheriff and Gentlemen of the Grand Jury ſhould 
lot countenance a night at the Theatre, the Sheriff 
nis {end five guineas to the Manager for his ticket, 
rind have no more trouble or expence about 
of che matter: nN rule 1285 been e Anne 
uſt. to this day. e i 
ro- In this FI I had Sh 3 of: receiving 
not I my old eſteemed friend Mr. Woodward, as a 
dus viſitor at my own houſe, as. well as a performer on 


— 


0 
"—_— 


> F: 0 His firſt appearance was on 
Tueſday, April 17 1771, Marplot and the Citizen, 
He ated Bobadil and the Apprentice his ſecond 
night; the third, Captain Ironſides, and Buck in 
The Engliſhman. in Paris. The houſes were 
all: well attended: His benefit was on Satur- 
day, April 27, the laſt night of his performing; 
| Ranger in the Suſpicious Huſband, and Razor 
the Political Barber, in the Upholſterer, with 
the Fine Gentleman in Lethe : His night was 
patronized by Dr. Wallas, ny Was then the 
| Lord 2 York. To 
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Mr. WesTON all HH Go or fix a * 
was much admired in Scrub and. Jerry . Sneak, 
| Sir Harry Sycamore, Jerry Blackacre, Doctor Lak 
13 in his Chariot, and Abel Drugger. 
Jo mention the merits of the ſeveral York 
performers would be unavoidably entering into a 
 Yetail, which might pleaſe ſome and diſpleaſe ſto ar 
others: To readers unacquaitited with the York i 
Theatre it cannot be entertaining; and to the 
inhabitants, where the company are known and 
remembered, they have an undoubted right to 
judge for themſelves, and my unaſked 2c 
would not perhaps be approved by any party. 
The Weſt Indian, the firſt time at Tork, » was 
FR my benefit on. Saturday, Apri 
Woodward was at the play, n 
. . . . 
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priſed at. wo elif of. the: ladies. ha "El 


caſion. I mention this. trifling circumſtance as 


tributed ſo greatly to the advantage and reputation 


Mr. Moody as the actor of Major O'Flaharty. 


"W Sir Griffith Boynton that year deſired me to 
. ſtudy Jaques in As You Like it; in which part 


ad on the 27th of March, 1 788, ſince which I have 
ak, ſeldom made my appearance, though treated with | 
alt great marks of kindneſs whenever I have the 


it being impoſſible for me to improve in the profeſ- 
ion; and the defects of age, the leſs familiarized 
to an audience by only being ſeen occaſionally, 


ork certainly the ſeldomer the better, (unleſs where 
the Wincceſſity for daily bread pleads the excuſe, and in 
and What caſe pity not pleaſure, muſt be the reſult of 
t to the refleckive auditor) as I have been at ſtage 


n April 1794 will amount to no fewer - years 


1 


: — - " N 


noured me with their appearance on that oc» - 

it ſo far relates to Theatrical Hiſtory: It was 
that ſpring that the Comedy of the Weſt Indian ” 

was produced at Drury-Lane Theatre, which con- 


of Mr. Cumberland as the author of that piece, and 
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I gained ſome, degree of credit from that time till 
my misfortune of a broken leg, which happened 


onour to perform. I am now paſt the mending, 


work - mote or leſs from the year 1757, which 


han 37, and all employed in a theatrical life: 
Therefore whether I think of it or no, or 
ke it or no, I * ſoon fink into oblivion, | 


- EE 


8 — 
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even mould Gkiſtende continue longer than I 


have any reaſon to expe Nt. I have neither ſuf- 
ficient attention, nor care truly requiſite for 
longevity; and with all my caution Mr. Death 
will certainly either overtake or meet me full 
butt, and by one ſtroke put me quite out of 
breath. But in this book I am to treat of what 
I once did, and not of what I now cannot do. 
The year Sir Griffith Boynton was High 


Sheriff he was ſo very liberal and attentive to 


ſerve me, that I could not refuſe his invitation to 
attend York at the ſummer aſſizes; ; 2 circum- 


ſtance then not in practice in my time, nor I | 


believe for many years, Newcaſtle being the ſum- 
mer reſidence, and ſo diſtant, and furniſhing an 
aſſize- week at that town, which was more nume- 
rouſly attended by the neighbouring families. 'The 
faſhionable reſort for York, is in the ſpring aſſizes 
in the month of March; nor have I often: opened 
the Theatre in the ſummer allize-week there, 
, unleſs with a ſtar, which has turned out very in- 
convenient and not productive, unleſs a Siddonian 
comet appeared, or unleſs it falls ſo near the races, 
as to get that week in at one expence. For if [ 


move the company, for my emolument, out of 


their uſual rout and where they are not to derive 
any advantages, but have to pull the oar in hot 
Weather every evening, it is but reaſonable to 
_ ons, | Ss. with double Blarics x 1 did not, 
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deve be the colfernencs=—atld . is 4 
King without his guards ?—For as Trim ſays, 
«Tis numbers at command that makes an Alex- 

« ander. Therefore, with the expence of our - 
baggage-Waggons, carriages, &c. to go and come, 05 
that week is not ſo lucrative of itſelf, as to bear 

| the extraordinary ſupplies required for ſuch an 
expedition, unleſs on ſome very . intereſting and 
commanding occaſion. But againſt that week 

of Sir Griffith Boynton's I had been preparing 

at an expence that muſt have ſurpriſed any Lon- 
don critic who was at York that July aſſizes 1771, 
and who at that time ſaw Dryden's Maſque 
of King Arthur, with moſt ſplendid and good 
ſcenery, and all the changes as at Drury- 
Lane, painted by Williams, and very well in- 
deed. Its firſt night of repreſentation was on 
Tueſday, July 16—An odd: accident occurred. « + 
that evening 3 the change where the bridge and 

the enchanted tree break, inſtead of the ſword _ 
of valour, wielded by its noble King, its magic 
oft its force, as the tree, in particular, entirely 
failed; which provoked me ſo highly, a fte all 
the pains taken, and the enormous expence, 
that two or three blundering carpenters. ſhould 
leſtroy the labour of a year—that thus per- 
plexed I. advanced forward, and requeſted: the- 
udience would honour me with a ſew minutes 
fer preparation, and permit 57 aft to begin = 
Volume 1 a Z 
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Again; this being granted, all that had been ſo 
fatally unhinged was hinged again, and to the 
agreeable ſurpriſe of the audience, and no leſs 
poleaſing ſatisfaction of Ks not one blun. 
der occurred, but all was ſmooth as 
waves where the Mermaids were ere ene on the ft 
waters of tin and canvas * e oy: ck by 
Arthur. N 5 | . 


Mr. AR Mk.) Bin + were . at be 
time; the ſame perſons mentioned at Hull. She 
had improved herſelf much in the time ſhe had 
been from Hull: Her figure was ſtriking; ſhe 
was well-received. Her firſt appearance in York 
was in Lady Townly, Monday July 15, 1771. She 
acted Emmeline alſo in Arthur, and took the lead 
in every principal character in tragedy and come- 
dy. Her perſon, as IJ have before obſerved, was 
good; her voice not muſical nor very powerful, but 

| agreat deal of ſpirit, always perfect, well dreſſed, 
and of good private behaviour,whichgainedeſteem 
as did the great punctuality of payments from her 
and Mr. King: A matter of more importance on 
and off the ſtage, and to every rank, than many 

5 imagine. Indeed, ſhe was then daily improving 
in public opinion, as the courſe af my narrative 
5 will ſhew; therefore I for the preſent leave Mrs. 


Ning in her pleaſant ſtage career, and introduce 
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f Me and MI £ sbb to che Neider? 
notice pe, and worthy notice too, if modeſt 
ged good company. Mr. Hitchcock 
ſt (or 1 can vouch for him, and many 
others of more weight) as clear a boſom from 
ſtain, and as good an underſtanding, ſupported 
by rectitude, as would: grace any profeſſion : In 
few words, Mr. Hitchcock is valuable as a friend, 
and is truly an honeſt man, and that is ſaying a 
great deal, and to the purpoſe; ; but as he himſelf is 
not a man of many ne 1 am I_ ee 
think L have ſaid enough. „„ 
Mr. and Mrs. Hiichtbck: adn 3 the wa 


i771, the made her firſt appearance, The 
choſen character for her entre was Roſetta in 
Love in a Village. She was not then or fince | 
capital as a proficient in finging 3 3 but had a neat 
figure, was eaſy in carriage, and very lvely— 
She acts the girls with appl. on the Dublin 
ſtage to this day, and looks as young 'Fam told 
as her dau rhier;—of - whoſe merits I ſhall treat 
in my ſtage pro effion of walking ſhadows, in due 
BY courſe. © They. have'a large family, and a ſon of 

ns promiſe as to genius, Who has been indefatigable 

in his ſtüdles. His Father has never negleQed his 
duty in giving 60d education to all his children” 
His elder born, Robert, of whom Tam ſpeaking, 


has 100 his cllication N ü 2 Dublin, 
E 2 | 
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wich company; and on Saturday, July 13, 


— * 

— p * 
— — 
r * 


— Ae. Ihe 
— — wn 
— — 


” ; * — wb Es, 7- "a 4 4 
* 3 — 0 » * „ 
4 > Ws —_ 4.44 "BY 
at e _u r 3% ME IIS 
— OT 1 5ä˖ IRS -- 2 
» : - — r N 
_ —_— "bk was _ — DE Finer Þov 99 
oo p N 2 2 8 2 bo - p 4 2 N 1 
7 des. K COT . 7 e — - — . IR Eg 
e Tas . ns Ty IT) 7 : 1 n d : Tas 7 . 2 OI — e -—_ 
* 7 4 8 Tt 14 as; TEAS * G * Bos W. e n a I Y . 5 7 
8 RACES 2 By APN FE 22 2 Ar 1 . 6 l 2. 4 
* : Flo iP! 2 Sg NE amragtoc) Ds I $a Be 2 Ds hc i oa ape 
8 ee ab Wot r 1 22 n y N F OS n 2 en 2 — _—_—_ ? EE 
_— 2 . e. — = «x,» N 2 85 ECE 2 2 8 
x _ 44.35.37 - - 4 _ . 7 2 
, * > — = 


i tar 
w r 


— 


— 


f 20: 1 1% 
* — — 3 
= 4 2 * 


a4 
= 2 2 22 
— aan. —— 
8 ang 
2 n 21 
* — * 


1 
mW» 
TT.x 
BF 31% 
8 > [1 
5 1, ES 8 
Ms 
* be. 
12-1537 
2 < RN 
4 1 
1 
1 
M « 
95 
4 
bt > 
. 
1 
A4 1-89 
e 
4 9 
9 * 
ko 4 
. iq 
Rx 
_— 
: REIN 
JEN 
g » * 
1 
44) 
5 $0 Wa 
. 8 
1 
_ 
1 5 
4 4 9 
__ 5: 
4 $$) 
> 1 
1 
"Þ j 
"2955 
x L 'H 
13 
8 5 oy 
_ 7 
N 
2 1 4 
1 
5 
4 
74 
* KE. . a 
4 1 8 
« | 
einn 
_ 
WW” 19 
«FS 9 a 
8 
1 
+ FH 
. - 7 
a 
— ov 
4» 85 
* 1 
4 
* 
* 2 
B's 
* of 
F. 
1 
t 
W135 
. = 
$7 * 
* a S ; - 
1 * 2 + 
* 2 > 
1 TH > L 
: iq 4 * 
| 19. 
& CHESS «+ © L 
FERN * - þ 
* = 2 * H. 
Ih I h 
"KD 7 EY E 
8 1 
N * 
*. 522 %: Us. 
0 
7 


| from that learned and reſpectable body. The 


of youth in every reſpect, and for that name 


Jo ſee her on the ſtage, a ſtranger would hardly 
ſuppoſe it credible, that that little woman ſhould 
have laboured ſo well in her Son 2 55 Jet 


Stage in one volume: He is now buſily em- 


Farewells, that occur in this medley : For they 


Charles Wood: : Sometimes from intereſted mo- 
tives, ſometimes from caprice; ſometimes in 


> e N * * _ 1 0 — N — „ 
” a * — 8 — * — ai "I" — 1 — — . £ 1 
r rr ; : ** TION 
: — — "= APY 
1 8 * \ * — 


hopes of meeting again, at another time vowing 


Rr E : . EE PEE ERIE TINS = = | \ 
— 2 R 8 rern * "_ a - 1 2 2. I: e 50 1 =_ == , 
- e Rk oo ge. es r * * =_ r n Ve "0 n . 9 a = \ 7 
4 — , * 2 - regs. : * — . — bo 4 SL. "IN wn * 2 
* D * * AN. Foe» — as A —_ —_— 2 8 — OS 3 n wal 9 2 e * 2 — £ 
2 n % 1 n — 152 ä . „ 2 — po _ N we e 
. — 5 — et - l 5 5 — : _ 2 © r £ 2 * 
a 4 5 . " 2 ——— — gs: Fat = 4 is — 1 a — * LIT 
= * 7 3 * 4 - — . . 2 2 2 S er 
WC Ix p AS ILY 6 - * 5 ——— 1 " \ 
10-00 W % 
5 2 29454 7 AI 


5 


E WANDERING PATENTEE- | 


where he has obtained prizes and compliments 


lively f pirited Mrs. Hitchcock retains the powers 


ſeems determined, from the bleſſing of her endea- 
vours, to have it perpetuated to the end af time. 


appear ſo youthful.” 5 
I mentioned in my Memoirs forks 3 
of Mr. Hitchcock, alſo his Hiſtory .of the Iriſh 


ployed in finiſhing a ſecond. I ſhall therefore 
leave them at preſent, as we. iſhall often en- 
counter and joſtle in the various meetings and 


have left me and returned again as often as Mr. 


good humour, ſometimes in bad; ſometimes in 


quite the contrary.: For what we players, ſay in a 
rage, we mind no more (when the wind alters 


and the humour bites) than a lover's oath or a 3 

great man's promiſe ; we being as variable in our | 

Auiſpoſitions as the weather. The private eſteem 4 
of managers and performers quickly alters; as our 
Fs Mheatrical barometer] is in ee "ey buy 


ora "fine ſunſhine ; very high or very low. An 55 
object ſtarting une xpectedly extracting the golden 


ore and pouring it into the manager's coffers, has 


a wonderful effect upon his eyes, his nerves, his | 
breathing, and his diſpoſition. On the other fide, 1 


a tempting offer from another theatre, with every 


aſſurance of friendſhip, ſupport, and due atten- 
tion to merit, with a large ſalary, and ſuperior 


promiſe for a ſucceeding year, the gentleman 


or lady are immediately convinced they are not 
treated well in many refpects; they regard Mr. 


Wilkinſon as manager, but that is no reaſon why 


their prime of life ſhould be loſt, becauſe they 


are only tolerably treated ;—it is a time to do ſelf 


juſtice :—The firſt part ſent after theſe medita- 


tions and ſoliloquies in private, is returned with 


diſdain. The manager then expoſtulates; both 
parties quarrel, and exeunt in a rage, with the moſt 


ſolemn aſſurances of never ſeeing each other 
again.— This puts me in mind of Leopold and 
Lilla in the MI, of . RO 8 runs 
mus N 


« You have chang'd your mind, believe n me 
„ No—1 told you ſo before.. | 
LCan you have a heart to ns me? 
* Yes—T'll never ſee you more. 
Never more, 
60 Never more. i 


23 


> 


IHE nba rarserrg. „ 


1 wy :ots * 


* = 1 


N * 
—_— 


8 bo N. 7 


— — 
— 4 n 2 G Cd Ne #34 — ng r — 
MN. L A wo wailing 3, N 5 n * . we be — 5 2 
q L 1 oo * < * 4 * r 1 mito. as > 2 GA 4 _—— Wie, 2 To Ws a p Os ae.” : T 7 ; SS = * 
PT 2 nt r W * q v PE 799 r — — 3 8 = Myc A 2 292 — A 8 2 2 : - 4 Ke — - _ 
"Wis SITY oral HT: o De 5 = Bn 5 23 Dr e "es Me, ana 2 an 2 Sr 1 2 . n — r * 8 - fad 4978; N KT ͤ ET 
1 R — > — ? \ A Bs an \ an at en l * F WW — . ne e e a W — 8 F . CE nn Of IDE Rd LEI 
- 2 . N. 5 n 2 7 we 9 . F 2 n 1 - WEIS x — . * r 2 1 N > N T- 9 0 Son A —— VM q * 8 W ee 
— — e 5 — n. 2 r 5 renner W ama End TENTS — g 12 N 4 . 2 _ 2 2 * *. 5 — fl , _—_— - . « Et 25 ERS * 2. 2 f 2 N * < 0 
— — 5 F 4 - N . - on al rack has f : l by q . 1 oe? — 1 N Wer . n 5 N * - i — 1 . rd SON wy w—_ . 
= 1 8 £ , ; — nn * 6 G "NP >; 1 - 1 


— — v2 7 


„ "3 DIS) Eh, REN 
2.0 5 
— row wt Gogh er ys BY 


» "alia 
pe nol 
er: 


oo TU ; WANDERING PATENT) 


: Then they laugh and hake hands like” mana- 
1 and actreſs, and 80 off lovingly, boging 


| lady or gentleman too much into the ſeerets. of 


Never more my love ſhall leave Se e W 


And « ever fo. it is e us. . year, « or tes 
a few months, convince. the ſworn ſevered party, 


that the ſame motives that occaſioned the ſepa- 


ration (intereſt) joins them in theatrical com- 


merce again: They ſhake hands never more to 


part; but that perhaps is as uncertain a dependent 
on chance as their firſt friendly junction. If the 


reader i is not of ſtage profeſſion, I am letti 


ö the 


our myſterious rights, by this peep: behind the 


Curtain. — But ſays the courteous peruſer Iam 
E peſtered with reading ſuch nonſenſe 1-—Indeed, 


indeed, Wilkinſon, 1 pity you.” —1 can only in 


palliation for my tediauſneſs reply as Theophi- 


Jus Cibber did to his father, (Colley. Cibber) 


who on ſeeing his ſon moſt ridiculouſiy accoutred, 


with a look of contempt took his pinch of ſnuff 


and ſaid, —“ Indeed, Theo. 1 pity you!“ On 
Which the vain ſon turned on his heel and whim- 

| fically replied, —« Don't pity me Sir, —pity my 
tailor.“ So ſays Tate Wilkinſon, Don't pity me, 


ce reader, but pity my printer!” And indeed here 


z and there the reader muſt meet with wit: For if 
I have not wit in myſelf, (and therefore of courſe 


cannot create it in others) IO 1 take the 


| Powell, 0 


nor | 


uren 
I here fuldenly perceive that 1 His imper- 


ceptibly ſtrayed out of my road, and muſt jour- 
| ney back from July 1771, to the month of Fe- 

bruary of the ſame year, as I have omitted a very 
ecdote at the Lork Theatre, which 


particular ane 


happened at that time, relative to Mr. Thomas 
oſe benefit was on Saturday, Feb. 25, by 


1771, and was; particularly V u. 
ſeaſon, owing ted an occur 


thought the” 1 me. : 


more auditors. 


Mr. Powell's Dn was 3 as a ng _ 
and was greatly forwarded, that winter, particu» _ 


larly. from the aid given by the it appearance 
of a young gentleman of York city, \ 
was BaRKER: He was well educated, and heir 
to a good. fortune, but at that time infatuated 


with the charms which then appeared ſo. enti- 


cing and faſcinating at the blar haufen There, 
all ſeemed in poſſeſſion of mutual love and 


peace the players did in harmony delight | 


no paſſions. appeared to ruffle the men;. conſe- 


quently it occurred to Mr. Barker, how ſhould ee oe 


If. 
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uch a ſet of amiables ever quarrel.— The 
ger by ſuch a round of bliſs, ſurely «muſt be 
happy here, there, and every where.—Nor did he 
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e mana. 


deſery by his accidental viſits, ought that diſturbed 


the boſoms of the ladies; they were only gently 


lifted up and down by tides, where no ſtorms 
diſcovered wrath upon their lovely features. 


Viewing this ſeat of calm ſerenity, where pleaſure, 


unalloyed -with pain 'or diſcord, ſeemed to have 
fixed .her ſeat, no wonder if young Barker's 
mind was bereaved of reſt; for the Theatre 


proving the hag that rid him in his dreams, 


the coming day only ſerved to ſtretch his youth- 
Ful imagination more upon the rack ; Therefore 


as no perſuaſions could divert his thoughts from 
his darling object the ſtage, his father at laſt con- 
| ſented to his bathing in the fiery lake, thinking it 


better to let him appear under his own wing, and 


take the candid judgment of his friends, than let 


him follow his deſperate purſuits, by wandering 


from one company to another in ſearch of fame, 


where many want their daily bread—a monarch 


at night, waking pennyleſs in the morning. This 
ſaid young gentleman, “Hot with the Tuſcan 


grape and high in blood,” plunged headlong into 
the theatric ſtream, and mingled with the laugh- 


ing gods: Our Jupiter received him graciouſly, 


Apollo hailed him with ſongs of triumph, Momus 


ſhook his fides, Venus ogled, Minerva looked 


1 jealous,-and Juno only ſeemed diſpleaſed but 
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our Paris Barker rejected Venus who was ready 
prepared for the golden pippin, and reſpect- 
fully preſented the apple to his favourite Wil- 
loughby. He made his debut on the ſaid 25th of 
February, in the character of Aribert in Rowe's 
Tragedy of the Royal Convert: And it cannot 
be a matter of ſurpriſe to relate, that Mr. Barker, 
| ſurrounded by friends, ſhould be received with 
repeated plaudits throughout the whole of that 
evening's performance, It was ſaid, (with what 
truth I know not) that his paſſion for the ſtage 
was greatly increafed by another, more potent _ 
than the firft: The pretty Miſs Willoughby was 
at that time in the company, and her charms had 
ſcorched the heart and ſoul of our inſpired ſtage - 
inamorato. She way his Ethelinda; and cer- 
tainly he appeared to more advantage in the love == 
ſcenes with her, than in any other in that play. _ Wilt: 
After that onſet Mr. Barker played Juba and. _ 
Rs His perſon and manner were pleaſing: _ 
His voice was equally ſo; but not ſufficiently 
powerful. Whenever he appeared he drew au- 
diences, and was always favourably received : 
But whether having tried the experiment, and 
found it not that ms 5 A hence 1 wo. 


Dog 


« Where 3 5 e e on 3 ade, . 
2 e rich lreams t Pa. in al rivers glide; - 8 - 


/ 


| . 8 There in the 1 eternal 3 . 5 * 15 

. a £ « Where birds of Paradiſe around us . 15 

„ +. Bcſtatic bliſs ſhall every hour employ, d one 
-& Ande every ſenſe be loſt 3 in every Joy.” $6 


8 3 rhether all this glorious fancied . 
fell ſhort of his expectation, and that he would 1 
not aſpire to be as great a man as.I'am,—a King of Fo. 
rede and patches, or from that natural; fluQtua- | 
tion of whim, fancy, or inclination, of which i 
7 part moſt mortals have the ee e "4g a ch 
ſmaller or a greater degree, I know not, nor o 
euer could divine the true cauſe; but it is in 
certain in a few months after he had pleaſed Wl th 
his ſtage-ſtruck fancy, he xelinquiſhed all future de 
5 acquaintance with either he muſes, the ſtage, or his 
any of its appurtenances. He was as changeable the 

as Millamour, who is at one time for the bar, pu 
then for this, and then for that profeſſion in life: bel 
Zo our hero, at the ſound of the trumpet, called an 
for his ſword and ſhield—invoked the ſpirit | ob! 

of his fire—diſcarded all ſtage dalliances and bei 
breathed a ſon of Hector; that is, he actually WI {en 
purchaſed a commiſſion in a troop of horſe ; The hin 
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ing den che 3 Wee ene entire forget- MW wil 
fulneſs of thoſe he once thought great as Peers WW cun 
and Princeſſes in the theatrical drawing-room : en 
He turned his back unto the ladder, ſcorning lad 
the le degrees 18 9 which he did A and bort 
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ſome more 


this nouvelle ouch a 4 of life, 5 
hs elevation of the mind and body laſted, kept to 
that mode of thinking. But as every ſituation 
has its different ſtages, ſo was it in this. His 
time grew heavy, and the dangling walk, or the 5 
fierce ſtrut, hat he had for ſome time thought 


exalted he now. ſaw in a leſs enviable ee ans 5 


when his imagination was heated with the 
fumes of youthful vanity, till by degrees, as the 


charms faded on one hand, ſo his inclination for 


improvement of his time and talents, increaſed on 


the other; he like Millamour again gave a ſud- 


den ſpring, neglected war and its alarms, left 
his ſpear and ſhield, and from the buſkin and 
the army, he put on the petticoat ;—that is, he ; 
put on the gown and caſſock. He ſtudied the 


beſt of all ſtudies, that of religion, with fervour, 


and I firmly believe without hypocriſy, and ſoon | 
obtained his admiſſion. into holy orders; and 
5 pendent, he from that hour to the pre- 


ſent has led a life of honour and comfort- to ; 
himſelf, adminiſtering, as far as in his power, in 


ſtruction to others as a preacher.. He is like- 
wiſe a ſchola gentleman; free from in- 


cumbrances or wants Many of our clergy would. 


envy ſuch a lot. After this he married a young: 
lady of the name of Wycliffe, with a gent 


| dee PROT in his holy * is highly 1, 
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ſolid and permanent ſituation, for the _ 
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| reſpectable; 3 and I Jace aſſert in his behalf, . 1 
vhen his tomb-ſtone relates to the giddy or the 


u 

grave, the moral or the immoral reader, it may h. 
with truth declare to the inſpector of death, that n. 
Mr. Barker ever was a good young man, a wor- ſu 
thy citizen, a good actor, ſoldier, and reverend g. 
paſtor ;z——and above all, when he dies, he as 
will die fearing Heaven. A dae my he 
the e 8 imitation. e tal pi. 
ele 

YR Opn Wok; alſo of York; in . thi 
winter 1771, made his firſt appearance at that City Tu 
in the character of Lord Aimworth, on Tueſday, thi 
January 22. His relations were very reſpectable ne 
in that city: He was bred to the buſineſs of a ere 
druggiſt, and was an apprentice to the well tri 
remembered, well-beloved Mr. John Wright, ] 
who died in the month of April, 1788. Mr. not 
Wood poſſeſſed a good perſon, and when a lad ay 
was bred up in the Choir of the Cathedral, by ſo 
Which means his natural muſical talents received gag 
_ ſome advantageous improvements. But ſeeing the 
plays when under Mr. Wright, made him ſay to WW fric 

| himſelf, like Dick in the Apprentice, — Shall 17 
«my genius be cramped over a peſtle and mortar! bef 

: «© No, no! my name muſt be paſted in capitals— per 
ps : « 'The part of Macheath by a young gentleman but 
ee who never appeared on any ſtage.” His am- roy 


bition fred at the ee . not 2 


not realties, he never retired to ruminate on the 


in the ala e but for ata; 


hazard of his being hifſed, pelted, laughed at, 
nor admitted into the Green Room, but kept 
ſuch buſy* intruders upon his thoughts from 


gaining the leaſt ground: Conſequently, as ſoon 


as his ſervitude with Mr. Wright was finiſhed, 
he reſigned the boluſſes, the draughts, the hiera 
picra, and jalap—and' to perfect the picture, 
eloped to experience wit, humour, gaiety, and all 
the viſionary joys of theatrical fetes, where he 


ſuppoſed diſcord never entered the airy joyful 


throng 5 where penury was a ſtranger, and malice 
never admitted ;—there Bacchus with his jovial 
crew, and Venus with My: Graces. were 18 
triumphant. V 

His firſt . was 1 e 1 the 
noted James Whiteley, where he remained about 
a year, then preſented himſelf to me, and was 
ſo well received, that he was immediately en- 
gaged: His ſecond part was Cromwell in Henry 
the VIII. He continued with, me as a fincere 
friend and ſervant of tlie public till ſeduced, in 
1775, to join Whiteley” s troop by Mr. Powell 
before mentioned, who is a diſtant relation. - No 
performer was ever upon better terms with me; 
but he ever was precarious, and often left my 
royal court, returned and was received again: 
But to enumerate the dates of all his deſertions * 


- 


reader's time. He has particular good — ſy 
ſuch as Went namen pm a en miſber to 
1 e eee a- ee de e ge es one erte ee 
pPraiſe-worthy uſe of it, which is a mark of his 
good ſenſe: For he not only likes his neighbour 
4lZl27ds himſelf, but never defames or ſpeaks ill of any 
: perſon behind his back; nor would he ever 
. give me, from Ireland or any other place, his 
5 opinion of any one performer when referred to 
For information as to their deſerts, good or bad; 
= and however urged, has always begged to be ex- 
{| __© ouſed, as he never would have it lay on his mind 
the deciding on the merits of any perſon whole 
bread was depending, but left their conduct, if 
engaged, to tell for itſelf. He is very good 
natured, and as generous as his poor pocket will 
permit. Where the good of his country is men- 
tioned he i is rather tenacious, and then his zeal 
cannot be repreſſed; his Roman ſoul burſts 
forth not the Widow of Malabar mounts on 
the burning pile with more reſolution, than the 
patriotic Charles Wood when the maſter ſtring is 
ſtruck and Great Britain pronounce 
danger. He immediately recruits armies, (and 
nmuot without the aſſiſtance of the navy) des 
towns and ee ee a N 2 
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2 and or the very devil with the enemy. 


e He owns the claneue ſubject fires his breaſt, - 
e And his ſoul's s darling paſſion ſtands confeſt ; | 
4 * Think England's TREE en uy, with his | 
; 7} "20a blood; CL CTC LL, 

N Au die with.p eaſure for his country $ good.'s 


He married ſome. years ſince a Miſs Mocs- i 
Low, WhO if ſhe has not been conſpicuous as a 
ſhining actreſs, has as Mrs. Woop, been an or- 
nament to private life—being a pattern of in- 
duſtry in providing and taking every care of A 
numerous offspring. She is a good wife and a 
good mother, and as zealous for the honour and 
fame of her huſband as he is for politics, which 
he purſues with an avidity much more than he 
ever did the ſtage; for I cannot boaſt of his un- 
remitting labours in that point. Indeed, let the 


; world wag as it will, it never diſcompoſes his 
: ſpirits or brings on reflection; but dare to men- 
tion ever ſo lightly. a plot againſt the Crown, or 
an infringment on our Laws or — — CEE Con- 

: We on that theme 1 5 5 

1 «611 dende enrages ben, and he cathy As tert 

1 % Mor Ns | when oh! Wu ms”? He Ririkes the 
1 6 Where the famous tale is 5 terwoven, © RE 


po Thobau flow bis father.” | wy Lo 


Touch but the ae which harts his brain 12 H 
„His eye. balls my "ee he is mad again.“ 1 5 
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PTR indeed 1 am "of: opinion. with my. — 
Charles Wood, that a rebellion in church or ſtate 
is ſeldom good for a nation, and muſt ever thin 
our congregations at the theatre. 
From Mr. Wood's being long in Dublin, at t the 
Haymarket three or four ſummer ſeaſons, and at 
various theatres in the kingdom, ſuch as York, 
Mancheſter, Worceſter, &c. it may be 5 — 2 
hae is well verſed in a various catalogue « of all the 
ſtock operas and plays. His memory however 
is not always ſecure, the beſt ſometimes forget; 
yet he is very remarkable in one difficult point, 
knows every other performer's part with minute- 
neſs, but not always ſo with his own, and can 
prompt them without the help of 5 book. He 
has many friends, few if any enemies, and 
is the Charles Honeycomb * of the theatre; 
When he errs it is like Caſſio, in ignorance and 
not in cunning4, or 1 have no 1 of an 
- honeſt face. . 2 . 
I will now adjourn, 3 che * at Vork, 
1771, to the opening of Leeds ru Wed- 
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* Honeycomb: | in the Spectator. : ” 5 


4 Deſdemona docs not mean ee but banken, 
not . of or meaning ill to ny. 5 


 nefllay July: 24, of the ſame year. 
was © A Word to the Wiſe,” with Mr. Mur- 
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The play 


phy's farce of What we muſt all come to.” 


The Theatre was built very neat—aye, and very | 


ſplendid, - - comparatively ſpeaking to the very 
mean places, ſuch as the-barns, warehouſes, &c. 


to which they had been accuſtomed. However, 
with the help of good ſcenery, wardrobe, and in 

truth, a very excellent company, with a various 
and ſtrong catalogue of plays, the houſes were 

well attended, and gave hopes that the ſeeds of 
promiſe were ſown and would produce a plentiful 
harveſt and a laſting produce. Four weeks only 
as manager was my firſt experiment. I was not 
aided then or ſince by much aſſiſtance as to per- 
ſonal connexions there, but am from long inter- 


courſe well known by every body : as to general 


acquaintance; and if I wanted credit in any 
tradeſman's books, have not the leaſt doubt but 1 
might pay myſelf the compliment to declare, 
that not any ſhop would refuſe, but be glad of 


the cuſtom of Tate Wilkinſon, manager of the 


Leeds Theatre. But at that period it was not ſo; 
for the inhabitants not being accuſtomed to any _ 
players of tolerable credit, and the lower order 
having ſuffered greatly by the depredations of 


diſhoneſty, and perhaps real diſtreſs and penury 


in the extreme, made every one ſhy of giving 
credit or countenance; which was rather ſtrange, 
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1 to che city of Work: As to patrons I had 
none, and was an entire ſtranger, except to 


Alderman Kenyon and his lady, who were at 


that time particularly kind, not only as to con- 
ſtant friendly invitations, but were alſo ſtrenuous 
props to the Theatre at that neceſſary juncture, 

never failing in their due attendance for mine 
and the company's welfare. Fat ene 
ſhould never be forgot, as i 

neither the wind, the rain, nor the e e ever 
kept Mr. or Mrs. Eenyon from the Theatre; 90 


eee I deſpaired of ſucceſs; I well 1 
r. Kenyon remarked and. j 


Barſtow, his firſt wife, who I can really aver was 


ſincere and friendly to Mrs. Wilkinſon, me, 
and mine : Indeed Mr. Barſtow” s houſe ever had 


the hinges ready to fly and pen the friendly 


doors to let me in, even at any hour; and my hours 
1 {unleſs to a Londoner) were then as now, very 
. e and e it is an exithabit, 4 


joy with perſeverance and tolerable. a 
tion to the entertainment of the public; 5 ab 
town of Leeds would be held more lucrative and 
reſpectable in the opinion of nene than l then 
ſeemed to apprehend. _ 
_ The generous and Sürndiy Mr. Porthos (then 
| Town-Clerk of Leeds) of truly reſpectable me- 
mory, had a hand as open as day, as likewiſe Mrs. 


a EAW ng? W Jes eng Le my health, 2: 
which is not as a luſty winter. My wine is often 
rebellious by the bye the reader muſt underſtand 
I am not by any. means a drunken man, but from 


accident (almoſt now and then unavoidable) 1 
„e more freely than my ſtomach and health | 
: WH ould permit, were ſtrict prudence the guide. 
Indeed I by no means diflike the chimney-corner 

e of life, particularly where that corner affords 

f every neceflary.. There Was aeg at 

nm Py time, whom 1 likewiſe eſteemed as a great 5 
rapport to the Leeds Theatre; I nos return >” 
in him thanks for his former kindneſſes. * 


But to proceed e it known wala men, . 
after the firſt four weeks at Leeds, Yo ces 

Nat ded attention; where: of courſe, with bag = 
en and baggage, we all repaired: A very ſucceſsful 
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veek enſued ; I had a brave fought field, all well 
en WF accoutred, all well furniſhed, all in arms, and 


c- WM victory was the word without the aid of foreign 
rs. ¶ troops : For that experiment had never at that 
as time been practiced, except the Mr. Vood ward 

ne, and Mr. Weſton as before mentioned in the | 
al Wiring preceding at Tork. We ſtruck our tents 
aly after our ſucceſsful Vork campaign, and marched 
urs full of vigour and valour once more to Leeds, 

ery e . with e from. a S . 
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; btn g campaign at the beginning; we Air patef 
for further conqueſt; for! the ſucceſs at Vork 
had neither ſatiated me nor my troops; they 
came to Leeds not only en command and 
duty, but to pillage and lay the good inhabitants 
under contribution for their benefits: But in that 
point we were egregionſly miſtaken, for there 
did not appear any open arms to receive us, nor 


did the numerous hoſt of that good town reliſh our 
return; and what was worſe they would not com. 


ply with our levying of taxes that autumig ſo az 
to purchaſe provender for our winter ſupport, but 


left us to the mercies of a rainy ſeaſon, as the 


following facts will ſhew. I judged it prudent 
when we attacked for benefits at Leeds, to begin 
with an old veteran, Mr. Robertſon, for the onſet; 


as well known in Yorkſhire then, as a Munden or 


a Fawcett is in London now z not doubting but 
fuch a well-founded favourite would lead the 
van with triumph: Indeed neither he nor any 
of the troop entertained the leaſt doubt as to his 
ſucceſs; but fatal to tell, the high bung banner 
and recorded gold, with all our loud applauſe, 
did quick to ruin falł and blaſt our hopes: For lo 


fifteen pounds was the receipt of Robertſon” 8 play: | 


That direful omen ſhook not only the proweſs of 
my army, whoſe benefits were all depending, but 
made me quake and feel humble: Not that tlie 

bad ſucceſs of a Theatre ever much affected my 
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K Fiilolophyz 815 never knew a bad houſe diſcon> | 
+ W cert my ſpirits, nor a good one raiſe them. The i 
7 remark is not mine, but the obſervation of the F. 

whole company of | comedians under my kind F 
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foſtering guardianſhip 3 and the reaſon is, when 1 | 
perceive a bad houſe or houſes, I hope for a 
change, the ſame as when tired with rain, heat, 
or any other ſevere or diſagreeable weather; as 
it is-ridiculqus far an individual to plague himſelf, 


even. though a farmer, as the round of the year's 


* produce 1s, to prove the famine, the devaſtation, 
\ or the ſmiling plentiful harveſt. But to the actor 
1 who has but one night in a theatric ſeaſon, and 


his family (perhaps his finances) trembling, 

it is of more ſerious conſequence than many of 

the public are aware. As to myſelf, if the ſum 
total of the year produces a tolerable granary. 

for the ſupply: of homely board, I have all the 
ing-ſong of a Frenchman ; and though lame, 

can amuſe m yſelf with an opera-dance, and by 
the help of wit wine, muſic, poetry, and each 
perfection, all combined by my heated imagina- 
tion, make myſelf the Lord Ogleby at half- paſt 
twelve o'clock in a cloudy morning. 8 
writers, one is good, another is bad, another is 
execrable, but it is univerſally remarked, that 
every writer, good, bad, or indifferent, has a pe- 
culiar ſtyle. Now on that excellence I value 
myſelf: For my « dear reader, whether of croſs o or 
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writer ee But in this rhapſody I think it 


- conſequently I pay and keep myſelf warm with 


fear now and then I repeat in ſever 
the ſame obſervations, but it is the hi 


egotiſm may be here ihtroduced without the 
violation of propriety, I will juſt intrude upon 
te which occurs at 


Percy (the now Duke of Northum 


ſpeak with me, relative to the patronizing 2 
night; when on my viſit, and talking of dif- 


With his Lordſhip—« Well,. and. What then, 

Wilkinſon?” ſays the reader. Why then T raiſed 

my delicate hand accidentally" to my chin, the 
5 which hand. my conceit had intentionally deco- 

rated with a handſome | "CHEE: ring, and a 


in in your mind's e, eye and! augh 
own you do' allow me an original; and ſurely 
that ſmall boon every one will grafit without my 
ae ths and alſo that the ſtyle i is entirely my 
from me by any 


„ that I write it merely as an 
dem and ahi with the leaſt expectation 
of amaſſing treaſure, even in French llignats: 


ſelf- compliments, elſe I ſhould freeze. Indeed I 
places 
urry of a 
wild incoherent imagination. However LY an 


the reader a little anec pte 
preſent to my recollection.—T 


at Lork, he ſent his compliments, Selig to 


ferent plays, T was ſtanding at the 


7 


—— 2 — 2 — 


and jump, Al 


— 


handſome one 15 1 1 ns] 7 0 caught 
ttention—he looked, gazed, and 
ſmiled inwardly a ed time; I felt vexed and 
piqued, as if I was accuſed. in his Lordſhip's 
n eye of foppery: However, the chit chat 
being finiſhed I retired, and accoutred my hand _ 
with a leather glove: When I arrived at home, 
dinner was on the table—F ſaid to Mrs. Wilkin- 
ſon, “ Lord Percy is very elegant and pleaſant in 
his behaviour, but I fear he thinks me an entire 
coxcomb, or he muſt have judged my ring as at- 
tractive as Liſſardo's; for he looked at it very at- 
tentively 2?—fſaying this ve, 
when lo! on viewing my graceful hand, to my 
aſtoniſhment, a large vulgar foil-ring, the purchaſe _ 


Lord Percy's: 


1 pulled off my gl 


of eight ſhillings thirty years ago in Weſtminſter- 
hall, from out an old weather-beaten glaſs-caſe, 


ae to my view, which I had by miſtake put 5 
iſed at the notice my 

Nb had cccaſioned; for of courſe 

his Lordſhip muſt have wondered at my egregious: 


I was:no longer ſur 


ſtupidity, exceeding. my vanity, when I out: on: 
ſuch trumpery to appear as a gentleman before 


his Lordſhip. If I had © looked before I had 


leaped, the whimſical SLY 2 not 
happened. 


I here. perocive that 1 hands 5 5 a 3 Aride | 
with. my lame leg, or if you pleaſe a hop, ſtep, 
d left all my actors, my ladies and 


5 - 5 &- 


10 i 


iS 
2+ 
2 
7 
, 
. 
* 
> "of 
{ 
* * 
7 * 
1 
15 
1 
F \ 55% 
2 
+ 7 
g o 
: 
— þ 2 
ol 
1 
1 
0 
iy 
"hx 
Aft 
1 
3 
1 
1 
By: 
72 
1 
185 
1 
- "REM 
- = 
=_ 
” © 
2 87 
04 
2 
is 
"I 
- 487 
1 
5 
1 
1 
14 
3H 
8 
D * 
iy 
1 
. 
w 4 - 
"Mi 1 
1 
1 
1 
\ J bs 
_ FB 
An 
3 
1 
oe 4 
1 F 8 
IT 3 
4 
1 
„ 
8. 4 
ww TI 3 
Wn 
r 
IBS 
= — 
"= a 
1 
0 1 K+ 
HS 
659 
* 1 L 
4.5 


8 * X - 
o+ _ . — Ez 7 
+ s * - 
1 — as * a o rr 

* . fr 

—— * Nr EI * 1 * 

4 rr a LE) 
2 8 * Wi 

—.. Cf. 

A ent foam IST. r 

1 -_ | = = 4 * r pad Þ's (2 54.1 ” 


r THE WAND RING PA ENTEE. 
gentlemen at Leeds in the greateſt diſtreſs, rela 
tive to their ſeveral dependencies. as to their 
benefits. Indeed the theme was not the moſt 
agreeable, and therefore I took a few minutes to 
be agreeable. with myſelf; but now I am got 
back again, and am really ſorry to relate, that 
Mr. Robertſon's 151. houſe which we all attributed 
to the fault of the poor battered play of Romeo 
and Juliet, living in hopes that warmer days 
would come ;—yet all our golden dreams were 
fruſtrated; for 101. 111. 121. and 141: benefits, 
- three or four excepted, laſted to the end of that 
Leeds chapter, 177:.. I gave up all hopes, and 
will leave the ill or good ſucceſs of that theatre, 
as we always leave the hero of the play in the 
third or fourth act; where, without the aſſiſt- 
ance of a drawn dagger or a poiſoned bowl, it 
will be found difficult to extricate him. For 
there I think, as Dryden in ſome one of his pre- 
faces expreſſes it, lies the difficulty, as death is 
ever at hand on or off the ſtage. But to ſave is 
more difficult than to p ; ſo a es Cree 
oe all thinking mankind. 
I cannot forbear remarking; Were I 155 tak up 
my camp at Leeds and march for winter quarters, 
that we were much preached and writ againſt, by 
able performers in their way; which to me, on 
trretroſpection, was a matter of ſurpriſe, for I 
.  thoukd have expected the contrary effect. In my 


Lady only ſays, * Al 


\ 


opinion” it is truly ridiculous in ei party, 7 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. _. any 


players or methodiſts, to-retort or quarrel: for a 


player's holding up his ſuppoſed enemy to ridi- 
cule, will only make his venom the ſtronger; and 
the player's antagoniſt, for all his meekneſs and 
humility, will, cur-like, bite the player if he can; 
and every whelpiſh diſpoſition can do ſome miſ- 
chief, though not ſo much as they may be in- 


clined to: Bleſſed be God it proves: ſo for the 
good of all ſects and opinions. Therefore a 


ſort of occaſion for ſuch a remonftrance—he Tees 


ſurely his purity. would ſave him; but he, 


Maker's leave, or indeed without any leave at all, 
commits the actors, audience, and all inte the 
b:temleſs pit. To thoſe who like a play, 
(ſanctioned by a good King, Lords, and Coms-+ 
mons,) the rigor. and vehemence of inve 

only gives twice the inclination to go 5 


© ing, is only juſt” like darning an old ruffle to 
te make it worſe than it was before,” : ntl 
inſtance,” a Mr. Nicholas Mann 


Fett 5 - 


this mending and Toy 


preacher attempting to frighten his hearers with 
pitch-forks and a good roaſting, &c. anſwers no 
kind of purpoſe ; ; as the true methodiſt has no 


and feels all the hell of a playhouſe from ſenſa- 
tion, without its being pointed out, or ever 


entering on ſuch dangerous ground, where 


with great compoſure, without aſking his 
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me the honour to write and publiſh: "TN he h 
Judged a ſevere letter to me, on my Memoirs ce 
thinking, I ſuppoſe, to mortify. But in that wi 
kind intention he was moſt egregiouſly miſtaken; fo 
for addreſſing a letter to me, as an author, was a 1b 
compliment I never expected: 80, inſtead of ger 
wounding, it Was a circumſtance of triumph to mo 
my pride, and made me think for that time, I was not 


really an author, a ſomebody, by ſuch an znexpef:d pur 
rap at my door. „ TI liked the pamphlet ſo a g 
well, that Thad it immediately bound up with my Ml reaf 
bock, as a mark of ſelf-honour RE 1 am de- foar 
parted hence. crea 
I really think my Whitfield 3 | Weley! ee whit 
fever marks of character, and was as ftrong an cal. 
impreſſion. of good characteriſtic imitation, take com: 

#5 it all together, as has been given in print of thoſe ¶ dreſs 

two gentlemen. Not that I ever held Mr. Whit- being 
field or Mr. Weſley in diſeſteem, quite the contrary : ¶ palac 
Nor do I hold methodiſts in any diſreſpect be- what 
cauſe they do not like to ſee plays: It is true that Wl believ 

I think they are rather uncharitable, yet I believe Low- 
there are worthy people amongſt them, and Prono 
ſhould be glad if many who go to a play were as WI oug 
praiſe-worthy. ©. Quakers ſeldom. go to plays, but to Ii 

I can fafely vow and declare I rarely ſee a Quaker be ſ 
of either ſex, but the appearance creates in me MW Play 
true reſpect; their neatneſs and apparent good- "tain 


nes ſeems to o command My and 1 wiſh to doff my 


4 


= 


hat 1 why rel compliment and; a fooliſh 
ceremony that a Quaker would ſmile at, and 


willingly excuſe ſuch trifling. I have met with 


I believe in his Huguenot. He, with all 5 great 
genius, wit, and underſtanding was not very 


purity, and the manners of Quakers. There is 


reaſon to make complaint againſt, but that his 
foaming at the mouth, and being over earneſt, has 
created me friends, and himſelf the contrary z 
which will ever be the caſe with over-burning 


complained to the Archbiſhop of York for re- 
dreſs ; Perhaps accident may occafion this book 
being honoured with a peruſal at the Archbiſhop! 3 


what muſt his Grace think of a Mr. Garwood, (I 
believe that is the GENTLEMAN'S name) of the 
Low-Church at Hull, in January 1792, daring to 


* ought to be entitled to a Chriſtian burial, or even 
"to lie in a church-yard !” that © Not one could 
a be ſaved lo and that *« Every one who entered a 


ne e playhouſe was, with the players, equally cer- 


Tf „ tain of eternal damnation ! P.and that « No 


y PLAYER COULD BE AN HONEST MAN.“ Lihould 
* 2 
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ſome great compliments in Voltaire to the Quakers, 


moral, but a little of the reprobate; yet he could 
not refiſt a compliment as due to the religion, the 


a gentleman of the church, I ſhould have had 


zeal. I could have been warranted had I even 
palace, and this page may be then read; if fo, 


pronounce, that © No player or any of his children 
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: wah be angry with myſelf if when Iſaw Dr. Hey 
of Leeds, I did not admire his good works as x 
- Chriſtian 3, eſteem him for his ingenuous and 
1 praiſe-worthy actions, and for the many un- 
doubted proofs he has given and daily gives as x 
man of learning and ſcience in his profeſſion as a 
; phyſician. . This cannot be flattery, for I have not 
any acquaintance with him, or am I like) in 
our different walks, ever to have ſuch an honour; 
but I take this opportunity to pay myſelf a com- 
pliment, and a great one, in publicly declaring, 
I bow to the worth and talents of Dr. Hey, and 
am ſenſible of his merits; and though that gentle- 
man can employ his time in doing univerſal good, 

yet he does not go to plays. 3 K 
Doth not evil enter the doors o a . 
church, or palace, as well as a playhouſe ? Veril 
Fea !—Be quiet, I know it,—T have often been 
there. As the Archbiſhop; df W is as remarkable 
= for his goodneſs and bene he is a judge 
alſo of juſtice and good. wi r the benefit ol 
Fo" -mankind, I reſt afſured that” 4 Grace will not 
think virulence and ſpleen a "credif to ſuch x 
-paſtor of his flock, as it makes him. a. + diſgrace 

to the pulpit and the gown. _ © 

E „ Pjous Orgies, Angels Priebe as fair, » and 
„ Father of Heaven,” &c. are equal to al the 
> - + hymns of a ſequeſtered tabernacle, and truly ele 


prints 


ante the foul. 1 8 Whitfield Tins; when Love y 


4 wy e 
* 1 * 1 * 
. 


eVillage, a the Maid of the Mill were the rage 
of that time“ Why ſhould the devil's houſe 
« have all the good tunes?“ Since which it has 
been cuſtomary for their ſongs and full choruſſes 


if a printer*, would not, I dare fay, have the Jeaft” 
objection to print play-bills for the devil's houſe! — 

I have now before me a very. blaſphemous bill, 
called e The Afſize-week, 'L dut think it too 
vieked for my book. „„ RT 


1 


Fools to one party only 8 © con nfde, 85 
66 For if one fails they” re feed on the other ſide.” 5 ns 


Immediate notice of Mr. Garmondt would 1 : 


my being patentee of a theatre, eſtabliſhed by the 
Lords and Commons, and an entertainment in 
London, attended by the beſt of men and Kings, 
and in fact authoriſed by our reverend Biſhops in 


ol Parliament, might have- curbed ſuch licentious 


behaviour, under the ſpecious cover of a ſervant 
to his God. I ſay again, had I felt mortified and 


calumniator, and an injurer of Gy” my e 


printer who was a rigid Methodiſt ; but as he made no re. 
turn, Mr. Wilkinfon did not continue him in that buſineſs, 


5 5 — 2258 
— N 8 5 
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to be aſſiſted from the light eaſy tunes ſelected 
from our favourite ſtage operas. A Methodiſt, | 


been too great a compliment. Indeed I. think - 85 


aken proper notice of Mr. Garwood, he would 
have cut but an awkward figure, if accuſed as a 


* Be it remarked. that Mr. wilkinſon, in „ had a | 


2 247. *þ 4 
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and ap comedians in our lawful eſtabliſhed pro- 
feſſion. That the ſtage has its . cannot be 
denied Pray, what is exempt? 95 

I ſhould not have mentioned the owe circum- 
Nance ſo long before its time 'and place, as in- 
deed I have no buſineſs with religious opinions 
on any account—truly it becomes me not: 1 
| beg leave therefore to afſure all good Methodiſts, 
that I hold them in great reſpect; and if they 
will pray for me in earneſt, I will accept and 
thank them for their prayers; but not meaning 
to enter again on a ſubje& which I acknowledge 
Improper, I could not reſiſt this opportunity of 
bringing Mr. Garwood into good company where 
he is not, that I might pay him my thankful com- 


hs 


pliments and have done with him. I have here 


had my turn—T forgive him freely—of that he 
may reſt aſſured; and if he is a good man, I 
think he muſt feel compunction, and favour me 
with abſolution,—but hes I much cance as he 
was the intended i injurer. —here, Oy” pg” 


Un 


——_a the e Kult my fait 

oe thine | | 3 
40 Thine bids thee lift the dagger to my 1 1 3 
8 Mine can forgive the wrangs and bid thee! live! 15 


Ga that remark, Mr. Garwood, you. may Gai in 
a play So fare wel to the little good you bear me 


ee thou little, good, great Preacher -B 


0 


E YT 


ul 


to No” Sai of every „Gendmtinbelotr permit 


me to obſerve, that whenever a furious, ſelf- 
created fanatic ſuffers his-zeal to run ſo far out of 
courſe, as to permit religion to loſe its purity, the 


preacher, by fuch procedure, to a certainty leſſens 


to our view, and he wantonly and vainly lowers 
the dignity and noble firm of the truly devout: 
My petition is, that others would deal as honeſtly 

and honourably by me, as I would do-unto them. 


| Would man in every degree of life, how great or 


— 4 


how little, act truly up to that ſtandard, there 


could not be found perfons of bad principles 


either in Europe, Africa, America, or indeed 


throughout the world, and it would prove a better | 


and more effectual regulation for the entire abo- 


tion of the Slave-Trade, than any one that has 


hitherto been propoſed by Lords or Hwa 62 
A woful day for preachers ! „„ 


1 here on gang PORN that by N 7 muſngy . 


x 


road—perhaps the il font at Leeds put me out 0 


of temper . But let me ſee, 0 aye! 1 was 
relating the bad ſucceſs of my new Leed 


Theatre, which continued not only that ſea- 1 
ſon, but for a courſe of years; now it is in 


2 more reſpectable and flouriſhing ſtate: How- 


ever it underwent many fluctuations and 

changes of fortune ere it reached the age of ma- 

une 5 i I will not give any more of its hiſtory | 
. : ; ; 70 4 | - 0 


do 
— — = . =_ 
reren 
—_— N . — —— = 
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. PR oi bats from. the firſt year. . its en- 
trance into the world will bring it gradually on 
with the revolving fun. and the revolving. moon, 
till I hand it to poſterity. with all its good and bad 
fortune on its back, and hope to catch the wonder 
of my reader when 1. relate all. its. fluctuations. 
From Leeds ſeaſon, 1771 the latter end of Octo. 
ber, we entered Hull for great part of our winter 


quarters. The company was. much the fame as I rej 
have atteinpted to deſcribe, as was the ſuceeſs, and of 


I do not recollect any particulars. worthy notice 


O yes! my pupil, Dick Sur, came about the 
age of ſeventeen ; he was known only from having 
ſung one ſeaſon at Renelagh. The ladies were ad 
- miſtaken. in their notions—for he, like Car- 
rick's Young Clacket, had then, and fill retains 
a amoſt unpromiſing pair of legs: He made his firſt he 
appearance at Hull Theatre, on | Wedneſday, 
Nov. 20, 1771, and ſung. with approbation the 
ſong o of <« Chloe's my Myrtle and Jenny's my 
| Roſe; '—But as he Was of real importance to my Meavi 
little community before he left me, I will for the 
preſent lay my bud of myrtle on the ſhelf —a fi fitua- 
tion not much liked by us of the. theatrical gar- 
den: However there let Suett lie till ſummer's 
, ripening breath, from merit, aſſiduity, and genius 
_- render him, if not an, American aloe, in truth a 
5 theatrical well-blown Jower-: 5 e 1 come wear 


* See Mr. — 8 Critic, -- 


5 


it rooted in good qualities, and bearing ripened 


inſtance, praiſing Miſs Brunton's performance of 
Alicia, when that character was acted by another 


Js. 
auding their faults, is the cauſe of fatal errors 


ny Npeing eftabliſhed, inſtead of improved TASTE 
15 leaving taſte, ſenſe, and feeling, for bombaſt; 
the 


caring of the lungs to rags and tatters, e 
eal powers to lag behind; and all this happens?” 
1th too many, who would otherwiſe bid fair for 
olid reputation. ES Sree, 

There is one Cineriority which the Bath ls. 


Ale 
er's 
uus 


LEAL 


Bk 


— 


the preſent time and examine the tree, F ſhall find 


perſon the day ſhe was praiſed; ſuch has happened 
repearedly within my time; and proves it a kind 
of trade, not ſound judgment. For topraiſe what 
did not happen, though it mi ight have happened, cer-" 
tainly is going to the height of partiality.- I muſt 
allow that many actors are favourites in tragedy 
and comedy who act in the country, and who, 
from applauſe, get worſe inſtead of better; as 
they too frequently graſp the ſhadow inſtead of 
the ſubſtance, by which means they dangerouſly ' 
leaſe themſelves—and their partial friends ap- 
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Cd 


| fruit, in the honourable and only true theatti- 
cal botanical garden, the London Theatre; 8 
yet London criticiſms are not always perfect: For 


Lorkſhire Theatres can boaſt, which is not having 
nterludes, &c. between the acts. Some of the 


ondon * exhibit ſuch eee as ſhould. only 


N 
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be tolerated at the Wells, the Gireus, or ht Aft | 
ley's. At thoſe places their bills of fare are cal- 


culated. for proper hours for the company to be 
diſmiſſed, leaving an appetite for the audience 
to make a meal ſome other time which is worthy 


conſideration. But really at the eſtabliſned Thea- 
tres it is ſometimes unpardonable and diſgraceful, 


and muſt be attended with great inconvenience to 


all ſober families to have their ſervants. out till paſt | 


twelve Oc ck at a playhouſe. This certainly 
ſhould be remedied. At Dublin I believe it 1s 


ſtill worſe—indeed it muſt be ſo—for the play in 
general does not begin till ſeven, and often much 
later. I read a bill from Dublin, for April 1791, 


in the middle of the Tragedy, © Imitations of Jane 


Shore, Caliſta, Belvidera, Lady Townly, 8&c.”— 


Oh ſhame! ſhame! Then “an Epilogue” —then 
The Maid of the Oaks and 19 all Wa, ce the 
Burletta of Tom Thumb”. . 

hut theſe obſervations may 12 _ termed 3 im- 

pertinent by my brethren; and to dictate about 

reform may be judged ſupercilious, and is not my 


province. I knew however it is a proper time to 
reform myſelf— Better late than never But 


where was I?—Oh} I had juſt left Mr. Suett on 
the ſhelf at Hull in November 17/1: The troop 
wWoeas the ſame as thoſe before mentioned, no ad- 
dition, except a Signor LE NAMokA, Miſs Ls 
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Keats Signora SauANZA TI, and others from 
gadlers Wells: They were clever in their way, 


drew money, were well behaved, and all parties 


were ſatisfied ;—the ſeaſon was good, the public 


pleaſed, and we retired in good order for the re- 


mainder of the winter, and opened at York, in 
January 1772, in good health HT ſpirits. Our 
tragedy queen, Mrs. King, who led the van, 
and grew into great fame and faſhion, was 
ſpoke of by ſeveral perſons of diſtinction as 
promiſing rapidly to be one of the firſt Londen 
actreſſes; but they judged it more prudent if the 


would fix for a ſeaſon or two longer at York, in 
order to be more 


matured for her London onſet, 
where her ſucceſs was not then doubted. Oh! 
fortune! fortune wherefore art thou fickle ?a— 
This flattery and applauſe was, no doubt, greatly 


reliſhed by Mrs. King, who began to conceive 
ſhe had hitherto: been blind to her own merit 


and conſequence, and it was now high time to 


grow diſcontented and unhappy: This happy turn 


of mind for the poſſeſſor was ſoon put in practice, 
and her inquietude, which was confirmed and 
greatly inereaſed from the following propoſal to 
pleaſe and make her contented; brought her fever: 
to its height 


Anderſe 


n; * * gentleman. of . eee. 


119 


t of vanity—and ſelf-love and ſelf- 
admiration made her uwe miſerable: The 
e late Sir William 
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| aben gentlemen, Ro wee l ſaid 2 „ 

_ puted by many others to returr 
the almoſt ſuperfluous ſpirit with which I had kept 
up and extended the theatrical entertainments at 
Vork; they at the ſame time begged to aſſure me, 
they were ſo convinced 
teſtimony, that they could not think of urging 
me to any further expence, but as they univer- 
ſally wiſhed the longer continuance of their fa- 
vourite actreſs, Mrs. King, and judged it more 
prudent for her not to ruſh unadviſedly to Lon- 
dam, they meant, without infringing on my purſe, 
to preſent her with a free gift of fifty guineas. 
per ann. for three years, and ſupport her benefit 
that and each following year, and hoped 1 would 


me thanks for 


> the truth of their 


not object to her having a ſecond benefit alſo as a 


douceur, that Mrs. King might be convinced the 
leading people of Vork were in earneſt in the 

vwiſhing to promote her intereſt; in return for the 
Dn compliment, they EXP 


This all appeared to me as highly f ee e to 


our heroine , and ſeemed to inſure her ſtay, with 
Which I was highly pleaſed, as ſhe and Mr. King 
- were to be depended on as to propriety and 


ed her continuance; 
and they added that no doubt could be made but 
at Hull ſomething ſimilar would be ſet on foot, to 
prove the audience of that populous. ton Was 
equally ſenſible of her merits. 1 
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iriebneſs" to their engage en Not dat they, 
were ſo unlike other players as not to plague me 
whenever they judged it neceſſary, tout a contraire- 
for it is as natural to like vexing the manager, as 
it is to think themſelves always in the right. In- 
deed we are often all in the wrong; and if we 
plagued one another leſs, it would be better for- 
all parties before and behind A curtain; is,” N 
we too often are all unbappy togetlier. 
The reader will here ſuppoſe that fag ales 
toa certainty. ſecured Mr. and Mrs. King, par- 
I ticularly when I intimate that they were paid my 
| frſt ſalaries, fifty-four weeks in the year, that is 
double for three public race-weeks; and had 
| three benefits, one at York, one at Hull, and oy 
third at Leeds, beſides ſhe had the lead in all the 
firſt-rate characters in both the departments of 
tragedy and comedy; but good reader no ſuck 
thing: For though ſhe was ſomething like the 
ſemblance of being contented before this offers - 
> was preſented; yet, on hearing the propoſal, ſne 
vas convinced her fituation was wretched —ſhe- 
was miſerable —loſing her time her prime of 
: days, youth, beauty, and elegance, would be loſt-- 
unleſs ſuch PR dane sees on the 
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nee but 25 Mrs. en halt 3 Dublin 9 
Mr. Barry for Drury-Lane Theatre in London, 
the thought that the time to ſupply the vacant. 


/ 9g LY 


chaiv a PE next 3 was wrote; 3 to bee : 
land ſhe would go forthwith, and was ſo deter- c 
| mined, that I found it impoſſible to attempt or 1 
think of keeping her by any means; I therefore 8 


gave over all ſolicitation or overtures whatever, e 
and even undertook to be her negotiator with the g 


Dublin managers, as I was engaged that ſpring by b. 
my old acquaintance, Mr. Dowſon, then the ma- ce 
nager of Crow-ſtreet, for a few nights; and ſhe 


left Lorkſhire to open the enſuing campaign in H 
Ireland, in October 17%; there I will leave Mrs. T. 
King for the preſent, preparing for ſhouts of ſee 
applauſe, great benefits, and golden tickets in WM © 


ſhowers. Well, let her reſt till the e comes ſta 


in due courſe of this journal. bri 


Before I cloſe the York. ſeaſon, a 1 . Bri 


road for Holy-Head, I muſt recollect I en gaged WM Wc 
the remains of an actreſs, once well known in the Bla 
theatrical world, whoſe: name was SWEENY, but in 
better known by the name of BLanD and Han- was 
Ton: Her: firſt huſband's name-was Bland, who MW Gar 
vas of ſome: very inferior order of Covent- Jon 
Garden Theatre: I recollect, ſo long ago as but! 
F747, her acting in the character of the maid- all { 
ſervant in Tunbridge Walks; from thence ſhe of je 
yet by the help of a good retention, and ſtrong Ml hibit 
and unremitting application, made ſuch rapid im- unlei 
3 chat the 1 as an actreſd 0 in cc 


of Nats; For ſo mann and e 
did ſhe inſinuate herſelf in public eſtimation, that 


Mr. Sheridan judged it almoſt needleſs: to think 
of Mrs. Woffington in the autumn 1751. Hows. 
ever the charming Peggy Woffington was en- 


gaged that year*, and attracted moſt aſtoniſhingly 


by the ſame repeated een Wn; three ſuc-- 


ceſhve winters. 
Mrs. Bland: was Gas”: 2 1 ER 4 apt 


Hermione to Mrs. Woffington' s Andromache,. 


Lady Lurewell to her Wildair, &c.; but when 
ſeen together, like the comet and the falling 
ſtar, it was impoſſible for the audience not in- 
ſtantly to perceive the difference between the 
brilliancy of a true diamond and that of a mere 


Briſtol ſtone like my diamond ring. So of courſe 
Woffy was deſervedly the great magnet, and Mrs. 


Bland was conſequently greatly diſſatisſied, and 
in September 1752 left Ireland diſguſted; and 
was received once more by Mr. Rich at Covent- 


Garden Theatre. Her perſon was rather of the 
en bonne point, but tall, and a good ſet of features, 
but by no means elegant: She poſſeſſed what was 


all ſublime and precious to Mr. Rich, a fine head 
of jetty black flowing locks. That commander 


in chief did not like powder, but wiſhed a pro- 


hibitory act to that article of effeminate luxury, 


unleſs perchance his favourite fair turned grey: So. 


in 1 to her general's taſte, ſhe fe or 


See Vieor's Account. . : 5 
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ever wore dba {x was as ee to the Fall at 
that time, as 1t would be now, to ſee Lady Townly 
im a full ſuit, fit for the Court at St. James's, yet 
without powder ;—and I believe the compliance 
was a two-fold gratification, for ſhe was as fond of 


this her Bach joke, as was her good maſter the ma- 


nager. Mr. Rich had another whim, the rather 
unaccountable, as he was himſelf remarkably ſhort 
in ſtature, yet he had fach an infurmountable 
objeCtion to a five-foot actor, that had he beheld 


the imaginary merits of a Jupiter, Apollo, and 
Achilles, all combined and not fix foot high, he 


would have thought of Garrick, and diſmiſſed 
him his ſtage z ſo fixed an MURAD contempt, and 


enmity had he to Garrick. 


Mrs. Bland | acted that e 171 e 


Shore and Hermione, to Mrs. Cibber's Alicia, 
and Andromache; Lady Townly to Mr. Barry's 
Ford Townly: 


point of quantity ſhe was, or might have been 

termed the cart-horſe of the mill, and Mrs. Cib- 
ber the high mettled b bor the true blooded 
mane: 8 


. 


. e e happened in ee —ĩ 


which tended greatly to her eſtabliſhment : The 


abſence of Woffington had been one lucky point, | 


and the play of Eſſex, wrote by Jones, ſtill much 
more ſo; Qu 


| 1 though well known, from tradition, to 


In ſhort, ſhe was the ſecond 
actreſs of conſequence to Mrs. Cibber, and in 


ueen Beſs and her beef-ſteaks for 


CO! 
no! 


flov 
in! 
that 
ſole 
ſent 
hed. 
And 
very 
time 
velve 
their 
actin 
excel 
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my y Long! and to my Lady, to 2 RP 


of The Earl of Eſſex and the. Albion Queens, or 
Mary Queen of Scots were almoſt obſolete from 


the jumble of rhyme and extravagance which 


they contained, from being well imagined, like 


thoſe in the time of Dryden and Lze,—and the 
play of Mary Queen of Scots, much aſſiſted 


from the undoubted authenticity of Wilkes's good 


acting yet, from the late 50 years diſuſe of b 


bombaſt and fiery flights of fancy, the nat 


conſequence was, our Stage Queen Elizabeth had: 


not been in repute or well attended from the days 


of the celebrated Mrs. Porter: Therefore when 
> WT Jones, the Iriſh bricklayer, produced his eafy ant 


„ flowing ſhort play, founded on the Story of Eſſex, 
8 in February 1753, it met with great ſucceſs, and 


d chat not matter of furpriſe to thoſe who can con- 
n- ſole themſelves. with recollecting its firſt repre- 


n ſentation. Mrs. Bland, luckily for her, ee 
b- bed the id acen; the play was new dreſſed: 


ed And when Mr. Rich arrayed a play, there are few, | 
very few dreſſes I may venture to ſay of modern 
1, fuch as good 


3, Ml times, equal to the intrinfic wort 
velvet, &c. and real lace was neceſſary to make 
their ſtage hz biliments truly fo. Barry's eee 
acting: of Effex, Mrs. Cibber's Rutland, with an 


ad 8 405 | 
Darby and Joan, yet on the ſtage that great per- 
ſonage had been almoſt forgot; for Bankes's plays 


excellent Epilogue, written by Mr. Garrick, gave 
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1 Laid PEN a run of Hind hit at ſeaſon, 


with great reliſh. Mrs. Bland playing the cha- 


rater of Queen Elizabeth in that piece, for ſuch 


a number of nights, with great reputation and 


applauſe, confirmed her as an actreſs in the eye 
of the public: An inſtance how chance makes 
and mars the chain of life's events. The year 
following ſhe became Mrs. Hamilton, which was 
the year Shuter left Drury-Lane for Covent- 
Garden; and from being allowed tolerable there, 


the ſaid Mater Shouter, as the gallery. called him, 


became ſuddenly the ſtar, the wonder, the idol of 
the public. Strange to relate, but true, that the 
degree of eſtimation: ſhould be ſo: materially dif- 


' ferent, merely occaſioned. by the crofling over 
from Ruſſel-ſtreet, Drury-Lane, to Bow-ſtreet, 

Covent-Garden—but all is wonder. This lady 
before- mentioned, Mrs. Hamilion, ſeemed to ſail 


before the wind: It is true Mrs. Bellamy returned 


from Drury-Lane that year, and Miſs Noſſiter 


made her appearance; but all the material weight 
depended on Mrs. Hamilton — She was the Be- 

rinthia, the Millamant, the Portia, and the Syl- 

- via—in ſhort, the leading actreſs in three plays 
out of four: She did mot pride berſelf on her 

friends of quality, but: paid court to many cits, 

who looked on her as an honeſt woman. She 

received and returned viſits in form, had a houſe 

in Vork Buildings, kept her chair, and was riſing 

in reputation and affluence z ſhe had a turn for 


fe 


for 
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attended. In the year 1754, her rival, Mrs. Wof- 


ſington, piqued at the treatment ſhe received on 
the remarkable Dublin riot, (as mentioned by 


r. Victor, Mr. Hitchcock, and others) left the 
alter kingdom, and was engaged at Covent- 


Garden Theatre; but notwithſtanding the no- 
velty and ackndwledged beauty and merit of 


Woffington, Hamilton being familiariſed to the 
audience, (a great point, and much more than 
the moſt rigid critic. is aware of, either in town: 


or country,) as uſe- prevents the foibles being 
ſo glaring, and in fact thus are partly over- 


looked and forgot Ryan's voice is an inſtance 
others might be named, —yet by Mrs. Hamilton's 
conſtant acquaintance with the public, ſhe ſtood. 


her groundz and her black locks, unpowdered | 


or puffed, and ſkin more brown than white, 
ſecured the heart of her manager: Not but ſhe- 
was obliged to ſubmit to the relinquiſhing Lady 
Townly, Portia, and ſeveral prineipal characters, 


and though her murmurs were not vented in. . 
public, (for Queen Woffington held her in the 


moſt ſovereign: contempt), yet Mrs. Hamilton. 
hated her opponent Margaret; and could we have 


ſuppoſed the two rival queens to have had a pitched! 
| battle, the Lord have mercy. upon poor” Woffy, 


_ 


ſor Hamilton would have plunged. her dagger,, 


ceconomy, and was ſaving 1 money faſt ; er 
was increaſing, and her benefits popular and well 
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and hurled her devoted victim to the avenging 


gods—nor would Bellamy have obtained much bo 
mercy from her ireful ſpirit. Notwithſtanding 2 
all this, where her fame of acting was not con- 1 
cerned, ſhe was far from wanting good nature ;: 5 
but originally illiterate and vulgar, the Green A 
Room had not poliſhed her manners: Itthad been x 

p 


better for herſelf (as the ſequel will prove) had 

ſhe been more courtly, and ſpoke and looked ſome- Tru 
times more foreign to the Meir 

In the year 1735-6, theſe Ude Wesen eons | 

| FEY at Covent-Garden Theatre, with the ad- ite 
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| ] before with Mr. Barry im Ireland, where he had i ©* 
| MM ſupplied: the loſs of. Mr. Sheridan as manager, 15 
1 | who had left Dublin on account of the late men- 


=O tioned riot, and: acted that winter at. Covent- ö 
Garden Theatre; therefore Hamilton laboured 8 
= and tugged at the oar, and fretted and fumed, / 


and tugged again ſhe kept her ground, and her = 

benefits improved; but ſtill ſhe was not ſole Em- 15 

preſs, or the firſt in command, and, like Lucy in : 

the Beggar's Opera, A FORE Mears run HOE 

in her head ſtrangely.” | E12 

In the winter bee kinds Gs” Py, matters 115 

5 continued much the ſame; Woffington grew very 103 

I = languid, and except i Frenchified lady, (in a 
4 very bad farce) where ſhe was mani yy her - fr 


ö 25 attraction. 


— 3 
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1 the as of May that ſpring, the = of uh 
fatal attack upon the health of Mrs. Woffington; 
which I have taken the liberty particularly to re- 
late in my Memoirs, was a fortunate event to the 
impatient Hamilton. I never. ſhall forget the 
awful circumſtance which deprived us of real 
beauty, an accompliſhed woman, and a charming 
actreſs, particularly in coquets, &c. As the com- 

mon adage is, that “ It is an ill wind that blows 

« no body good,” ſo. it may be ſaid, and I be- 

lieve with truth, there ſeldom is a death without 
its being a robbery or an advantage to ſomebody. 
The heir who comes into poſſeſſion of a great 

4 | eſtate, can get the better of his feelings by de- 
Wl grees, and views his grounds with a ſuperior fe- 


city to that of the month before, when he looked 
A on poſſeſſion as far diſtant ;—Every child and pa- 


4 rent ſhould remember a father's lovelieſt name is 
friend. I am led to believe there are very few 
deaths in any department, without ſome pil- 
fering; and here it came to paſs with Mrs. 
Hamilton, who. on the retirement of her op- 


ponent, Mrs. Woffington, not only expected 
promotion, but the attractive attendant with ad- 


rancement, more erzolument with new honours. | 
This was the caſe the enſuing ſeaſon, which ſhe 
achieved from Mr. Rich; and on ſhe went with 
an article of yearly increaſing ſalary for 4 length | 
of time. But in che 8 I 769, e her dd : 
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friend and manager, Mr. Rich, departed tliis life, 
and Mr. Beard became joint manager with the 
- widow and Mr. Bencraft. Mr. Beard had mar- 
ried Mrs. Lane, a daughter of Mr. Rich, and 
Mr. Bencraft had married another daughter.— 
New brooms ſweep clean, and theſe new di- 
rectors determined on many alterations in their 
theatrical government. Mrs. Hamilton ſtood, 


— 0 tne! DO OY Us 2 * 
1 ä „ 
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Was to be revived, when the managers allotted 


in her own natural elegance,—that * ſet a beggar 
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as ſhe thought, ſecure, and often let her new 


maſters know who ſhe was, indeed too often | 
in terms of ſuch vulgar aſperity as made them c 
15 diſguſted with her. They knew ſhe was en- c 


paged for ſome years to come, and they muſt in 
conſequence make the beſt of 'their bargain till 
the happy time for releaſe ſhould arrive. In the 


ſpring 1763, the play of © The Lady's Laſt Stake” 


this proud Dame Hamilton the character of Lady 


Wronglove : She was enraged at not having her ec! 
choice of character, for though growing into the form 
vale of life, yet ſhe had fixed determinately on turn 
the gay Mrs. Conqueſt, which was allotted to Miſs Paci 
| Macklin. The diſpute between Mr. Beard and Hand! 
her grew violent, he threatened to forfeit her In ſec 


20l. if ſhe did not comply ; ; The in return yaunted, 


c on horſe-back and he would ride to the devil.“ 


Thus burſting with ambition, ſhe could by no (M'*pir 
means reliſh the tamely ſubmitting to her new Pert! 


c { Wc 
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created maſters;. the Eſquires and Patentees. 
Bencraft had ever been entertained in a ſubor- r 
dinate ſituation in the Theatre, and was only = 1 "i 
tolerable -in Mr. Rich's pantaloons in his har- - 1 
| liquinades : Therefore ſhe aſpired (like Mr. Tho- Will | 
mas Paine) at being a leveller of their diſtintions _ 1 


pockets. 


. (That? as 2 a borſe, 3 
« Ts ſtill a horſe, for all his golden trappings; 555 
« 8o your men of purchaſed titles, at their beſt, are "Eb - 


_ « Bur Gerving men in ric 2 e oe 
8 ; 1 : 


Thus 9 "The ous + not 1 1 
the adminiſtering or the receiving reaſon, perſua - 
tion, or palliation, —- nothing but war, war, war, 
without thinking of events, probable or impro- 
bable;—and unfortunately in anſwer to the ſaid 

: declaration, Mr. Beard {til perſiſted on her per- 
e borming Lady Wronglove, and the Lady in re- 
n turn fired and menaced deſtruction, and from 
ls placing too much dependence on her own ſkill 
id Hand ideal proweſs, ſhe very unwarily pronounced 55 
er II fecret—aye indeed, a fatal ſecret! for ſhe aſ- 
ſured Mr. Beard, though her article was for 
ſome years to come, yet if they preſumed to 
fend her, ſhe would leave the company at the 
<piration of that ſeaſon: For ſhe knew the ſup- 
port ſhe was to that theatres. and in eee 
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| The had made 2 
the late Mr. Rich! 


i : or managers. Phis intelligence, inſtead of meet- 
ing the deſired and intended effect, had quite 
- contrary conſequences for the knit an gry brow 


the moſt placid, ſmiling, and pleaſing. He bowed 
and returned thanks for the unexpected and truly 
welcome intelli gence, and aſſured the lady that 
the article ſhould be cancelled the next day, and 
"he was welcome at the end of May to depart to 
where her fancy pleaſed beſt.” And in this fooliſh 

_  unthinking conduct ſhe may have been faid to 
fail, and bring on her own deſtruction. She 


ſo cavalierly: However, drawing vanity and ſelf- 

conſequence to her aid, the kept up her hauteur 
to the managers to t 

_ wardly aſſuring herſelf, 


with increaſed: liberality of terms 
offered, and ſhe would then forgive the managers 
and be more cautious in future. Plumed with 


left her huſband, Mr. Hamilton, on a plan of bis, 
for opening a tea- hop in ſome advantageous part 


of the town, and went on a ſummer theatrical 
e as 1 ee . 


ea ha choſe in her wed with 


ly by which the agreement did 
not continue in force! with any future manager 


and eye of terror, changed inſtantly to features 


naturally muſt have felt chagrined at being treated 


the end of the ſeaſon, i in- 


nat by the approach of 
the enſuing winter, repentance and ſubmiſſion, 


„ Would be 


the certainty of "theſe pleaſing reflections, the 


2 daily to 
4 | 
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de called for. During ner rural reſic « fro m 
the | Metropolis her huſband died: 1 ae 5 
from many circumſtances he had: not Sade Re | 

but by hear- „ 


well; but of that matter I know no 
ſay and if my reader has been long acquainted 


how fallacious, as well as miſchievous, Mr. Hear- 
ſay is every week, day, and hour. But ſthez: be⸗ 
dewed in tears and bedecked in weeds, and wiſh-. 
ing, like Lady Brumpton, for ſome favourite 
Nutbrain to view her; and on the view adore, 
thus befurbelowed, in the month of September, 
returned to London. She had I believe, - ac 


had intruſted entirely to the care of her huſband. 
Now ſhe being utterly unacquainted with mat 2 
ters of buſineſs in the commercial line, expected 
that gold was on the ſurface, and more at the 
n but alack-a-day, to her aſtoniſhment, 
of when he came to view her late huſband's effects, | 
05 and i inquire at the bank after her riches, he had 
out N aded every ſhilling. „ 
r black hairs growing grey; and 
ſhe might be looked on, when chat 3 hap- 
pened, like Niobe, all tears and was molt truly; 
wretched and ſorlor 1: Poverty ſeized faſt hold, | 
and led her ſlowly to 2 | home of horrgry; wherer 
ihe hadLmdeed ſome theatrical property and ſtage 
clothes ol valoe;. alſo ſome good gs and 
Vdume E ; 


3 


was ſhe left, ke 


with this beehive, the world, he or ſhe muſt know h 


cumulated full two thouſand | unde; this „e 1 


j It buy 


6-3 
china. 3 for whe Gf time, pr 


dence, which ſuggeſted immediate applica 
her offended managers, not doubting - but * 6 
Ioſſes, affliction, and ſubmiſſion, with her own 1 
imagined infinite merit thrown into the ſcale, | \ 
ly reſtore her to her happy and lu- 4 

erative Kituation, the which ſhe had in ſpleen and : 
eee ee rat. WY * 
ee the good inſtigation, and elated with | 


aſſurance of ſucceſs and weleoi nod, the 
| Joſt no time, but in her ſables ane herſelf of 
like Ae $0: nen wk i _ Pyrrhu _ 


40 Bebeld hop bs you have 1 a queen" cha 

5 Wen Priam Kneel' 4 the great Achilles wept,” b 

| 4 
But Mr. N felt not t che m8 ike hat to N 
mighty King. Anger and fixed | diſlike had fu pf 
taken deep root in the breaſt of the ate infultd the 
manager: The widow only received: Cove 
reproaches for her ingratitude and ill behavi conf; 
and was bid ſuddenly to depart the Royal Covent- h ind 
Garden Palace, never to enter the doors again gladl 
as a performer and 1 zr ber was veri- filing 
fied : For as it correſponded iT: tertai 

| wiſh, he Was C: LPA good 
perſevering in his reſolution; «A the ſ⸗ 


5 s, from her wn » fooliſh 5 es bi 
error has been and wi 


wonde 
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deal than that unfortunate. heroine. poſſeſſed: 5 | 
She ſuddenly found herſelf / thrown/ from x 
ſituation full of proſpect. As to Drury-Lane 


Theatre, Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. 


| Yates, and Mrs. Clive precluded every chance . 
engagement there; a circumſtance; ſhe ſhould 
particularly have attended to: For ſoit happens, 
that principal performers at that time and now, 
might quit their quarters and be gladly received 
on the other ſide of the way, or on the other ſide 
of the water, at Dublin; but time and chance are 
ul deceivers. Mr. Barry, Mrs. Cibber, 
Mrs. Yates,. Mr. Woodward, and others often 
changed ſides and opinions like their ſuperiors, but 


were not always right. Thus circumſtanced ſhe. 


Covent-Garden, thought her an obje 


* worthy his 


eonſideration, which oceaſioned his offering a 


handſome falary; ; which ſhe, as. matters ſtood; 
gladly accepted after her 


tertained hopes of great ſucceſs from her for 


good reception in Dublin, and doubted: tio but 


the ſame good fortune would naturally follov , 


8 2 


. 


had no reſouree but to offer her ſervices in Ireland 
to Mr. Moſſop, who remembering the fame ſhe had 
| ſupported ſeventeen years before in Dublin, and 
the capital ſituation ſhe had kept from that time in 


ier ſudden inkings, her 9 
rings, and her fallings; 5 at the ſame time the « en- . 


on her preſent emergency. But Dublin was in 5 
a "yt ant ſtate as to theatrical entertains 
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7 theatrical annals, was now only that winter, per- 


- 
DO 


0 . — 2 
* 


10 TAE WANDERING 1 PATENTEE.. 


en ; At that period the town as wearied: But 
with the various benefits, and parties occaſioned 
by the rivalſhip between the two theatres, under 
the different directions of Barry and Moflop—for 
though Woodward was gone, and had returned to 
London, as the prodigal,/that autumn, yet Barry, 
_ With the aſſiſtance of Sheridan, &c. was not only 
ſtronger, but maintained a great ſuperiority. Nei- 
ther houſe was regular in their . but 
Barry's much the beſt in 1763-4. wy 
Mrs. Hamilton was, on her Arte Abb nee i in 
Dublin, ill received, and then much diſliked. Her Je 


.< way of life was fallen into the ſear, the yellow [A 
c leaf; and ſhe had loſt her troop of friends“ 5 
She who had. made fo ſhining a figure in the hi 
in 


mitted to play an inferior caſt, and not tolerated 
Ii AT character but Mrs. Peachum in The Beg- 
gar's Opera, which was Moflop's: beſt card, owing 
to Miſs Catley being engaged for her firſt ſeaſon 
in Dublin; and Father Time had formed 


wrinkles on the face, in place of the former dim- lor 
ples and bewitching ſmiles—that ſaid hard-hearted for! 
old dog, Time, had alſo ripened and brought to hi 
perfection in Ireland, i in the interim, the youth of ſuec 
that day, Mrs. Dancer, (late Mrs. Bar V, now croſ 
: Mrs. Crawford). alſo Mrs. Abington. and Mrs. 35 
n 


eme ww en the See- in ane 0: ad- 


. 
3 j " 


*. 


days or Years may be attended with health and 


828 


very good circumſtances. e ee 9 09 e 


x ay as rm time oe engine ws a8 NET Abu 
e her to be ze, the gage or the Somme ſeaſon 
„nn fome country company in Ireland, unknowing 


was worſe, the ke 
probed her wounded mind to make it worſe; for 


London and Dublin ſtages offered no proſpect 


ſued her unremittingly; for ſo it fell out, that her 
| croſs fate ſeated her in the ſtage- coach (which 
was to convey. her to a country troop of come- 


„ 


4 of Wa PAN: the fire of youth to the 
meditation and flow penſive ſtep that leads to 
eternity. Each of the ladies mentioned, I believe 
are happily ſecure of every neceſſary affluence 
this world requires; and T wiſh "their remaining 


happineſs... Mes. Fixzhenry died i in 1791, and 1 


Mrs. Hamilton Grhoſe hiſtory I kave BE 
yet finiſhed) failing as to attraction, got, I con- 
jecture, but ill paid that winter by Moſſop 3 


ed what her fate was to be in the winter. This 
muſt have occaſioned bitter reflections, and what 
eenneſs of the anguiſſi only 


tor future reception, nor likelihood of a com- 
fortable aſylum to give refuge for her winter days, 
which were faſt approaching: : Her ill ſtar pur- 


dians at Kilkenny) with a ſwaggering Captain as 
a fellow Feier, Sb talked of her cages, her a 


wo e 2 6 
72 1 Ko - — A oo q 
3 2 ae 1 ö © 
e e 85 —— 2 * *. To” 
add 3 F L - > þ 
- 4 — - _ - ""_ - 
* 3 xt 22 1 


8 8 

0 (or > b 2 
Er 
r 


138 
prudence, economy, voy f bs rtune N . 
bluſtered of his drums, his guns, his wounds, 
and what was more ee to this almoſt ſu- 
perannuated widow, he talked of love: He preſſed, 
the ſighed— He was ſtrong and violent; —ſhe 
5 ee but it was, be it chaſtely obſerved, on 
Honourable terms: She had long determined 


4s = bx happy On ſuch conditions, ares a bul⸗ 
1 bak was to be god in the far 3 


Gs For it in a modeſt way the Hike © als > 14 ; 5 5 
4. Was a great dae of that ame.” 8 5 15 


kl fuck were her Pires. 1 e py a 
155 happy: woman to obtain a ſtrong young Iriſhman 
of twenty⸗ five; and again how happy the fwain, 
to gain a buxom widow, with plate, jewels, and 
the idea of riches that would make a fort une at 
the gaming table. I cannot help thinking they 
2 at CINE e 9 — e * | 
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5 capt. oft * E Gs me, 1 
Old Lady. My life, my , 

© Ting Capt. Thro' all the world I'll pr ile " 

Ol et 9 ſhepherd of the 1 a | 

ee Jedens. „ 555 „ 
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"Nog Capt. Pear idol of 120 
"0 ge Heart. 


8 1 My life, my * love. 
01d 1 05 "Thus love“ g 1858 — — aner, 
ung Capt., My rural queen of love! 
Ol Lady. "Thus on my boſom fi ng” 


Yung Capt. My life, my only love ! 1 35 . A ” 0 
ON Lady. | Thus ee * e — 48 


| Fang Capo, Jealous. s. 
| Old Lat. ' Thow arty nly= | 25 


1 
Young ve! VVV 
l b % WW APR) a * 6 Sy o 


8 Young Caps. Aﬀail us, es oe ne LI ie gags EY 
7 Old Tdh. My wertende the grove. 
| F Thus love's ſweet poiſon drinking, | 

x My life, my only love. (Embracing) 
was .bite the biter, or each biter 
bits He ecke riches and great benefits by 
marrying this famous actreſs; 3 and the fooliſhly 
imagined he was poſſeſſed of the fortune he 
 boaſted—ſhe longed to be once more. an. honeſt | 
woman, united in the. bands of holy wedlock, 

and to be a lady—aye, and a Captain 8 lady, who. 
TO HOUSE * N or OO 55 „ 
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and, like Lady Townly, after dreaming of Win- 
ning thouſands, ſhe waked without one ſhilling— 
and then how like a hag ſhe looked For the day of 
wedlock with Mrs. Sweeny was, as might be ex- 

| pected, her Road 1 Ruin; and ſhe might be truly 
called the Mourning © Bride: For each day after 
the mutual deception was: diſcovered, was to her 


a day of cares. Not but the. would have been 


cContented with her lot, lived on bread and water, 
and made her arm a pillow for her lord and huſ- 
72 band's head, with the cold earth her reſting-place, 
and her food the ſhepherd's alms; but though 
. ſhe could be pleaſed with her bargain, yet the 
8 youthful vigorous ſwain was by no means ſo eaſily 

_ contented. And ſhe muſt have been ſtupidly vain 
to have ever ſuppoſed a happy union would or 
could take place ſo oppoſitely paired as to age. 
The noble Captain was only on half-pay, and 
therefore went with her from place to place, 


pawning and ſelling her remains of clothes, 


ſpoons, &c. as they travelled from one itinerant 


company to another. She tried an engagement 


at Edinburgh, but could not be retained a ſeaſon; 
cc her powers were blaſted,” as Romeo expreſſes; 
* and her teeth were gone before her to the bed 

ce of duſt:” She was the deſpairing Tragic Muſe, 
moving from place to place, like Theſpis in a cart, 
and water was her drink, who had been uſed to 
live. in a degree of ſplendor, and look down on 
little folks below her; and when accident ſur- 
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moſt beautifully and forcibly- 
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reduced a ſhining guinea or the fplen- 
8 Her Waggeriug mate gave her! in re- 
turn urn the frapado, and loft no tinte in fquan ering 
e ſum at cards r billiards, and in his 
rage for his wt ill Auck and bad conduct, he re? 
turned in the morning to vent reproaches, and 
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giving” Herd n guet, fo om r her; Tamer el. 
tragedy- bowl and dagger, and relieved herſelf 
from a mĩferable exiſtence, unleſs heavenly re- 
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deſcribe. ſuck a ſituations | 
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« And;: at the beſt; ſhews but a baſtard valour. deed © 
This life's a fort committed to our truſ t.. 
Which muſt not be yielded up till for d. : 


LTH 47 


© Nor will I—he's not valiant that dares die. 
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ſtrongly backed in her petition 
friends, Mr. and V 
kind and good to her; in conſequence he 


5 ; ladies for the York” ſeaſon. ? She be 
. nes chargers of” ( e Eizabeth and 


About twenty»three 100 ears e cle, — 
of woe, I ſaw her i in A hee company. at Malte 
in the character, of the Nurſe in Romeo and 
juliet, in the year 1771, being in truth reduced 
to her 1 laſt. Shift: Her tender leech of a 


huſband luckily dropped from her, and left her 
to the care of her own. contentment... - How- 


ever, being quit of her bad and. fooliſh, Dar 


gain, after having in vaiti made Forme pf 


ſolicitations,” ſhe judged chat beir | 
woman, and not having the incumberance of 


Mr. Sweeny, ſhe might be taken into the Vork 


— 


company, and end her days w. th de ecency, con- 


tent, and happineſs: For the ſcenes of diſtreſs 


fhe had experi need, arithis all the horrors of 
ry and hard uſage, made ſuch a ſituation as 
the Vork. Theatre almoſt as enviable as her former 


ſtate of ſtage grandeur. She alſo wrote, and 


pleaded. her being kind to. me when there was 


little hope or likelihood of 1 my being her. ſuperior 
In life; which was aftrict*t 


truth. She was alſo 
etition by our mutual 
frs: Hal, who bad ever bee 


« $5468 


was, in January 17%, entertained: in my lift of 
egan with her 


8 ance ſhe made was in Lady Brumpton, and when | 
x giving an account to Tat?leaid, of the envy and 
d havoc, 82 would, make on her firlt' N 5 


en ivory—weary with 2 Jong ſervice, gave way, as 
he the real ones had done long before, and inthe utmoſt 
of Wl confuſion ſhe retired ; but they were paſt repair! 


il | THE-WANDERING, PATENTEE. | 1 


purſuing, her, for a. ludicrous circumſtance! oc 
curred in Lady Brumpton, on her ſecond night of | 
performing, which to her was no joke, but t 0 * 
moxtifying, whatever it may be to the reader. 1 
She, by the good nature of the audience, (who 
being! informed of her once eſtabliſhed fame, and 
pitying the various ſcenes of diſtreſs ſhe had under- 10 


989 $6.5 


great CE 7 deere on Yep performing 8 
the brave Queen Beſs; and, I dare imagine 
that ſhe experienced more happineſs and ſleep 
that delightful | evening, unknown for months 
and years on her bed of thorns, all damp with 
tears, rent from a heart of anguiſh and deſpair 3. 
but this unfortunately was only a gleam of ſun- 


ſhine from a 2 lowering ſky, for the next appear- 


Ms. 00-29 


| ag: * 0 Ld n de HEY her upper. ; 
and lower tier in front, —of yellow (not white). 


and the unfortunate. actreſs, full of tears and 
chagrin, mumbled through the remainder of the 
play, and retired to her pots, but not to taſte =: 5 
ö 2831 FA v.34 an. os G 6 $65 Mw 5 


Cd 8 


: n 


5% | 
- 5 
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poſe, fo the defect was fo evident, that ever after 
her name Was received with alpalt in d che play- 
bill, and the hoſpital recommen ed as the Pro- 

| Poe place for her reception. 5 ee 
When the public take an ill-natured turn; n no 
perſons ſuffer the laſh more ſeverely than players, 
N they look on them as their ſervants and law- 
8 ful 5 game 3 and as ſuch think they have a greater 
- privilege over Performers than any other ſet of 
. dependents or clafs of perſons whatever. Now, 
however diverting the tragedy heroine's Toſs i in 
1 front, might be to an independent ſpectator, yet 
3 - 9 wr it Was a ſerious matter of reflection 
5 indeed, as it gave a ſtab to the poſſibility of her 
„ retained at her comfortable habitation and 
| agreeable proſpect in the Vork company; for 
| truth very plainly told her i in ftrong terms, that 
a decent fituation in any, other company of 
comedians would be very unlikely, and almoſt 
75% yain attempt to attain. However the loſt no 
time in writing a full account of her caſe to Mr. 
Whitlock at Newcaſtle, who ſeeing. her aCting 1 ina 
barn ſome two or three years previous to this fatal 
crxent, had with great kindneſs and Humanity, 
; ſupplied her defect in front, to enable her to attain 
the real neceffaries of life, and made her a preſent 
7 3 the artificial ſet, which by too frequent uſc 
| e had unluckily worn to the ſtumps, and was 
ut all futore ſervice. However Mr. 
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toubrful fire. My beriefit night theſeaſon's 


plays 3 Lover, written 
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wn it was Athene 0 
the leading ladies, to perform Pr ' charattvrs | ; 
whatever without CN LIE very. 
charitably and generouſly ſent her a ſet as a pre- 
pecting any gratuity for: is labour, . 
But whether hewaswrong in the eee. x:t 
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ſulficient to take Bold of is . dale & maverias, 

cannot fa y, but ſhe Was | | : 

or repair the defect: In — iK will oF 

de is credited, dhe v Was e ee to retire,—it _—_ 
; Call the dülmal pprefientions* ok OS 


iy a, pn, "A. 


berland, which was the firſt year of its rg pro =” 
aces in * Sent charakter: A 


cally waxed to e Captain e = © yt 
againſt her for zel. due to Nr Willvr, 

which wil — . dieren times Stall ed er C 8 

Captain's amuſement at cards, dice, &. L men- 

tion this « eireumſtance, as it occaſioned a 

e _—_— not 10 to the 1 

ber dead Aitys- lad a _— tip 
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5 perceived che bai | 
| eluded by. taking the ſtair- caſe up to my dwelling- 
houſe, inſtead of that to the, -playbouſe paſſage; : 
her rumble was great; 1 .could, not conceive! the 

buy approaching, my.dining-r0om door, when 
inſtantly with a, ruſh and ſcream, equally 5 
iet of Mrs, Siddons i in Belvidera, ſhe entere 
is the. apartment breathleſs, pale, and full of tragedy 
| horror, from fear and perturbation, and fell as 


from miſery, famine, and jail. When. at; 
recovered from her right, and unfeigned 
| amazement, ſhę related to me all the melancholy 


_ patticulars, and the fear ſhe had not only of being 
1 OY taken eee but dhe unhappineſs it 


eee had pin 8 ſuf⸗ 
| ficient to ſecure herſelf as dycedity aß poſſible, by 
= flight from the hard- fiſted 


Now be it 


known good reader r, chat her perſon. was. very 


corpulent, and being worn and tixed with care 
and trouble, added to the eight. Of, years un- 

thinkingly ſpent, it cannot be ſuppoſed that ala- 
erity was in her range of. remaining excelleneies: 
But ſhe, with the timidiheart.of à hare, ſet off 


fer the Theatre, with all the full ſpeed he 
miſtreſs of, but by inſtinct, ag I may call i Mo ſhe 


Was 


iliff in full. ſcent, who ſhe artfully 


8 80 and more naturally and pictureſquelythan 


4 ſhe had ever preſented | herſelf t to the > public, Either 
in 7 ane Shore, Conſtance, or in any other ſtage 


erſonage; Indeed the did not want me, her the- 
atrical monarch, to bow to her, but to ſaye her 
little 


— 


— 


rar wur. 0 D 


to * the new play, on! her manager night“, 
thrown. into confuſion; 24 however the bolts and 


ing ſecured, and her coming privately into 
the Theatre to dreſs, and all the doors „ 
and no egreſs or regreſs to ſtrange face or faces, 
all went ſmoothly. on. I kept her to ſup, with 
me, and detained her till paſt 12 O clock, and on 
the Sunday morning, under the lar nnd of tym „ 
N Yorkſhire ſexvants, tain 

theatre, had her ſafely. amen e ober lodgings3 4 
ſhe then was ſecure, and at freedom to relate. 
all the particulars, and proved indiſputably, e 
cording to the laws. of the land, that the bailiff 


bars bei 1 


had no right to arreſt her, not only producing her 


certificate of marriage, but alſo alleging that Mr. 
Aicking of the London Theatre, gave her away 
in marriage to Captain Sweeny, then living. 2 
though he had abſconded from her. I wrote to 
Mr. James, Aickin, of Drury-Lane Theatre, on 
the ſubject, who did no not loſe a poſt to relieve the ; 


diſtreſſed wife, and give me full information, that 


himſelf, or his brother, of Caron order 985 2 
tre 1792) 1 believe th 


at the marriage ceremony, wad? given Pon Sand at 


the holy altar in Ireland: This ſtopped any fur⸗ 
ther law, proceedings on. that ſuit, againſt that 


* Writs are generally ſerved.on perfornaers, when, their 1 
ces are materially wanted by the manager.. 


1 
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ap e leer | SATENTEE.. 
acts with 2h e liev pores fr Was Mrs. 
Heidlebergh,” in the Clandeſtine Marriage, on 


Saturday, April 11, 19925 1 Was the Lord 
Ogleby, Ant that: was my laſt appearance that 


| ſeaſon, as I Was preparing in a day or two, for a 
he Wander- 
ing Patentee. Her benefit was but indifferently 


trip to Ireland, truly in character as 


attended; for ſhe was not ſuffieientiyt known or 
4 conſidered, to make her misfortunes a matter of 
5 moment or attention, '6therwiſe" no place; be it 


ken is more ready than the city of 


Fork; to help che unfortunate and feeble ; they 


1 


I \ For melting chart 
empty purſe, Aeperted from 


- When Mrs. Sweeny, ' with 
Tork city, he had 


\ propria perfimar iti the Green - Room 
who, when the left that capital, was ri 
oo: and fatins well befringed; yet wa 

altered in every reſpect by old Father Tir 


be of the moſt erguißtely bleaßtig, but 1E moſt 


poignant, kind: Not chat ſhe made 


e her public 
entry into the Covent-Garden palace without a 
ſervant; for though her ſtage rich livery-pages 
had reſigned, ſhe: was SEES P07 with the con- 
ſtant friend and ſe Ne ee 9 


ave on uch arenen hands as open as day 


*) 0 reſource but that of Predücing hepfelf- in 


| Strain of misfortunes, that her feelings, on enter- 
ing the gay metropolis and che theatre could not 


faced-poverty was her . <ntive 
haquey from that time to the end of her diſconſd- 
late and weary days. She was ſo reduced i * 
pride and pocket, and looked ſo meagre, wan, 
and changed, that ſolicitation was inſtantly ne- 
ceſſary at the Green- Room of each Theatre for 
her immediate ſupport: Such application was no 

ſooner made, but with united heart and hand ſhe 
was ſuccoured and relieved, particularly from her 
former head quarters at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
where ſeveral of the performers, once her com- 
rades, were exiſting, and anxious for her future 
welfare. But we all know that donations, hows . 
ever freely given at firſt, by too frequent applica- 
tions become tireſome; 3 and the once feeling heart 
| at length grows callous, and the object „ 
where diſtreſs ſets the heart in alarm, the eye in 
a flood, and the hand in a tremble, all ceaſe _ 
their ſenſi ility, and what was nervous be comes - 
1, eſtranged; ſtrong fibred, and of another com- 
n WM plexion : Such was the lot of this once firſt-rate 
0 actreſs. She ever preſerved cleanlineſs to a de- 
J gree that might have been a leſſon to thoſe of 
. higher order, who ſeldom appear the goddeſs 
but when decked in falſe co ours. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hull, ner conſtat nt friends, WETE « even. 850 0 to 
her partake of their friendly boar 


EA 


reſource (after her various kerung almoſt the 
whole of . diſaſters were zccal Ty falſs- 


— 2 
* 
92 
3 


. th [ ence): vas; b the: OM of 


weekly ſtipend of courſe was but ſmall it may 
ceeaſily be conjectured, in a theatre of ſo narrow a 
ſceale, and of a 6 Jenſon x not more than 0 


8 | d her to exiſt, but o Boe and die 
80 tenden Ch 


of her * ſhe h 


«© 4 Che fell like a _— exhalation in le! evening, 
e nick o an | e ee gte e 92. 


5 8 ae . to e lady 1. cannot help 
recurring to a trifle on my part to h lp a little. 
Seeing her at Mr. Hull's: a year or two before 
her happy death, I ſhook. her by the hand and 
at it, made her feel the mighty ſum of half 
a-guinea; her expreſſion in keſture was ſuch 33 
WS © a never forgets. the et not, * eager! 


A 
* 
why 12 * $ 2 100 1 
WS * KS * 
* 
Ed 
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Mr. Hull to 9 and drefler at 
Mr. Love's little new theatre at Richmond; her 


iſtian: Experience had 
aſe, benen eee dee not 
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1 hand kiſfed it, and wept upon it; and 
inarticulately . cc God bleſs you! She would 

have bowed lower, but her feebleneſs and weight, 
and my ſhrinking from ſuch a homage for ſome- : 
thing, nothing, ” made me ſhudder to havet ef- 
fered ſuch a _ leffening to my inſignificant ſelf, N 
But it certair Ly. is a leſſon for every ſelf, and 
ſhews us ** what we may be, a. as e as Rees we ; 
are or have been OO 8 0 
I muſt intrude a * words more on the ſub⸗ 
Which is, to inform the public, or at leaſt 

rt of the public wh have. not heard the 

liſhed, was 5 owing eee to. the rmisfort nes 
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and will be. waſting pron gn for the credit of : 
the ſtage and its profeſſors. The | Theatrical 
Fund was put into practice | during the life of the 
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occaſion of, ſhe was precluded from reaping any 


po” xMlaving! at length finiſhed dy eurer with Me. 


in the character of Jaffier; alſo after that 


. WANDERING pivewres: 


: od him aſtray = 
his brother a 


3 


laid Mrs. Sweeny, but what ſhe was the Kappy 
benefit from, as ſhe did not at that't time belong 
to either of the London Theatres ;” however ſhe 
had, J believe, A handſome donation: And here | 
I leave her as a warning to myſelf and others, as 
it 18 is eafy in e en ry tust to direct and ſay, 


V3 x6 "$58 . . 
* . i 4. 8 


4 That w want t of prudence i is a want of ſenſe,” 


[none before I clofe the York ſeaſon of 177 
I ͤmuſt not omit to mention that Mr: Yo 
from the Theatre at'Edi iburgh, made 0 ap- 
pearance that ſpring; viz. on Thur day, April 21, | 


played Plume and Macheath © He was well re- 
ceived; He is a gentleman of education, o a good 
entity, and is a very entertaining companion; 
Mus bred a painter, and I am told promiſed much 
im that profeſſion, but his propenſity for the ſtage 
He has à genteel annuity from | 
man of fortune, and in general WF" 
eſides:at Bath; he loves his bottle, his eaſe, and the 
his inn he gout has humoured his indolent d 
fre quent the 


qualities, by honouring him With een fr. 


viſits, as to prevent his being boards poll 

loves to tread;—he alſo adds ade for the of 
8 WEE old 

en to ois ther PRO 4.0 pn 1 ö 
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Maſter and Miſs WeEsT were . aki 
ſpring from Edinburgh, as dancers. They were 
the children of the late Mr. Weſt of Drury-Lane 
Theatre. They had merit and aſſiduity to re- 


8 


power of Cupid, and offered his hand and heart, 


1, and love for love; the ceremony was performed 
e Nat York. I am informed that ſhe makes a. very. 


of her good qualities he firſt ſuffered love. She 
has not appeared on any ſtage as a dancer ſin e- 
being Mrs. Suett, but combs the lap- 


ge be ſervant (not her huſband)— and it i is her o. 


m fault if in every reſpect ſhe is not a contented wo- 
nan. I never heard to the contrary—ſo I hope 


nd they will live long and happy together. 


15 Now, patient reader, (for I hope you are ſo, or 


at che Lord have merey on me) 1 beg vou will ſup- 


he WY pole it Saturday, April 25, 1752, and that Iam 
he backing up my matters for a viſit once more to 


old ei the liberality of which country. Th have: 


kt e with en 


. L 


commend, them to the audience, and continued 
with me ſome ſeaſons. Maſter W eſt was re- 
markable for making what we call a good bill, | 
and has drawn extraordinary erowyds of all de- 
Inominations on his benefit nights. In the courſe 
of their ſtay with me, Mr. Suett firſt felt the 


his every. thing, to Miſs Weſt, who very wiſely 
accepted of all, and gave him grace for grace, 


good wife, but Benedict never told me for which 
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Memoirs. ty e vhanipuaioh: was . 
. dn man Walde who the year preceding hag! 


been the Lord Mayor of York. I was favour ( 
with his company, as buſineſs reſp Ring a legacy, the 
left him by a ſiſter of the late Mr. Flood, mad: Wil the 
Bis preſenee neceſſary at that time in Dublin, to ene 
viſit a Mr. Lee, his attorney, who was employed ben 


by the Alderman on that neceſſary buſineſs. We Bill "<* 
got ſafe to Holy head on Tuefday evening, in 
April 28, 1772, but we were obliged to ftay v 
chere, as the wind did not ſerve for Ireland till I Me 
the Sunday following, May 3, when the wind Ml . 
Was fair, and in the evening we ſet ſail, and ar- 1 
rived in old Dublin city early on the day follow. il 
ing, May the 4th.” We got to an hotel, a very 
| good one, but I forget the ſtreet, nor is it mate- Wi Th 
rial. e __ as uſual pages ae fickneſs on my N 


vo Theatre in the even- 
ing, 41 e * was Ne and Juliet Romeo, 0 
Mr. Lewis, who was then a ſprightly lad, but no: WW 
more ſpirited or equally ſo as at this preſent day. : 

He aQted the part with much energy and pro- Dy 
miſe. A Mrs. Sparks, a very handſome woman, wa 


was the Juliet, and I expected from her genius 
and fine eyes, teeth, &c. that ſhe would have WY" 
proved a beauteous flower ere this time; but her 
playing laſt winter in a country company in Scot- 
land, and not maintaining her popularity : at Dub- 

_ and ns makes me fear 8 . either abf 
; 3 3 


- 


bear f 
in the Firſt 1 ; 
which has "SAR wong ah en eee 8 125 
Mother g ont N 


e 


er of Crow-ftreet, to whom I had 


| cogaged for fevent or eight nights: I perfectiy 

remember my prephecy to him on that day, now _ 

| noe, that F ſhould live to ſee him 
Theatre; 


-fituation in the London 


tc 41 n was, 4 is, 3 York. mall 8 wh 1 
te The largeſt city of the three.” W 


Ie did not: a little pleaſe me to enter iner uk 
| Theatre, lik 
my own memory filled with the firſt actors of the 
aze, and the alteration on > ſuch a ſy decline & 
evidently. to feel myſelt, | 
Theatre, ſuperio ö hes, ſcenes, regu - 
of payment, pa every S of ect. 8 | 
Dublin was. then rent in twain by the weight of 
two theatres. There were, however, ſeveral per- 
formers of merit in each. I was peculiarly happy _ 
with the reception of my remnant of friends; for 
had been ſtrict in nis 
arreſt, arid Had actually dex * d me of at leaſt 5 


e that of Crow-ſtreet, once within 


that fell ſerjeant Death, 


es out of f four,” in the ſhor 


16 his anche! Mr. Dantes 8 


* . — 
S 0 8 3 4 , a 
. Go - P. BA lia DSI Ro 
7 9 2 1 a 
: * * e Hg 
4 — = — — nnen , 
. N : * 2 - 
- - = — 4 
2 . 
— = —ů— . * — — — 2 3 
4 4 * — — 
1 1 r 
Se _ 4 += err ry 
a © "WW I 
A FRF 6 
_ TO © 1 
=, 3 = 
— 1 Ly 


y "—— 


1 
o 
* 
: 
= 9 
1 
8 
e 
1 
7 1 
7 
4 
:B 7 
: 7 
* [3 * 
1 >. uy. 
BM 
+ or 
5 | 
: 4308 
* * F 
2 1 
3} ; 
1 
= 1 
. 
1 
s 1 
; ; of 
: 1 * 
s Pati. 
TY 
N 
04 
Fo 
+ 4K 
ſ [RV 
2 +. 
£ Ra 4 
1 N 
. AS 
? 4 
+ WY 
4. 
4 27 " 
1 RS 
r 
2 ö 
1 
2 "IF © 
v - 1 ' - Wy 9 
\ {f 
* 1 * 
1 7 
41 $5 
> 1 
y Ha 
2 4- ö 
| 
25 . [ 
1 
1 
1 11 
2. 
1 
1 3 
3 4 1 
5 8 
: * 1 
*% 10 
0 Py 
N 
t 
"7 * — 
ot * 
. 1 1 oo 
+ 
"= 
| ; 
2 *1 
1 
23 
1 
iir 
W417 
T9 122 
9 
| $A 
o 
p . 
4.1 
2 428 
8 
0 
P. 


760 


theatre, Mr. Dawſon, and Mr. eee and the 


very kind, attentive, and much attac E 


particularly well received at the Theatre, alſo 


never to be forgotten fr ends there 
lities I received there by the ret of each 


performers, particularly Mr. Heap 


E he: Chaigneau's and the Forbes's ths, ſo 

en mentioned in my Memoirs, were the only 
perſons! living of my! old. acquaintatices. + My 
Captain Ironfides, Major Sturgeon, &c. were 


Colonel Oldboy, notwithſtanding their partiality 
to the favourite OWE Mr. IVES ry ac ted that 


My benefit 5 Dublin, that 


ſeaſon, was well attended. ih aroma . 
4 1 3 FT 45 N 418 5 1 if | 
Mr - WILKINSON's Bapuery, 

| - 3 fit 8 * 111 
THE BROTHERS. 


Ir. 5 3 Young Belfield, Ar. Van at 
Foy Sir Benjamin Doye, Mr. OReeſe me 


Skiff —Mrs. Heaphey, Lady Dove, Mrs. Sparks, W 


” Sophia I: Played +[ronfides. with the Com- A 


3838 hich. e a1 node, 1 en ty 
x 2 
{ 


u AND _ earners. 
cle with the following lines, which v wer 


«KAbicet ubique, long time did I roam, 


But mem' ry there oft recall'd to my mind 
My patrons in Dublin—how focial—how kind; 
% A ſomething—I know not—perhaps inſpiration, 
(At leaf, I am ſure, 'twas a ſtrong inclination) 
A jogs gave my heart, which I could not withſtand, 
For Dublin, my boy, tis of genius the land? 
Each viſitor. there with a welcome they greet; | 


In what my heart whilſper'd, I ſafe could ha” 

_ « Your candour, your kindnels, e'er this I have try'd :: 
. «. Then accept thanks for preſent, and all favours paſt, : 
2 . —_ e thoſe Favours ne n Inſt.” 


Van: 
ceele, 


parks, 


Com Mils Archbold, and as che principal dancers it is 


tf 


Con- 


« 1 5 with ie bail an me elaſtt to this ſhores | 


" Tin fortune at York has at length fix d my home z 5 i, 


% *Tis there Hoſpitality fixes her ſeat. _ 18 


1 W not omit a whimbcal circumſtance, 7 
which actually occurred one evening during my _ 
mort ſtay in Ireland in 1773. I went to the play 
at. Smock-Alley Theatre, where the entertain : 
ment was a Pantomime, which concluded, as is 
cuſtomary, with a dance. The firſt dancer was 


well known are ſeldom incumbered with more 
than a ſhort petticoat and a pair of drawers, by 


> of ſmall e it ee a8 chat young 
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lady was capetin g with great- agility;;as. ſhe forunp 
occur what a whimſical appearance the figure, 


gination; but the damſel, ſwift as lightening, 
jumped round, and ſtooping to achieve her loſt 


wind to ſet his mill a-going, when to ſupply the 


(like Miſs Archbold), at the mill, the which ſets it 
a. going with prodigious velocity, to the great en- 


- highly entertaining and comic. That the cir- 


witneſſes to that exhibition : : It was highly ne- 


up, her light petticoat flew down : It will naturally 


fo unaccoutred will convey to the reader's ima- 


petticoat covering, ſhe preſented another part: 
moſt conſpicuouſly to the public eye, and that Wl j: 
' ſo perfectly expoſed to the ſcrutinizing eyes of e 
te peeping audience, that I really thought the 5 
men, women, and children, would have died of 


_ with laughter. Momus reigned triumphant; that ki 


god was irreſiftible, and bore down all pity and 


a 
delicay before the wind; and indeed her poſition 5 
Was. ſuch as is related in the Dutch comedy, . 


where | the Miller is in ſuppoſed diſtreſs for a: 


defect of the elements, he turns a certain part, 


zoyment of the Dutch audience, who think it 


cumſtance relative to Miſs Archbold, 18 ſtrictly 
true in all the @niceſt points, I do aver; "Mr. and 
Mrs. Cherry, now in the York company, were 


ceſſary to ſet the curtain immediately drop, 
and relieve Miſs Archbold from her diſtreſſed 


kruation, and lack ve garments; ; but it was lome⸗ 


60 


— 


called & 'PETTICOAT Loos.“ 


pable: For if Dublin, which for nobility and 
opulence all conſidered, muſt weigh at leaſt treble 
5 with any comparative town or city in Great 


L 
t Wh kingdoms out of London; the fallacy is too, pal- 
d 
n 


a Britain, was ever the ruin of the firſt diſtin- 


ledge, experience, and merit in the moſt undoubted 
ſcale of truth, as Barry, Moſſop, Woodward, 


inveſtigation, it clearly proves that I,. ay, fim- 


Advocate of Scotland, who in this year I 


public good entertainment: For with one Theatre 

only, the manager: would be ſecure of full houſes, 

let him produce what traſh he pleaſed; but * 
H 2 
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9 pe 


time 1 the audience; 8 from their con- . 
tinued impulſe of laughter and joke; nor would 
they depart until the band complied with the uni- 
verfal demand, and played them out of the Thea - 
tre with the well known old MT entitled and 


Before J quit my account of that Wag to "of . 
and; and pant for my native home, I muſt beg £ 
1 leave to intrude one obſervation on the abſurdity | 
of two Theatres being eſtabliſhed, with the view _ 
| of advantage being poſſible, in any city in the three 


guiſhed performers, who were. bleſſed with know- 


Sheridan, &c. without tiring the reader with 


ple infignificant I by itſelf I, am able to confute 
the language and ſtudied opinion of the Lord 


ſeribbling, declared. in the Court of Seſſion, at 
Edinburgh, that two Theatres would ſecure the 
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loaded with ſuperabundant 
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| two. Theatres, the cot 
ments would be impelled to give excellent per- 
formers, or be deſerted from want of proper at- 


tention to- the entertainments of the Theatre. 
Now this doctrine or law-language may do in 


theory, but not in practice: For let me, with 


reſpect, aſk the Lord Advocate of Scotland, where 


theſe excellent performers are to be hired |—Iz 


London ſo prolific in een progeny, as to 


vomit forth ſterling merit, f 1 the being over- 


actreſſes? or do the country theatres. ſo abound 


with various geniuſſes, that good n may 


be eafily culled ? No ſuch thing: For two com- 


panies could not exiſt in Edinburgh, York, Bath, 


or any city in the kingdom, with comfort and 
eaſe to the inhabitants, or to the poſſibility of 
conſtant urbane to 4 opponent managers.— 
There were two companies, it is true, at Edin- 
burgh, in 1793, undertaken by Mr. Stephen Kem- 
ble on the one hand, and Mrs. Eſten on the other; 
but it was the determined rage of party that ſup- 
ported the one, preſerved. its payments, and 1 


believe that was all—no profits adequate to the 


- . weighty concern I dare affirm; and the other was 
not only attended with th 


| | veratof the performers who deſervedly relied on 
weir benefits, inſtead of gain, had not the ex 


| 


3 


luQors. of tank amuſe. 


actors and 


loſs of Two Thouſand 
Pounds ſterling, but what Was terribly cruel, ſe⸗ 
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pences of the nightly charges in their: houſes. 
In ſhort, two houſes in any city out of- Lenden . 


comparatively reſembles the horrid devaſtation of 
war —certain ruin to both, and as certain a prog- 


noſtic of bad entertainment to the public. For 


who of reputation will venture trouble, fatigue, 


and fame, (by choice) to encounter ſhame, diſ- 
grace, party-petulance, and famine. Another 
truly abſurd reaſon alluded to ſometimes by a 
ſnarler, is, -O the manager! that Wilkinſon, or 
that Jenkinſon, does not do his duty, and cares 
not how ill he treats the public; what a pity we 
have not another Theatre! Now I can moſt truly 


ſay for myſelf, as I believe on incontrovertible 


proof, that I never truſt to the ſuppoſing any 
thing will do for the purpoſe: For I find it very 


difficult on the nights appropriated to me in the 


winter ſeaſons at Hull and York, ever to get well- 


attended houſes; nothin g will doit but giving the 


beſt bill-of-fare in my power, which even often 


fails; and plays are ſo familiar every where in the 
preſent age, that the Million, or the perſons of 
Ton, are not ſo eager to get to the play, merely - 
becauſe the doors are open, unleſs wall in 


and ſee the ſurpriſing ſomething, is annexed and 


plaiſtered on thoſe doors to excite criticiſm, judg- 


ment, and curioſity. Nay, to affix a certain 


judgment and criterion on the point of two Thea- 


m in London, in the prime part of the 


FE, 


— 
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ſeaſon, many nights and many added to that, 
they play (at one houſe or the- other, and even 


ſometimes at both) not only to very indifferent 


but very thin audiences. A theatrical obſerver 


need not fatigue his memory, by going further 


back, than by recurring to the great ſucceſs of 
the Drury-Lane company at the King's Theatre 


in the Hay-Market, 1791, and the ill fortune of 


Covent-Garden the ſame year, till the Road to 
Ruin made Covent-Garden on age ajreal like 
equality TRHAT's Your $0RT.” And in 1792-3, 
Covent-Garden has borne the bell, and the Hay- 
Market has experienced the reverſe of fortune; 
_ frequently very, very thin audiences indeed; and 
they could not re-echo, * That's your Sort” with 


the force of an enemy, or the hilarity of a jocund 


friend. Now let the Lord Advocate try the ex- 
periment any year of two Theatres in Edinburgh, 
and he will find very few actors of any tolerable 
degree of merit, who would engage at the one 
moſt favoured and patronized. 80 underſtand- 
ing law, and a mere ſuppoſition of theatrical 
government, would prove widely different in the 
practice with the wiſeſt heads; but the manage- 
ment of armies, courts, and theatres, appear 
practicable over a We of ade or a diſh of 
ene 8 3 
On my return to > hee ack were two 
Theatres opened at Cheſter: 8 eee five or 


* 


aue 
litt 
tap 
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fx nights at Mr. Miller's Theatre there, de . 
played Shylock and Lear. Mr. Whitlock was. 


then young on the ſtage, but performed Edgar : 
with great credit to himſelf and manager. My. 
benefit only ten pounds: Indeed I never had a 


good benefit at Cheſter, though always greatly 


attended, when. performing there at the 'Town--- 


Hall at the deſire of my acquaintance, many 
years ago. Here I engaged. Mr. CasET for the 


Leeds ſeaſon, where he acted Shylock, &c. but 


on an offer of ſome: partnerſhip at Mancheſter, in 


the linen trade, he left me to enter into that buſi- 
neſs, and was ſo induſtrious and ſucceſsful, that 
I am told he has left a handſome proviſion. for 
his family. He died at Cheſter about two years 


ago. „ A | 
35 55 ; 5 5 ; * — 
0 a 1 8 5 a ; 752 ö 8 2 
« — : : . 5 


Mrs. M*GeoRGe, in Mrs. King's department, in 


the ſummer, 1772, quitted Mr. Miller's company, 


and joined my regiment of comedians at Leeds, 
where ſome few years before ſhe had reigned as 
the Crawford or the Yates in high reputation and 
renown. Her firſt appearance under my govern- : 
ment, was for the benefit of Mr. and Mrs. Powell, 
| when ſhe. ated the Counteſs of Saliſbury ; but 
ſhe by no means made the uſual impreſſion on the 
audience ſhe had done ſo often at the head of "EY 
little company, in a playhouſe only the ſize of a 
tap-room.. Hence it 18 that performers often quit 
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0 good provincial fituation for a town Engage= 
ment, and thereby loſe all their eſtabliſhed country 
reputation. A man or woman ſhall be at the 
eight of greatneſs in Dublin, but will not meet 
near the ſame reception in London, as Mr. 
Sheridan, and Mrs. Fitzhenry :—An univerſal 
admired actreſs in London, will out of it be but 
coolly received, and lefs thought of in Ireland, 
Edinburgh, or York, whenever the vale of years 
is ſcalping off the bloom. of youth and beauty. 
Mrs. King left me early in the Autumn, 1772, 
how Ireland, and Mrs. M*George jogged on at an 
eaſy pace, and by the help of a well-formed r. 
figure, in the prime of life, ſhe by degrees got bh. 
into very good efteem. Mrs. M<George was the m 
lady who headed a revolt in Edinburgh, at the pr 
Theatre, in February 1765, of Which a 9 ac- he 
count is ods in wy: Memoirs, Gf Coop un 


| Mrs. Sab rbuns formerly Miſs Reynolds) was Wl br: 
engaged from Drury-Lane Theatre, where Mr. oft. 
Garrick altered the Country Girl, for that lady's uf 
' merits to have fair play. She was approved there; Nor n 
but was careleſs and diſſipated, and in conſe- Wh E 
quence was diſmiſſed. F never thought I ſhould com 
have ſeen that ſtrange play, for this our preſent 
age, followed, even with a Mrs. Jordan, as it 
has been. For well as the characters may be 
drawn, they are coarſe, and by no means of 4 


* 


modern turn. To the . of W that 


all her ſenſes, and made her a prey to poverty and 


under the direction of- Mr. Whiteley, the ap- 
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comedy has never been claſſed as a pleaſing play, 
e even when Mrs. Jordan performed the part of the 
> Country Girl. Mrs. Saunders played the part 
1 well at Leeds, and retained ſeveral ſtrokes of hu- 
mour, which the great maſter of Nature, Mr. 
Garrick, had given her. He had taken great pains 
in tutoring her. She alſo acted Mrs. Honeycomb 
and Mrs. Cadwallader with ſterling, merit and 
deſerved applauſe, but ſhe let inebriety ſteal on her 
faculties in ſuch rapid pace, as ſoon to overffo - 


5 


3 


reflection. Mrs. M*George: was well received, 
had good features and perſon, an excellent me- 
mory and attention, but had. been ſpoiled and 
prevented the ripening to perfection; for being the 
heroine for ſeveral years at Mancheſter Theatre, 


plauſe and ſucceſs ſhe obtained, intoxicated her 
brain, yanity took the ſeat of reaſon; ſhe was 
oftener wrong than right, and was very affected 
fall ſuppoſes all 


nere; Nor moſt of our tragedy queens are, out of London. 


onſe - Hull ſeaſon paſt (with the alteration of the 


OL, Mrs. N inging the IP an 
| "ec = 


PROY 


company mentioned) much as uſual, without any 
particular occurrences. In the York ſeaſon Mr. 
Maſon's Elfrida was got up for my night, Satur- 
lay March 27, 1773, and received with much ap- 
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* The Lark „ e particularly admired- Mr. 
Hitchcock alſo produced a new comedy, called 
The Macaroni,” which met with deſerved ſuc- 
ceſs. Lilliput, by children, was acted for the 
firſt time at York that winter, and all the 
characters were done moſt. admirably. . Mid; 
Hitchcock was the Toadel, and Maſter William 
Powell, now of Drury-Lane, Lord Flimnap.— 

Mr. Garrick's alteration of Hamlet was that ſea- 

ſon tried at Drury-Lane, and to the aſtoniſhment 

of every one, well received, even by the Galleries, 
though without their favourite acquaintances, the 
Grave Diggers. I made application to Mr. Gar- 
rick for the copy, he did not chooſe to oblige me; 

ſol ſet to work, and will here inſert my compila- 

tion. I do it with leſs fear, for though the jum- 

ble is my putting together, yet as it is on the 

plan of Colley Cibber's alteration of Richard the 
Third, ſo the reader here will meet ſeveral obſo⸗ 

lete paſſages from Shakſpeare, that to one not very 
familiar with all that author's wonderful oa 
ductions, AY afford ne: en 10 | 25 nment. 
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"HAMLET, 


5 05 rr ALTERATIONS. 


In my alteration, the FIRST. ACT ends with the 
line; 
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| The SECOND with . 
ce That ever 1 was born to ſet it right.” : 


A. — 
7 
„ 1 


nt The THIRD ACT is the. ſecond i in the oe.” 
85 and the FrouR is the third in the original. The 
he fifth act in the alteration begins with che line k 


=y There s matter in theſe fi ighs,” 
and. goes. on regularly! to Laertes' 8 {pecch. . 


Laer. Too much. of water halt thou, your Ophelia, 
And therefore I forbid my tears. 
Tears! Wherefore tears?. They rather: mould convert 
To ſpar 8855 e ee me but meet h Hens n. 


8 E 


Till that hone « comes, time moves on  drooping wings. "IF 
Revenge, revenge! 3 T 
Queen. Calmly, 0 3 „ 
Laer. That 3 of blood that” 's calm, dahin me 
baſtard, 
Cries cuckold to my Father, 3 the harkot: 3 
Even here, between the chaſte and unſmirched brow 

of my true mother. For daring will I tell him, 
Front to front - thus didſt thou. 7 
Ham. e What's he whoſe phraſe bears len 
an e . : 
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Traitor! [To Hamlet] how can't thou hither = our 


ä And my tumultuous | Four balſam « on my wrongs. 


Enter HAMLET and Hogar1o. 
Ham. Here am I, Hamlet the Dane. 
' Eaer, Perdition catch thee! [Lays bold of pe 
Ham. Thou pray'ſt not well. 
I pr'ythee, take thy fingers fron my throat, 


For though I am not ſplenetic and raſh, - 
Vet 1 have in me ſomething dangerous, wo 


Which let thy wiſdom fear. 
Hor. Good, my Lord! 
Ham. Hold off your hands! 8 
King. Pluck them aſunder. | e are parted. 
Hor. Good Sir, be temperate. . Ss 7 o Hamlet. 
Ham. Thou know'ſt my wrongs;— —thou wan ſt my. 
| ſoul is fixed. 


E charge thee on thy friendſhip not to 3 me. 
King. [ Laying bold of Laertes] e hold! —on n thy. 
_ +. . allegiance hold! 

Claims not our royal perſon 3 reſper 1 


will? 

Againſt our ſovereign expreſs . 
(Now ſoft · ey d pity. hence, and keen 3 Laie. 
Thou muſt rely on other ſhores for ſafety :- 

*The cries of blood, blood- all innocent, 

Here loudly claim thee as a victim S 

1 will not ſcreen a murd'rer. Call officers. [To Lari. 

Thy father's death ſhall inſtant be revenged. 


Laer. My rage will urge me on with lghtening' 8 el 5 | 


: „ Exit Laertes, 


+ 


Wee. Oh! let me kneel, and plea be gentle] Hamlet, | 


2 


it he PI 1 fall. 


— 


þ 
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Tis Unworthy Queen, to call him gentle Hamlet! : 
Begone, nor let humanity ap to WERE: | 
The will of Heaven. 

Ham. The will of Heaven | —Behold 


In me Heaven's miniſter—in me my father. 


Kings Thy cher, | idle railes! What's thy meaning? 
Entbuſiaſticaliy alarmed. 
Ham. Meaning! Aſk thy conſcience ; let that 1 
J have not time to wage a war of words, i 


I muſt appear a blaze of vengeful terror. 


By me my father ſpeaks; by me he warns thee :- 
In me behold his dread, aſſur d avenger. - 
The ſword of Heaven 1 18 eee ee 


The hour it come that ſinks thee to e 


King. Curſe on thy-arrogance.. | 
Ham. Would curſes kill, as doth the Mandrake" D groan, 

Lwould invent as bitter ſearching terms, | 

As curſt, as harſh, as horrible to hear, N 

Deliver'd ſtron gly through my fixed teeth, 

With full as many figns of deadly hate, 

As lean-faced Envy in her loathſome cave: | 

My tongue ſhould ſtumble in mine earneſt worde: 


Mine eyes ſhould ſparkle like the flint- ſtruck oy: 


Mine, hair be fix'd on end, like one diſtract; ;, 


Ay, every joint: ſhould ſeein to curſe and . 2 
And even now my burthen'd heart would break, 
But that its ſacred; juſt revenge doth claim thee. 
King, 1 Hide] His words one Io fears en OY: 
. vir, Pe wg Ne Wong | 


Queen. Sure guilt doth fink n as, [ite : 


| Son—luſband—T've no power of utterance. 


' [Rucen fleading. 
Ling. Hence, Gertrude Traitor, have at thy heart ? 


\ 
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Ha. Heaven bids t hine foie, | 
Thou art not worthy of ſo fair a combat; 8 
But in this arm let juſtice ſtrike thee. [They fiebt a, 

Queen. Oh, horror, horror, hel P !—Son—huſband— 
Oh, mercy—mercy! 

'[Rueen runs out firicking, FOO Sh the King falls 

Hor. My Lord, how fare ye? 5 

e tt on thy ſtripling hand In this dread hoor 
My crimes o 'erwhelm—Reaſon _ forſakes—and furies 

renne ˙ CE ae os: 
Death, thou haſt ſnar'd m. | 
If thou be'eſt Death, L'Il give thee Donates treafure, | 
So thou wilt let me live and feel no pain. | 
Ham. Oh! What a fign it is of evil life | 
When Death's approach appears ſo terrible. 

King. | Madiy] Bring me unto my trial when _ will... 

Can I make men live. whether they will or no? 

I'll give my treaſures but to look upon him: 

Ile hath no eyes, the duſt hath blinded them. 

Comb down his hair.—Look ! look Lit ſtands ate; 1 

L.ike lime- twigs ſet to catch my winged ſoul. 

Ham. Oh, thou eternal Mover of the beavens! 

Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch: 

O beat away the buſy meddling fiend _ 8 

That lays ſtrong ſiege unto his wretched | foul, . 

And from-his: boſom purge this black Ge; 85 

Hor. See how the pangs of death encompaſs him! - 

Ham. Peace to his ſoul, if Heaven's good pleaſure be. 

O uncle, if thou think ſt of heaven's blifſ s, 

Hold up thy hand, make ſignal of thy hope. . 


King looks without a fign Ee A | 
; He dies and makes no ſign :—O Heaven, Ft ha him! 


Hor. 80 bad. a death 1 a monſtrous life. 


\ 


8 
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Ham. He's dead—forbear to judge, 
For we are ſinners. all. | 
LAERTES, 4s n with een | 
Laer. 0525 thout) This way my EINE e the . 
King's in danger. 
Guard well each avenue, — let him not hey . 
But kill him rather ¶ Enter] How, thou bloody villain! 45 


The king too murdered! Heavens my tardy hand 


Should wither from its trunk for this delay 


Of vengeance for an honoured father's murder; 
My dear lov'd ſiſter's hapleſs fate by 8 | 


Even in her earlieſt bloom deſtroy d; 32 
To me they call, loud ſhrieking from Shale: graves,” 


With piercing cries, and claim thy forfeit blood. 


Ham. Vet hear, We how a thou uſe metins. 
I lov'd you ever. „ 

Hor. Good Laertes, „ Cars 

Laer. No more —his breath Is | pct 400 his ogg 
Is loathſome.—This for my king a fiſter : 5 c 


This for my father's death. POE SO SOS (Fight. | 


Hor. My Prince in danger! FANS 5 e 

1 me bare my breaſt . | 
[Horatio raſhes bet 
ſecond avound, and falls into Horatio's arms. 


2 oh heavens, my maſter: a —Within there — 


ee — 

| Baier EZ and Se” | 
Han. Raſh youth, yy lain BY: king, nay! mor YN 

thy friend. 7 OY, 

The loſs of life afflifts me not, 3 EEE 

My blood 1 18 due for wh fo father” 's e 
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For a my. agonizing heart weeps Caſter 5 
Than all the crimſon drops thy ſword has OA 2 
Hor. It may be yet within the power of art — 
Ham. Dream not of art, nor ſtir in my laſt moments x: 
feel Death's arm, nor ſhrink within his graſp. 
Laer. I'mloſt, Thy ways, oh Heaven! are intricate: 
If I have err'd, impute it not: - 
Ham. When thou haſt Tearnt the myſtery 0 1 
Thou'lt pity and forgive, —AU I requeſt i is, 
Comfort my hapleſs mother - eaſe her 3 
Relieve my country from diſtracting broils. 
I could diſcloſe - but oh, I die,— Horatio, 
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Thou liv” {—report me and my cnt GL gl 
To the unſatisy'dj U 
Hor. Sweet Prince, whilſt life doſt courſe its vital Y 
ſtrem, 3 ir 


My truſty love ſhall tend. thy memory ever. 5 
Ham. Thou noble youth, exchange forgi veneſs with me, L 


Thy father 8 death dwell not on me, nor mine on thee. : 


Laer. Heaven make thee free of i it. Ty 1 . oy 

Ham. Oh, I cannot live to Hear. whas news em 1 

England! an 

Baut 1 do prophecy the election ideen Fi tin ras, - ra 

If ſo, tell him he has my dying voice, | thi 

L With the occurents, more or leſs, that: hare lied ha 

: . Thereft is ſilence- + Lien. WM 

= Hor. There cracks the cordage of a noble heart. 11 

= Adieu, ſweet Prince! _ 2. 18 
1 And choirs of angels ſing thee to thy Ne. 5 

= © Laer. My rage is gone, and I am ſtruck with benen, 1 

Bauoꝛad the drum beat, the ſilver clarion ſound; _—_ 
Loet them ſpeak. mournfully—trail your fe Pl cet 1 he 

9 „ "Os he ſhall have a. noble memory. s 
0 = , | 
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Take up the bodies ſuch a night as this, 


Becomes the field, but here ſhews much amiſs. 


| DIRECTIONS.—The ſoldiers turn their ſpears 10 the. 5 


ground, Laertes not io bow at the concluſion, but con- 

tinue looking ,over Hamlet=Horatio kneeling over the 

Prince. Drums beat muffled. Trumpets aud the hand 
_ play a dead march. Ti be 5 rol — curtain drops 


"FA 1 5 5 
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Fog Bat * 


This was acted at all my Wee 14 var 
received, whether with any degree of deſert, I 


will not preſume to ſay. It was firſt ated at 


York, on Saturday April 3, 1773. In that month, 
in the ſame feaſon, Mr. Younger ſent down with 


urgent recommendation, a young gentleman from 
London to York, for his trial of ſkill : His 


name then, for family reaſons, was Rar Mon, but 


he is well known as a gentleman, an honeſt man, 
and a very excellent actor in many principal cha- 


raters, by his real name of Muxrar : He is at 


the Bath Theatre, where for ſeveral ſeaſons he- 
has been a deſerved favourite. When he came 
to me at York, he had never acted on any ſtage ; 
and benefits being appointed for every play night, 
I could not get a proper part for him to make his. 


appearance in. Within five or fix days of a Mr. 
CAv's benefft night, Wedneſday April 21, 1973, 


he for ſome reaſon (I do not recollect what, it 


is ſo * ago) wanted cx "ON "IM s Fortune, 
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un WANDERING PATENTEE: 


but we had not any Carlos: : It was. what we ore 
the ſtage term taventy lengths, a part very con- 
ſiderable, and difficult cramp ſtudy; and 1 dare 
aver Mr. Raymur had never read the play, nor 
ſeen it: However, without heſitation, he with; 
joy to get on the ſtage, accepted the character, 
and actually performed it literally perfect, and 


was received as a good actor from that night; — 


and owing to his apt ſtudy and retention, ſoon 
became an uſeful performer, and was in a few 
months in ſome principal character in my various 
catalogue of plays and farces; ; for we play a 
greater variety than at any other theatre z plays 
in particular not bearing a repetition, as at Nor- 


wich, Bath, and many other places. 
I ſhall here leave Mr. Raymur, but ſhall Wo 


again take him by the hand before | let lim de- 


part from me, his firſt manager. 
I 6Will here introduce Mr. Flxrxwoop, n 
the Edinburgh Theatre, who made his firſt ap- 


pearance at Lork, on Saturday May 1, 1773, in 


the character of Zaphna, in Mahomet, and was 
well received. He was the younger f ſon of the late 
Mr. Flete wood, well known once as a gentleman 
of fortune, and as manager of Drury-Lane Thea- 
tre, previous to Mr. Garrick and Mr. Lacey be- 
coming joint patentees and managers of that 


property; conſequently the gentleman I am here 
king of, was brother. to the Mr. Flete wood 


— 


* 


= who appeared: | in Romeo at Drury-Lane, 1758. 


: This, the younger Mr. Fletewood, was greatly 


; eſteemed at York and Hull; had been well 


r naovn there by his acquaintance with Sir George 
1 


11 Metham and Capt. Divies at Cave, near Hull. 


This year was the ſecond attempt I made at an 


5 
5 expenſive pantomime: I had the plan of the 


- WH (cenery, tricks, &c. of Fortunatus all ſent in 


n perfect order by Mr. Meſſink, from London: It 
* pleaſed greatly at Hull and York, and every other 
8 
a 


town; otherwiſe any piece, attended with great 


expence, would never pay for ſuch exhibitions; 
ſs as a few nights in a ſeaſon palls, where the au- 


[= dience is not various, as in London. 


In 17792 Fortunatus was produced at Hull: It 
was the better pantomime than the Sorcerer, which 


was preſented in 1773. Fortunatus has kept its 
ground, with a few alterations every time of its 
revival, from 1773 to the year 1793. 

On an exeurſion to London, 1 in Auguity 
| met with my old acquaintance, Ned Shuter, at 
| Coxe's Muſeum, and brought him down the 
week previous to York races. His firſt appear- 
ance was on Saturday, Auguſt 14, 1773, in the 


comic humour; and my reader, may be aſſured he 
I Pleaſed in the extreme, for he really was a rich 
comedian, though not ſo in pocket. He alſo 
played Don Choleric, Falſtaff, &c. In the race» 


- 
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176; THE WANDERING. PATENTEP-. 
week he played Touchſtone, Fribble, (not a little 


incbriated) Juſtice Woodcock, Don Manuel, and 
Sir Franeis Gripe. Mr. Lee Lewes at the ſame 


time performed Clodio, Marplot, Harlequin, &c. 
Miſs Adcock, (Mrs. Weſton). acted Lncy in the 


Beggar's Opera, Miſs Notable, &c. with * 
merit and deſerved applauſe. 5 
- Mrs. Weſton was a wonderful Reste 1 
known to the theatrical world by the name of 
Wil sox, who really threw excellent talents | 
away, and died a martyr to her own folly ; but 
ſhe was paſt reclaiming—ſo we will drop the 
| ſubject of the faults and frailties, and proceed 
with her from York to Leeds, where my friend 
Shuter went with me alſo; but what reigned over 
that town in thoſe days I'cannot tell, for 4 had an 


excellent company, and with the aſſiſtance of 


Shuter, Mrs. "Weſton, and long evenings, ex- 
pected great ſucceſs to a certainty. But Shuter, 
with all his London eſtablithed- fame, did not 
play to more than 121. any one night, his benefit 
excepted, which was 451. when he acted Falſtaff, 


and gave his © London Cries.” Mrs. Weſton 


pleaſed but did not excite any curioſity tlie laſt 
night of the ſeaſon, however, in October, ſhe had 
a crowded benefit. I alſo had the addition that 
ſeaſon, of Mr. and Mrs. King 'once -more from 
Ireland. Mrs. King had not ſucceeded as ſhe 

expected; her benefit in Dublin was but very 


_ 


the moſt r Indood ——— : 
comings in are poor, the goings out cannot be 8 
great; ſor unlefs the manager can draw on the 
public his bill at fight, his Ts 1 wn then | 
tre, will not boaſt an overflow. | 
80 ee eee eee hater; 66 ; 
being attractive at Leeds was matter of ſurpriſe. 
The firſt ſeaſon, 1771, I was aſtoniſhed the houſes 
ſhould be ſo very poor in the Autumn ſeaſon; for 
e tit has ever been held in converſation, that the 
d play-houfe+ would be better attended in winter 
d ll by many perſons who could not go in the ſum- 
or mer, not choofing to be ſeen by many fanatical 5 
in Wl obſervers; and 1 ſhould have been of the fame 
opinion, had I not played the years 1771, 1772, 
* end 1773, as late as the 26th of October, and 
from that time to this, 1793, (Mrs. Siddons ex- 
eepted) never knew any one night that was pro- | 
ductive at that feaſon of the year at Leeds. 
Though Mr. Lewis, Mr. Kelly, Mrs. Crouch, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pope, Mr. J. Kemble and others 
have performed, yet all failed, not bringing near 
ſuch receipts with their novelty and faſhion, 
(which my books prove) as my nights have pro- 


and July. What are termed Wilkinſon's foct 
nights, in June, are better ſupported on an ave- 
rage at Leeds, than at Hull or York, even in 


% 8 


duced in che very longeſt and hotteſt wi An ns 5 
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ho. winter © fem AS may . an add bete, 
baut it is ſtrictly true. It was loſing ſo much at 
| Leeds i in the Autumn, which- luckily occaſioned 
my having a Theatye at Wakefield, where the 
luæaſt twelve nights a bad houſe is ſeldom known, 
and I am forced from my Wakefcld Panens, by 
my call to Doncaſter races. 


I have ſaid this to prove, that pn n | 


mentioned who would attend the plays in the 


winter evenings at Leeds, are chimerical; for if, 


as aſſerted, the day-light in June prevents perſons 
from going to the Theatre, ſurely on the dark 
evenings in Saptember and October, if they wiſh | 
to be there, it would be better attended; but it 
is quite the reverſe For by repeated experience, 
in the Autumn the Theatre never has been 
noticed at all; and I am given to underſtand, 
that the manufacturers receive more wages in the 
ſummer from a more conſtant call for labour than 


in the winter,, which in a great meaſure, with 
the aſſiſtance of the neighbouring villages, ſeats, 
&c. which are both rich and numerous, and the 
many viſitors, who on their road to Harrogate, 


Thorp-Arch, & c. ſtop on purpoſe to paſs an 


evening at the Theatre, evidently account for 


the ſummer plays having the ſuperiority. For it 
= even in London bad. weather 1 conſiderable 
5 drawback in the winter, as ſeveral benefits in 
1793 will witneſs— For Mrs. Eſten's, &. were 


* 


5 


waterially inj jured by a ſucceſſion: of eold and 
vet evenings how much more ſo: would they | 
e at Leeds, where the country in a great degree 
belps the town to ſupport the, Theatre: Beſides, 
5 another ſtrong proof, the half- price receipts 
it Leeds in the Autumn, never were equal to 
oſe in June, but bad to a degree. The the- 
trical goers at Leeds have gradually improved, 


liſhed footing. for ſome. ſeaſons,. yet the beſt re- 
eipts have been in the early ſummer. The ſea» 
on 1792. was hicrative to me as manager, ſeveral 
f the benefits very. capital, but. nevertheleſs Mr. | 
nd Mrs. .Popes' double- expected attraction failed 
1 the. Autumn. of the ſame flouriſhing ſummer 
:aſon, from which every expeQation was derived, 
ind that the ſucceſs would have been as great, 
not greater, as the days were ſhortened. ſuf- 
cently, and the weather cold enough for everx 


tions; but it was not ſo—for they played on 
bares to very thin houſes . This is out of < 
ut though 1 have brought. in my friends Mr. 
ind Mrs. Pope, yet I ſhall not forget them when 
he proper period arrives, in this eventful hiſtory. 
Mr. Shuter, as September approached, went to 
attend his du yin. London. Mrs. Weſton Was. 


* rue f ſeaſon of 1793 has been a an tool. lo. 1 
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and the theatre has. been. on a much more eſta- 


over of the drama to attend theatrical exhi- 


8 ; 8 3 
. . 3 4 £ 
j S — 
* 1 
L * 1 4 Fe: 

f 2 * We 
. * _ N þ . 5 

** 4 : £ N 7 0 

” * «* ry * x" mu 
— 4 a gl 5 \ : * 1 r 

7 . 1 » - * * Fi 0 8 0 5 7 4 4 

> 4 - 5 * N « 2 7 * 4 25 
nh . £ £ a 5 2 5 t 2 4 

. n 2 : . 3 * : FF WF 

— - 222 N = SO = L My — * n — — * wo A wb 0 a — — — — 2 r — 4 
WIE. * > 42 — — — — — — — r 42 —— 4 

1 971.4 C44, _ * * AS I < 2 


— 8 S _— : 2 4 
r 
3 — 2 


7 
n 


__ ea Af 
2 þ l ug 7 
2 — — *. — 5 _ \ Its on =, _— cha” nw, >a. 
n g j 


— 
n . ys C ho 
— \ e $ — 5 IF, 
YT rider TE 
mee - <6 EM 0 A <0, 
Bl _ F 
—ͤU— ñſODV TT = =_ - 


n es 


— 7 nn FL I I 


* © * 
5 88 — . 
— — — * r < —_ = 2 X = - 
q . $< — 2 I neo 4 N = " STE INT r x 258% r ra, 
* e ee eee * R r ee - Mn I aber: V RET. ae,. 
8 1 a or „ * * n . Sr * a =O OREN — n N N ff raj r KP af. WES 2 « 
ein is hr «© eee 1 boy : n 8 A eee. — 25 _m 
3 Om LS wh _ 8 EE a f 2 po 2 ot 5 
_ os. N * * r 1 >. * 
- _ \ l o way 
5 „ a” . 1 TON \ 
_— —_ „ „* pb - by = 
— 
5 


— ſeafos known fur I 
- wo to go with 1 


mentioned in my Memoirs 
ton of that town, I tried three or four night 


pers, Ge. took away the profits > But what ther 


our penny worth for our penny- 


EEO Mrs. Weſton: was Miſs Notable, and 
F Fletewood, before mentioned, ated Lord 
| Tove. Mr. Fletewood inherited his fath 


7 being in debt, he kept good company, the which 

is not always a lucky circumſtance for a yours Was 

' officer (on half pay, or indeed whole pay) wi iran 
franks with people of good fortune, falls into their 
. ebene N and his pay e all his ex 


as the leaſe of — eee dete Rad 
two or three years after my unlucky: fracas,—a 
rith Colonel Apple 


there, which were well attended; - though: thi 
taking the company, and treating with Rot: ſup 


« Youth's the ſeaſon made for joys, and we hat 
= relate thi 
eircumſtance, as a tudicrous en parry 


nine es from Hull) on prog: Moveraber : 
1772, was Cibber's © Lady's laft Stake,” | 


of er! being in debt, and had eagerly incur! 
ſeveral when in the army, in which he had bee but 
in the earlier part of his life. He was then on br 
half pay, and 1 believe as to age, not more tha the 
a thirty- ix; but one excuſe may be pleaded for hi Be 
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illence, and appearances muſt as a gentleman be 
kept up: However ſo it was, a bailiff went one 
evening into the gallery, to make himſelf ſure as 
to the identity of Fletewood's perſon; ; but 2a 
actors appear ſometimes old and ſometimes 
young, one night a lord, and perhaps the next a 
blackſmith, ſo that night, as Lord Wronglove, he 
vas dreſſed in blue and ſilver ace was then 
common for gentlemen of rank in the boxes, and 
in every other degree out of trade. The worthy | 
and benevolent Sir Charles Hotham, who. is an 
honour to the: pronto ks ppm and __ | 


Nas as any een of this our noble King 1 
dom, was in the boxes that night, and after 
the play, put on his great coat, it being a cold 
evening, and walked out of the Theatre, when 
on making ſome ſtop, and the bailiff having 
come from his upper ſtation, to be ready for 
ſizing his prey, Sir Charles Hotham had, 85 


luckily for Flete wood, and unluckily for him- 


elf, a ſuit of blue; the bailiff loſt no time, 
but laid faſt hold of his intended priſoner: 


Sir Charles expoſtulated, opened his great coat, 


hewed his ſtar and garter, which only confirmed . 


the bailiff on his being the identical Fletes 
bring e iiokedppiiin Amon 


was, for all his play-houſe tinſel and tringüm 


tranghams, Howeyer ſome gentlemen nn 
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i Sir Charles's dc, ſoo 
the wolf-dog glad to retreat, and fave himſelf a 2 
beating, aſſuring himſelf that where Wilkinſon 
| had ordered his ſupper at the inn, he ſhould ſe- 
cure the rat in his trap. Sir Charles was ſo kind 
as to convey an account of the tranſaction from 
the boxes, to behind the ſcenes, eee Flete- 
wood to take care of himſelf; ſo '* our doors were 3 
locked, and our windows were blocked,” ve dreſſed 
Mr. M George up in Lord Wronglove's blue and | 
 Fiver, and put him on a great coat, a flouched : 


hat, and a filk handkerchief; it was the beſt part E 
that dead good actor ever performed, and with WM + 
much peeping, putting out a lantern, and the q 
appearance of every precaution, the mock Flete- I 

| „ proceeded with haſty ſteps, under the guard 
of two brother actors; a horſe was ready ſaddled 2 
Ain the Market-place, and looking round cau- e 
; tiouſly,. they in a ſeeming hurry ed to 2 
place the feigned Flete wood on horſeback : The WF +: 
bailiff not expecting the poſſibility of ſo ſudden f 
a deception, as well as unexpectedly being dupet of 
2 ſecond time, he with a rough-fiſted aſſiſtant, MW «© 
ruſhed and ſeized his victim. The mock Flete- WM] 
wood, alias M- George, unbuttoned, ſhewed his pr 
blue and filver, ſaying he was a gentleman, but WW th 
this was too great an affront to the tipſtaff's ſa- MW th 

| Kacity, for a ſecond t time to haus it 1 _ we 

: 4 ; 1 ele 
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| to reach Kingſton-upon 


a player for af 


appointed and diſgraced in his office, he had be- 


come as. blood-thirſty as a French Democrat, | 
and, after every aſſurance that the perſon was un- 
der a falſe arreſt, and not the one the writ de- 


manded, M*«George' with reluctance and feigned 


tears, was led to the inn, begging Mr. Wilkin- 


ſon the manager might be ſent for, whom he 


was ſure would ſpeedily come to his relief, and Ts 


be bail in his unfortunate and diſtreſſed ſtate. 


This ſucceeded as we could have wiſhed,' and as 
ſoon: as he was. houſed, and the bailiff and his 


amiable attendant out 'of ſight and hearing, the 


patient horſe, which had been waiting under the 
hands of the oftler, was led down to the end of | 
a back lane, where the- trembling. Fletewood 
eagerly loſt no time to mount his Bucephalus, | 
and only wiſhed for the beaſt to have had wings 
n-Hull, for there he was 


ſafe from the writ, it being a county and diſtrict 


of itſelf.” To delay time and get my tragedy hero 
lafe beyond the power of being overtaken, I ſent | 
word ta the bailiffs to treat themſelves and the 
priſoner, Mr. Fletewood, well, and I would be 
there in half an hour. Te was no inconvenience 
that attendance to me, as it was the houſe where 
we were all to ſup in full pomp at the hour of 
eleven, when all was over at the Theatre, —By - 
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ak Ir a gent - nan, that was 
IMPOSSIBLE, and being AE an hour before dif- 
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my n delay, the run away actor was Le- 
cure from all purſuit. On my arrival at the inn, 


and being ſhewn into the appartment of the be- 


ſpangled ſtage nobleman, I ſtarted back, told the 
waiter he was wrong as to the room he had 
ſhewn me into; the bailiff anſwered he was quite 
right: I anſwered it could not be, for I wanted 
Mr. Fletewood | © « Well,” replied the bailiff, © here 
& is Mr. F letewood, your actor and my. priſoner.” 


I anſwered very ſternly, that he was quite miſ- 


taken; and turning to the ſuppoſed debtor, ſaid, 


“ Pray, Mr. M<George, what is the meaning of 
« your. being in this ſituation??* „ Why, Sir,” 
| ſaid M*«George, © 1 told the ailiff and his com- 


& rade I was not Mr. Flete wood, —but he would 
£6 arreſt me,—ſwore 1 was Mr. Fletewood,—and 
c has dragged and forcibly brought me hither— 


« for which diſgrace and Impriſonment”—(ſtart- 


ing as in a violent paſſion, and laying hold of the 


bailiff) © I will have a ſwinging ſatisfaction.“ The | 
great officer, hitherto ſo fierce and bold, feeling 


this ſecond diſgrace, was inſtantly transformed, 
as by magic, from a tiger to a ſheep; and was 
very glad to produce a golden guinea, as a treat 
for M*George. The tipſtaff and the whimſical 
ſtory was the laugh of the populace from that day 
to the preſent, and is well rocollecpes 75 85 . 
ien of ee 105 


ty * 1 


You ſee, reader, now and then, how merrily we 
players live; for as Mr. Sheridan obſerves, when 


NDERING PATENTEE: 185˙ 
m the bailiff's room, hom 1 left 


in the ties) and joined my lords and ladies i in 


waiting, who were impatient for their ſuppers: 


We had a very happy evening, and about three in 


the morning were conveyed oe to our different 
homes at Hull, withing that 5 5 eee 


60 What bed a happy: viſion f — 78 
© „Might be again repeated 1 in a dream. 19 8 


This incident, Lam well carat a that 


ears of Majeſty, who very whimſically welcomed 


and congratulated the Knight of the Bath from 
his ſafe eſcape, as the ſuppoſed diſtreſſed actor. 


3 


players do agree, our unanimity is wonderful. it 
On November 17, 1773, in the firſt ſèene of the 


laſt act of King Lear, by a twiſt of my feet in 


the ſtage green. cloth; I diſlocated my knee, and 
though I attempted to limp when afterwards 
lifted up by the aſſaſſins, yet I fell again, and was 
lame to a violent degree for a long time, and could 


not move but when ſtrongly bandaged. It con- 


tinued in that weak ſtate till the Autumn follow- 
25 though daily aſſiſted by balſams, pumpings, 

However three weeks at Scarborough, with 
_ bathing in the ſea, produced a wonder- 
ful change, —but that leg was never ſo-ſtrong as 
ſince z a. fo terribly broken the other, that 1 


„„ 13 


— by, 


- h 5 5 . ; ; i | 


2222 r — En „ AE OW nn tm ee 1 9 * 


| was blicedin natural c 


to mention what may be a general good, that witg 
the diſlocated knee and the unfortunate broken 
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nſequence to 8 on 
the former lame leg, which certainly gave it more 


ſtrength and courage. I do not mean it as of 
importance to the public at large, whether Tate 


Wilkinſon breaks his leg or his neck, but I mean 


leg, it is aſtoniſhingly true the miracles I was ſo 
happy as to really experience from the effects of 


| duced t 


N 


plwkzun at Hi 


Harlequin Sorcerer.“ A ſcene of great merit was 
introduced in it, painted by the late Mr. Dahll of 
Covent-Garden Theatre, whoſe genius as a ſcene 
ora muſt be well eenicinbered, - "gk many 


ſea-bathing 3 ; how far it may be uſeful, or the con- 


t tary, in different habits of body, I am not phy- 


fician or judge enough of the human frame to de- 
termine; but I am judge ſufficient from proof- 


' poſitive experience to aver, that for ſprains and 


broken limbs, ſea-bathing 1 is ſuperior to any other 


aſſiſtance that can be given. I have here intro- 
ze ſubject, as neither age < nor youth, | is ex- 


empt from ſuch diſaſtrous calamities, and for ſuch 


relief the ſea is highly TON to 2 00 og and | 


acknowledgments. 
Mr. Fletewood's firſt REIN OA at . Was 


on Friday October 8, 1773, in Tancred and Cad- 
wallader. That winter I purſued my pantomime 
I, at an expenſive rate, and produced 


an entertainment. of that kind, under the title of 


53 Mos 7 as 
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|. gf. his Kilt-r may be fear in the 538 all 
at Hareweod-Houſe, where ſplendor, taſte, and 

true magnificence, with hoſpitality is weekly ſeen” 

and allowed, with due tribute of praiſe to Lord 
and Lady Harewood, who poſſeſs that noble and 
x paradiſe-like fituation. Miſs Dahll the younger, 
| who appeared at Covent-Garden Theatre, in the —- ü 
opera of The Woodman, in the ſpring 1791, and 
at York the following winter, is daughter to the 
late worthy and friendly Mr. Dahll, who was 
held in high eſteem by all thoſe perſons who had on 
de pleaſure of his eee or - prefided as. 


| judges. of his merits.. .' _- 4 
£ Mr. Fletewood left me in the middle; af that Tr 
Hull e e for an engagen ent in enn 


5 Maw Ones: was e chat winter” at . 
. | Hull who had merit in ſeveral comic characters, 
particularly in the old ladies: She is mother to the 
Miſs Collins, now of great pram at Richmond 1 
; Theatre, and e e aa to e y _ — 
_ Theatre. 5 VVA 
7 Mr. Raymur, 3 1 firſt appearance, e 
kept due pace with application and every endea- 
; vour to get forward. in bis new phe as an 
5 actor. 5 5 5 W 
Mrs. M*George 857100 for 1 more clade a year 
played moſt of the principal characters during 
the deſertion of Mrs. King, who not having come 
5 oy oy N Fo 


: * 


. ˙ͤ— % ˙AW . /́ꝗ¶— — —— — 
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from Ireland loaded with either richesor honours, 
and having deſerted hex patrons in Yorkſhire, 


for the noon-ſhine of England, and not gained the | 


ſun-ſhine of Ireland, was not fo popular in the 
eyes of the public or the performers: For though 
they partially before her deſertion hailed her with 


8 ſongs of praiſe, yet as ſhe did not return wreathed 
with laurel or additional trophies of honours, they 


neither attended her on bridges, ſtood in lanes, 


5 nor laid gifts before her, but in the ſtead, gave her 
cCoolneſs and eyes of reproach. And from a 


ſpirit of oppoſition Mrs. M George had gained 
more friends than Mrs. King liked or expected; 
therefore a natural ſpirit of reſentment, jealouſy, 
envy, diſdain, and even hatred J may ſuggeſt, 


took root with every opportunity for diſcord be- 


tween en thoſe rival queens. A daſh on the floor 


bas often a wonderful effect on the feelings of 


the galleries, whoſe humanity is ſuch, as does not 
leave them a doubt but the fair Juliet, or the ma- 
tron like Conſtance is much bruiſed and hurt, 
which tender idea affords double fatisfaCtion to 
the gods in the gallery. I recolle& that Mr. 


Murphy's tragedy of Alzuma abounds with ſuch 


pleaſant and terrific feats of bury me alive, &c. 
The firſt night that play was ated at York, 1774, 
Mrs. M George who acted the part of Orazia, 
entered on the ſtage ſome time before Mrs. King 
was wanted for that of Orellana, and I believe 


THE WANI 


| had proſtrated her body at full length in tragic 


wo, with an ad ditional *daſh more I believe than 


the author intended. Mrs. Hitchcock, who liked 
2 laugh, went running to Mrs. King in her 


dreſſing- room, and almoſt out of breath cried, 


« Mrs. King, run, run! the ſtage is waiting, and 


« Mrs. M*George has thrown herſelf twiceton the 
« floor with great applauſe!” Mrs. King on ſuch 


intelligence pulled up her train, and as faſt as her 
pompous dreſs and paraphernalia would admit; 
got to the wing and ruſhed on the ſtage, where 
being arrived, ſhe loſt no time, but violently pre- 
ſented her full. figure on the centre, to her own 


ſatisfaction, and. that of the applauding go as, 
who ſaluted her with thunder; and ſuch things 


to me at that: period were as entertaining and 
comic, as they are now by time, habit, uſe, and 
repetitions become. Fark pals. and non-⸗ 


entern a EO ey fe 
Late in April 1 77 Tectia an invitation 1 


Mr. Digges, to play a few nights at Glaſgow, 


where I went, and on my road, actually met with 
the adventure related by Mrs. Bellamy. My 
having furniſhed Mrs. Bellamy with a great part 


| of her. additional ſixth volume, which many per- 
ſons, I am affured have not read, will, I hope, 


plead my excuſe for reclaiming and here inſerting 


the: ſtory: in its proper place. Mr. Woods and 
Mr. of Edinburgh Mrs. cn and 


Es 
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Mrs. Webb of London, and a many others who 

are ſtill living, muſt remember, and conſequently 
will not refuſe to atteſt to NEG e 828255 * 

ef the iz: 1 5 


1 Tr not dated March 1 10, ie, of her 

E. cnn Mrs. Bellamy fays—— - 

=O _ _ * The frequent miſtakes which. I Gall: 1 e 

1 e made in the chronology of my theatrical anec- 
cc dotes, will, I hope, be imputed to my reciting 
40 them, as I have already obſerved, entirely from 

sc cuſed by you and my readers, as the incidents 


cc themſelves, though perhaps erroneous in point : 
5 cc of time, are real facts. And was I now to {ct | 
tc about correcting the error by an alteration of 
cc the dates, I fear, as many of them happened at ; 
« ſo diſtant a period, ſuch a ſtep would "7 be : 
= ce productive of greater miſtakes. | © | 
II have received ſome corrections on this 81 0 
4 e from Mr. Wilkinſon, Manager of the York 5 
« Company; for which I acknowledge myſelf 5 
e much obliged to him, though T cannot, for the 1 
« reaſon juſt given, avail myſelf of them. As 1 
« have mentioned the name of that gentleman, [ . 


« will entertain you with ſome anecdotes of him, 
« hich I think FO will not 12 8 e 8 = 


5 
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« Mr: Wilkinſon, about ten years. ago, was 
6. engag YE 


« with each of them. Being upon his journey 
« from the former city to the latter, he ſtopped _ 
« at the half-way houſe to dine; and, as I have 
given you in my. © Apology,” an account f 
« my agreeable journey from the capital to the 
« delightful city of Glaſgow, I can, even now, 
« accompany him, in idea, in his pleaſing tour. 

« When the dinner- was ſerved up, he found 
« there was great plenty of proviſions, and only 
« himſelf to partake of it. The quality, indeed, 
« of the ſeveral diſhes was not of the moſt dainty 
« kind,, the people of that country. being in ge- 
* neral not very particular i in that point; as their 


„giving me, upon my arrival in Edinburgh, „ 


piece of courſe eee tuxbors muff have The 

© convinced you. Ee 
« Mr. Wilkinſon e ee he table: hm 1 

« with more viands than were ſufficient for one 

5 perſon, rung for the maſter of the inn (the 


© miſtreſs, in that t part of the world ſeldom being 

„ viſible, but to a favoured few) to inquire 
„whether there was any company in the houſe, 

e who would partake with him of the plentiful - 


cc 1 and pals. a ſociable. hour with him. 
04 after. N | : PT 
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| by the Managers of the Edinburgh B27 
« and Glaſgow Theatres, to play ſome nights 


io 
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* To this the hoſt replied, that there was only 
4 one gentleman in the houſe; ; who, he dared to 
«ſay, would be glad of the offer, as ſoon as he 
=. &« came down ſtairs, which he was then about to 

do. Upon Mr. Wilkinſon's aſking if he knew 
1 ec the name of the gentleman, the landlord readily 
e told him it was Mr. Wilkinſon, the Manager 
c of the York Theatre, who was walking, by | 
e choice, to Glaſgow, where he was e cha to 

perform a few nights. 

5 «© Struck with this ents; th Or Mr. 
« Wilkinſon informed his hoſt, that there was 
c not a man in the world for whom he had a 
“greater regard than the Manager of the Vork 
« Company, and therefore ſhould be extremely | 

1 « glad to ſee him. At the ſame time he could 
„ not help inquiring, what was the reaſon of the 
e' Manager's lying a-bed ſo late, it being then paſt 
“ four o'clock in the afternoon. © He received for 
c“ anſwer, that Sir John Sinclair and ſome of his 
« friends having ſpent the preceding evening 
cc there, and hearing that ſo celebrated a per- 
& former was in the houſe, they had requeſted 
« the favour of his company to ſup with them. 
4e This invitation the pedeſtrian traveller had rea- 
=” « dily accepted; but unfortunately had /moated* 


* 
. 

5 

1 

b 
* 
4 


. FS . 


„ 11 i is very e to cull for 3 in Scotland, as well # 
in 8 8 among e of; any politeneſs. _ 


ch 


« ſo much, and made ſo free with the bottle; that 
it was. 5 8 — om er . could: Yer Sot to | 


00 bed. e 
t Ws ſupple, lie Kee: Wilkinſon was 


4 not à little impatient to behold a perſon who 
ee had thus aſſumed his name. He accordingly | 
« requeſted that the gentleman might be immedi- _ 


« ately introduced. When, to his no ſmall ſur- 


« priſe, in walked a figure, not the moſt prevoyant 
in his appearance, and who turned out to 55 


« Mr. Chalmers of the Norwich Company. 
« Mr. Wilkinſon aſſured his name“ fake that he 


« was extremely glad to ſee him; but as it would 
© have been imprudent in the higheſt degree, to 
« ſuffer the counterfeit Sofia to carry on the de- 
« ception any longer, an explanation, not of the 55 
© moſt agreeable kind, took place. Chalmers 
« finding himſelf thus detected, apologiſed for 5 
© the liberty he had taken; and by way of excuſe 
« ſaid, he thought the name of the Manager of 
« the York Company a much better travelling 
© name, and more likely to procure him credit on 


« the road, than his own. 


“Naturally endowed with much f good-nature, 


« Mr. Wilkinſon accepted the re not wit 


« ſtanding the unwarrantable conduct of the 


* other; and having granted his new compa- 
nion forgiveneſs, they ſat down together to 


« dinner. This lenient conduct WR the 
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cc « che; Ki itious one, and fo many oath toaſts 
“. to his health and proſperity, which, out of com- 
_ < plaiſance, he was obliged to pledge, that he. be- 
gan to find that a continuance of his courteſy 
c would ſoon reduce him to the ſtate his com- 
é panion kad been in the night before, and com- 
I pel him to lie till as late an hour the next day. 
By this time, Chalmers had poured down 
00 15 throat two bottles of Edinburgh ale, and 
e more than a ere of port-wine, excluſive of 
e ſeveral drams; and he was now bawling, like 
. 'Trapanti,. for more. Such being the ſituation 


1 &« of things, Mr. Wilkinſon thought ee to 


| . be 2 to * ne of e 


& put a ſtop to it, by calling for the bill. 
„ When it was brought, Chalmers, with great 
” « © ode; conſidering what had Paſſed, very 
N compoſedly requeſted that his companion would 
pay the whole of it, promiſing to pay his ſhare 
b when he reached Glaſgow, where he was en- 
e raged to play a few nights at a very high ſalary. 
'& As Mr. Wilkinſon had intended to conſider 
„ him as his gueſt, he diſcharged the bill, and 
ordered the chaiſe to be got ready immediately. 
* And when it drew up to the door, Chalmers, 
_ « without being in the leaſt reſtrained by the 
tt offence he had given, - requeſted that he might 


«This requeſt the eaſy Manager likewiſe com- 


« plied with; but juſt as he was entering the 
ce chaiſe, a mother bill, to the amount of two 
« pounds and upwards, was put into his hands, 
« ſpecifying that it was for ſundries had by Mr. 
« Wilkinſon. Upon his inquiring of Chalmers 
« how the demand aroſe, he coolly told him, that 
© he had found it neceſſary to regale himſelf 
ce there, during the two preceding days, in order 
to recover himſelf from the fatigue h- had un- 
« dergone in walking from er b to 
enjoy the beauties of the country. © 
Though Mr. Wilkinſon did not eh reliſh 
25 this part of the adventure, yet, beheving that 
his new acquaintance was really engaged to 
© play at Glaſgow, as he had aſſured him, and 
that there was (conſequently a chance of his 
te being reimburſed, he diſcharged this bill alſo. 
Nothing now retarding their journey, he would 
© have ſet off; but his companion could not be 
9 prevailed on to ſtir, till he had toſſed off two 
© bottles more of the Edinburgh ale- Fe 
„When they arrived at the end of their j jour- 1 
te ney, being heartily tired of ſo diſagreeable a 
« companion, Mr. Wilkinſon defired at the inn 
to be ſhewn into a room by himſelf; and im- 7 
© mediately defpatched a meſſenger to the Mana- 
« ger, of the Glaſgow Company, (Mr. Digges) 
« requeſting to ſpeak with him. As Joon as | 


* 
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« that gentleman -arrived, after the firſt at 
< tions were over, he congrat ulated Mr. Wil. 
« kinſon upon his recovery from the debauch he 
had committed the evening he was in company 
40 with Sir John Sinclair. This of courſe led to 
« an explanation; when Mr. Digges, juſtly in. 
« cenſed at ſuch a flagrant fallacy, declared that 
< he neither had, nor would by oy een emi en- 
ce gage the perpetrator of it. | 
« 'The conſequence was, that Chalmers . 
ec his deluſive ſchemes prove unſucceſsful, (as in- 
cc deed they generally do) he was obliged to have 
c recourſe to the humanity of the performers. 
ce A collection was accordingly made for him, to 
e which my good-natured friend, notwithſtand- 
e ing the impoſitions which had been practiſed 
t upon him, contributed his quota; thereby 
6c giving en 1 of 15 gh of TO ee 


c nature. | 
| 8 TOs 0. A. B. 


If it is hag 'F 8 5 that he's poor ſtory had 


been in Mrs. Bellamy's Life, I muſt know who 
ſent her the account, and have here given the fact 


as the dreſſed i it, verbatim from that book“. 1 have 


The Chalmers in Mrs. Bellamy” 1 was s father to the 
- Chalmers who lately acted at Yorks e 


5 


g = Apology and old pamphlets of Mr. Sheridan's, 
5 when that gentleman was firſt manager, relative 
to the ill behaviour of riotous young gentlemen, 


ey in the Iriſh Theatre; alſo the long hackneyed 
ſentation of Mahomet. This being a true allega- 


an excuſe for my robbing myſelf, who am a man 
of frange letters. If an unknown reader wonders 


actly my mode of converſation. - 
about, —O. I recolle&, I had got to the elegant 
city of Glaſgow, by the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Bella- 


were ſupplying my infinite loſs at York. The 
reader I perceive ſarcaſtically ſmiles at this aſſer- 


* receiyed not only: with approbation and applauſe, 
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quoted very little from other Pabst ts 1 3 bur = 
muſt obſerve that almoſt two volumes out of Mr. 
Victor's three, are entirely taken from Cibber's 8 


when he at laſt luckily eſtabliſhed order and decen- : 
account of the great riot in 1754, on the repre- 
tion againſt a man of letters, will certainly plead 
what kind of being J am as a companion, he will | 
be perhaps perfectly ſatisfied, when I aſſure him 
the wild incoherent manner of the book is ex- 1 
Now I have forgot what I was laſt ki | 


my. While I was there acting Lord Ogleby, Iron- 
ides, Colonel Oldboy, &. Mr. and Mrs. Jackſon 


tion; but I can affuredly aſſert, that once on a 
time, my Bayes, Zanga, Shylock, Sir Archy 


M*Sarcaſm, and many principal characters, were 
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3 EY great 1 PIR Ms York ee 1＋ 
have lived to ſee almoſt the end of my ſtage life, 
and will quit without regret, what Will leave me in 
few years whether I will or no. Why ſhould. | 
: Death be feared, ſince he will come when he will 
come? For. having. played thirty years on the 
York ſtage to one audience, a different ſage from 
that of London, where a rainy day will make au- 
diences ſpring up like muſſirooms; conſequently 
the beſt performers, from their ela ſo much 
variety, will never be attractive at York. for a long 

- continuance : And indeed my own ideas are ſo 
far ſuited to theirs of 8 as to think that 
: Wabern enn the 0 bank on | off the ſtage. 
The 5 Were 1 at Fork, May| 
1974. The Company on my return from Olaſ- 
gow, took the annual rout for Leeds; the troop 


much the ſame as lately related. I muſt mention 
one circumſtance of the very: polite invitation I 


Was then honoured with by Mr. Barſtow of 
. Leeds from Lady Fleming, (now Lady Harewood 
of Harewood-Houſe) when that. lady beſpoke 
| the play of © The School for Wives,” June 29, 
1774; on which occaſion there was a very ele- 
gant audience.—Favours I never forget—no! 
does ingratitude rank in the catalogue of ur. 
merous faults and Wipes. 


te! 
om 
ent, 
eat 


A. dae, 1 


and doubt ful fituati 


OFlaharty, Colin, 1 "Shag O'Clabber, Fiend 5 5 0 

the VIII. Ironſides, &c. and at York aſſizes, the 
ſame characters. Mr. Dodd and Mrs. Bulkeley 
ſnappened to be alſo. at Vork — They acted the 
Citizen and Maria for Mr. N 8 ee h : r 
firſt appearance on that ſtage. 5: 

On the Saturday in the York 1 a 
the play, a violent ſtorm aroſe between the par- 
ties, Mr. Dodd and Mr. Moody, which naturall7 
N W $6; into a porn 2 7 


Colonel . 8 treatn 
having rendered Beverley to me a very difagreeable 

1, I luckily obtained Wake 
feld for the ſeaſon of the year uſually allotted to 
Beverley, which on the firſt trial anſwered fo ex- 
ceedingly well, that Thad a regular and commodi- 
dus Theatre built there, which is frequently ho- 
ured with an audience of elegance, not to be 
ten ſeen in many of the larger towns of this king- 
dom. The neighbourhood of Wakefield is opu- 
ent, genteel, and numerous; and whenever they 
leaſe to be unanimous, and patronize the Thea- 
re, a ſtranger, even from London, would be 
toniſhed at beholding the number of gentle- 


nen's elegant carriages attending that Theatre, 
0 convey their wealthy and ſpirited owners to 


ant! * ha! e 


ek, CN 


* 
3 
8 
KW 
— 
2 
| 


FR 
I; 
4 

# \ 

2 

} [4 
£ i, 
” 9 
1 Ti 
8.5 
1 
— 
1 
10 f | 
1 
TH 

7 © 
9 3 
2 : 
"UE TY 

_ TIES 
3 74 5 ": 


I 8 8 


# ” - 1 OY s « 
4 : . j . 
: 4 _ 
* * ; 
hg t * 14 
N - > 22 %; - 
2 . SY I r 8 88 - DEER Tor RO HO ELTON 2 \ 
= m e —————— — —¼ — I at - 
, Re _ 8 NO 4-5 


— 


4 : 
_— RS OM RY 
wy Erna wiper ue 


® - * 2 
* 
Ce £ y 4 2 » 
1 2 8 3 2 N < 
— — — by — TP NEED EINE” he 1 HA 4 £ — 
2 - 2 r wu 8 > 0 
r A I OI 


N 
n 


ONE — as 


beg 


SEO 
0 HS 


2 , 2 — 
EE Tar — —— 
8 T 8 * * 
= - * 


* * * 
2 = * 25 

* A 8 r 3 

1 * 2 . * = Saf of So 

hs Trae : $4 PER 

— 8 4 * 5 * — 
2 n * N 
> . 
——— ä 


ee eee en 
4 5 es a * 


Wes a Maſe vw 4/ap-3.. —— 


FI Ce OR ES Io AE — 
a 5 — 2 
r — ÞY 5 8 f ry % 
1 — 
— rr - — : = 


A — — . 2 
r 888 


rn 
* a 


">. 


— VY 222 — ed es noe er EIS en gas he refit * — * X 
- "=, 7 7 1 1 - —— 


1 p- 8 "— — W 

7 X b * — n — = * - et 
8 8 L *. gt l — * * 8 — 3 8 Fe = 45 r ply — 2 — 
3 = — by . 2 
\ * „ 0 / hn = 
= - * - 
- — = * 9 
- N = 


= — 5 —_— 
be! 


n oP "x" : 
=_ n * — i -- 
8 * L = 
— 2 I, ; 
\ 
- 2. 
= me ner , 


——̃u— 4 oo 
25 


el 
. = 


ues. > S „ --* 5 = 
l 
_— 


o _— 3 Py — 


CES 8 5 or — - 1. ” - — 2 K — * 2 
—— — — — —— — = 2 
- a . 2 l = CONS. [3-0 — mad? LO - 2 
= - 1 N I enn - ef STE RES. on 
eee n 


. 
A — —＋ͤK«K45*5 „„ & = hes l 
24.4 + " FR” IS — 2 Pars © "20 4 x 8 = 233 l bo 4 — 
bal 4. 9 1 = 27 F _ 6 = + —— © iv - 
2 o p woes = 8 4 88 _— — 5 d __ on n 8 „ wan 
1 * FE \ 5 g _ - — — 
= N TIE POTENT 0 on By =_ l — IEC — = —— 
2 Las \ 3 WE TORE TFT 1 of al 5 


— 
n 


-  VANTS. OF THE PUBLIC. It is often mentioned 
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e ru WANDERING PATENTE 


their neighbouring villas *; ſeveral of which n may 
.- be:termed; palaces. 
At the end of Wakefield. OW McGeoree 
; | deſerted, and left Mrs. King in full power. We 
| had a ſhabby Theatre there, but better than the 
inhabitants of that town had ever been ac- 
cuſtomed to. Decent "Theatres in the country 


were almoſt unknown thirty years'ago. We hat ber 
to oppoſe Mr. Whiteley that ſeaſon: However WW" 


we not only obtained victory, but defeated and 
routed the enemy. We advertiſed as HIS NA. 
 ZESTY's SERV ANTS—our opponents as SER 


my returning to Wakefield again, from Don- 
caſter, as well worthy of my attention, but they 
do not conſider the: inaments: e I would in 
_ cur thereby. | | 

l here preſent FRY 1555 of: ah bill; not ur 23 
| [nu wad but to ſee how merit ſometimes riſcs, 
and meets its due reward; as Miſs Farren and her 
ſiſters were my opponents, alſo ny" neal hero, 
the worthy Mr. Cummins. 


To 


The ſpirited John Milnes, Eſq. bie one ak the Ven ele⸗ 
. gant Gs of; . ay e in the king 
. 1 
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Tf rok THIS WEEK ONLY, _ 
by the SERVANTS of the PUBLIC, 
At 115 THEATRE in the Grone VAR. | . 
This EVENING will be preſented the celsbnated TR 5 ae, 


; KING HE NRT II; 
Os. 'The Fall of Fair Ro. 


(Written. by Mr, Hull, as it was performed in London with univerſal applauſe) 


Tay 


Toe 
We! 
the 
aC- 
try 
had 
ever! 
and! 


pers, is ſufficient to teſtify: its merit; and the ſtory of King 
fieary and Fair Roſamond is ſo well known to people of every 
unk, to-be:one of the molt intereſting and pathetic ſtories: that 


race our Engliſh..annals, chat ĩt is totally needleſs to comment 


er upon oe 
e ; 88 9044 or paint the lily, : 

5 l ed a perfume on the violet, 5 
SER . To ſmooth the ice, or add another ue 


Dunto the rainbow; or with taper light 


oned Juso ſeek the beauteous eye of heaven t0 garniſh, | 
Als waſteful and ridiculous exceſs, 
Don- ad waſteful and ridiculous it would be to ſay. .any- 3 in its 


4; rarely met with, 
d in 
Queen Dene, — Mis PHILLIPS. 

Fair e e 0 HEELE R. . 


By Mrs. RICHARDS a 1 Miſs FARREN. 


To which avill be. added, a New Pantomimical E ntertainment in 
groteſque characters, called © | _ 


01D MOTHER REP. CAP. 


With al-the incidental Scenes, Machines, - arid Decorations. The Cres and. 
Mufic entirely new, and compoled by Mr. Clagett. | 


uy as 
riſes, 
d her 


7 Mother raph 3 - Mr. WHITELEY. 

ſt ele⸗ . Scaramouch, ; Mr. CU MM IN 8. 

King: Hymne & 25 Miſs P. FARRE N. 3. 
Servant Maid. Miſs K. FAR REN. 
„Coluß 8 Miſs FARR EN. 


With a VIEW of the IN ep E of the PANTHEON, 
In which will be introduced a MASQUER ADE. _. 
Maſquers by Mr. Stirn, Mr. Owen, Mr. Woop, 


c. Ke. 


5 


What has been ſaid of this excellent play, in the public pa- 


praiſe, when Cans the n with fuch beauties as are | 


S — Mr. CUMMINS. - c 5 1 


Ur. WHEELER, Mr. PETERS, Mr. RichaR Ds, Mr. 
UMMINS, Mrs. CLAGETT, Mrs. WHEELER, Mrs. 
** Miſs FARREN, Mrs. Fa ARRE N, Mrs. ee 


202 THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 
Mr. Woops was engaged that Hull hed 


1 774. Thad firſt ſeen him in the ſpring that year at 
. Glaſgow. A gentleman of talents. as an actor, * 
and reſpected by every body as a man of honour 
and ſtrict integrity off the ſtage, alſo of good edu- 
cation and a poet. He from his earlieſt time oui N 
he ſtage. has never quitted his Scotch friends th 
c and indeec they may be truly termed. ſo— the 80 
year he was with me excepted). And though I 
his reception in Yorkſhire, was flattering and 8ʃ 
reſpectable, (and be it underſtood alſo he is a na. th 
tive of England)—yet never was he more happy i! 
I dare affirm, than when he re- croſſed the Tweed « 
to viſit his noble patrons in the city of Edinburgh th 
His firſt appearance at Hull, was in Hamlet be 
8 October 14, 1774, much approved, ar) thi 
; (forhis credit) by the 11 8 8 en] N | 
"We 
MG A of. Hull, hes firſt appear bir 
ance, Thurſday December 1774. As a MW!) 
tive of the town, that young lady was well re. K. 
ceived: A pretty young woman, but wanted me 
power and talents for the ſtage ler beautify M 
W L94 my e „„ | me 
| | ie: 1 
Mrs. 1 {wie of Mr: Reddiſh, 2 bel ga 
| known actor, who died in the York Aſylum) a 
| peared at Hull, in the character of Zaphira: Al of 


Zood perſon, but not by any means adequate to ſo 


THE WANDERING PATENTEE. 203 3 | 
geading a part in the drama, as that of Zapl 
Mrs. e ade not ene 

n I RE 


8 
ontinue that 


Me. a 4Mrs. eee alt nocd on WY 5 
Norwich and the Dublin ſtages, were engaged 1 
that ſeaſon, and continued till the autumn 1775. _ 
She made her firſt appearance in Mrs. Oakley and 
The Iriſh Widow, December q, 1774, at Hull. 
dhe poſſeſſed much merit, as did Mr. Cornelys, in 
the low comedy characters: He was approved at 
Hull and York, in Abel L Drugger. Mrs. King 
kept her ground, but was not by any means in 


been. Maſter and Miſs Weſt continued, do 


the additional performers mentioned. 
I opened. the York Theatre, Jan. 177; —Flete- 


ürſt appearance on his return, was on April 29, 
1775, When he acted Haſtings. Mr. and Mrs. 
King, Mr. Powell, and Mr. Charles Wood, left 
me in May, the end of the York ſeaſon, 1775. 
Miſs Waudby was highly offended in that ſprightly 
month of May, on account of being given the 
part of one of the ladies of pleaſure in The Beg- 
gar's Opera. Perhaps there is not any play which 

lo often occaſions unhappineſs and diſputes out 
of London, as that ſaid Opera: For it requires a. 
Pune 15 . and the N n, of the a 


that high eſteem! with the public ſhe had formerly 


-wood returned, and engaged till June 177. His . 
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ö tragic or genteel comic Walk, w. 
ſuch characters on any account, nor do the ladies 
of inferior quality, ſubmit with a grace, neither will 


they, without much bickering, play the w—. | 
| The gentleman alluded to led her off the ſtage— 
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he fell proftrate—ſhe quickly raiſed him, and 


they were ſoon after united in holy bands. She 


quitted the ſtage, for a more eligible ſtation, | 
where, as perſons of worth, and himſelf a man 


of genius, great ſtudy and induſtry, they had the 


= general eſteem of many reſpectable and leading 
families in Vork. The lady is dead, and he is in 


an increaſing, ſituation as to good connections 


improving in his fortune, and allowed to give 
: inſtructions for the care of the ſoul, and by that 


means beſtows health on the body and peace to 


1 the mind as an excellent preacher. Me parted on 


good terms, as I can readily and inconteſtibly 


| prove from three or four letters, now lying before 
me, the which I was favoured with from that 
reverend paſtor; where the profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip are as flatteringly as earneſtly expreſſed, and 
muſt certainly much gratify my pride and feel- 

| ings, in the being aſſured I am fayoured with the 


good wiſhes and eſteem of a perſon who poſſeſſes 


N religion, talents, and underſtanding. „ 
Bauett was at that time (1775) rapidly i improving. 
Mrs. King had an offer from Mr. Garrick, which 


- the. accepted. He had heard a n unt of 
4. 


. 
% 
*# 
i 


wil not ni in 
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10 acting, Kc. and was in hopes to have made her 

a curb on Mrs. Abington and Miſs Young; thoſe 
ladies frequently trying his patience, and teach- 
ing him philoſophy : He who had been uſed to 
rule, was over-ruled, as was the language of 
newſpapers and magazines at that time. Mrs. 
King left me early in the ſummer 1 775, made her 
debut in the autumn at Drury-Lane, in Roſalind, 
and was well received: Indeed ſo well, that in 
order to mortify Miſs Young (now Mrs. Pope) 
Mr, Garrick had intereſt at Court ſufficient for 
his Majeſty to have that play ordered, on which 
occalion, his new actreſs was s thus advertiſed in 
the bills of the day, 


And Roſalind, by Command. by Mrs. KING. 


Mrs. King however did not pleaſe as a firſt-rate, 
though of great utility. I ſaw her play Lady 
Macbeth on the ſudden. indiſpolition. of Mrs. 
Yates, and Lady Fanciful, on the illneſs of Mrs. 
Abington, and that to Mr. Garrick's matchleſs 
performance. of Sir John Brute. But ſtill ſhe 
only played principal characters, when neceſſity 
brought her before the audience, at a few hours 
notice, and was abliged to truſt to her memory 
for what ſhe had acted in the country the year 
ring. Ml before that of her unexpected exaltation at Dr ury=. 
hich Wl Lane. She ated Mrs. Knightly that ſeaſon 
at of repeatedly a as it Was revived by his Majeſty's order 


e = 
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for the purpoſe of ccein g Mr. Garrick in that i in- 

pid character of Sir Anthony Branville. An 

. 5 part was ſent her the latter part of the 

ſeaſon, which materially injured her in the 
opinion of the public, which was the principal 

one in a bad farce, called c The Spleen; or, 
Iſlington Spa:“ That piece was puſhed by the 
Manager, againſt the will of the audience, yet by 
perſeverance in repeating it, the audience that at- 

- tended, allured thither by ſome ſtrong play, either 
partly retired, or yawned over the firſt part, and 
the remaining few were all up, and folemnly de- 
parting, - while Mrs. King was ſpeaking a bad 
epilogue to the backs, not the faces of the re- 

- maining audience. This brought her into diſ- 

repute and neglect, and of courſe ſhe was much 

| chagrined and diſappointed, and at the end of the 
ſeaſon was not retained at Drury-Lane, nor I 
believe wiſhed to be. But her not being received | 
in a principal light, and ſpoken of as a firſt-rate 
in London, of courſe lowered her fame in the 
country. Our theatrical barometer is much 
guided by London criticiſms and deciſions: That 
was the very ſeaſon I believe that Mrs. Siddons 
made her firſt appearance in Portia, and did not 
ſucceed; and is a proof that a London audience, 
though beyond doubt, the true criterion, is not 
always infallible, any more than the moſt emi- 
* nent - Phykiclan, Mrs. . retired from Mr: 
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went to Mancheſter, from which place her in- 


ae eyes and ears were ſo open to conviction, 
that real fame and confirmed reputation, mixed 
85 with wonder, attention, and unceaſing applauſe, 
55 reſtored her to London, where they have em- 
y braced and locked' her faſt, with every reward _ 
- WH that applauſe and overflowing bounty can beſtow. 

er WH To uſe her own words, ſhe was © a lamp not to be 
1d extinguiſhed.” Her Rage merits” are univer- 
le- ſally known, and I have honoured myſelf with 
ad the enumerating them in my Memoirs, therefore s 

at any of my tautology or elougum here would be 
ny ridiculous. To repeat of Mrs. Siddons what 

ich every body knows, that ſhe is not only beyond a 
the Wl doubt, in her particular line, the firſt actreſs of 
r1 W the preſent day, but alſo in a general view un- . 
ved doubtedly ſuperior, take her for all in all, to the 
rate excellences of any actreſs the moſt ſnarling critic 

| or true judge of dramatic merit, that can be re- 
uch membered, in any theatrig : tradition. | Much has 
Chat been ſaid of Mr. Garrick's being Jealous of Mrs. ” 
dons I Siddons's powers; but that muſt have been a verx 

| not Bl weak ſurmiſe, for he certainly entertained a 
Bees lender opinion of her abilities, and Mr. Wood- 
{oh fall the ſame, who recommended her to return to 
„ country theatres, where the feebleneſs of her 


voice might be inſured a hearing. To e that 
„ K „ 


Tie WANDERING pareerks.. 1 20% | 


Lane, Sh: a country company. Mrs. Siddons | 


| creaſe of fame eſcorted her to Bath, and there 
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1775, and was not much approved of, but being 
very perfect, with perſeverance and aſſduity, 


mne by degrees grew into good 


5 


Mr. e opinion was nat. Bngular, Mr. 
Brinſley Sheridan was in poſſeſſion of Drury- 
Lane Theatre the winter following, and it is 
evident he did not eſteem Mrs. Siddons worth 
retaining; on the which ſhe and Mr. Siddons 
had placed great reliance. Now, had Mr. Sheri- 
dan's eye been more penetrating than Mr. Gar- 
-rick's, he would not have miſſed the honour and 
credit of being himſelf the poliſher of the rough 
diamond to its preſent luſtre. It was her own 
Worth, by the aid of impartial judgment, that 
ſtamped that merit, which for many years agree- 
ably ſurpriſed Mr. Sheridan's coffers with over- 
flowing guineas; and I dare ſwear he would not 
have been angry, had the Siddonian ſtream of 
ſucceſs taken its flowing courſe in the year 
1776-7, inſtead of the current . ſtopped 
till ſome years Sha. 8 

I perceive here that by creeping into Mrs. | 
Siddons' s company as who would not? —I have 
left Mrs. King behind. To ſupply her place at 
Vork, I had engaged a lady of fame in the weſt, 
from Exeter, a Mrs. Houps0N. Her perſon was not 
very good, but her face was remarkably hand- | 
ſome: She acted Jane Shore at York, in May 


wen An my Clr- | 


PN 


2 


in firſt-rate LOOT 


gentleman well known in Ireland : He was a- 


not only in York, but at Norwich, Mr. Foote's, 


His caſt was the Smarts and Footmen. 


8 Coquette, or the Miſtakes of the Heart.“ 15 


and his Macaroni,” were both ee au- 


— 
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cuit; wid at Doncafter in partivular ſhe was held. 


1 * 


2 — 


In May 175 1 alfo engaged 1 Mr. enen 


great. aſſiſtant in the operas his perſon tall and 
handſome 3 he played che Irſhmen W well. 
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Mr. Ban was l bag eck who has added 41 M 
and moſt of the companies in Great Britain. 


Mr. Hitchcock produced in the Hull ſeaſon, 
in November 1775, à new comedy, called © The 


nended the ſubject to him, from the pleaſing _ If. 
novel of © Betſey Thoughtleſs,” and I think . = 


—— "ee 2 
OLE SITE PB, 1 r 7 LEES 2 2 S ; 
2 2 — : 1 8 


Mr. Hitehcock might have made it more whimſi: 


cally. diſtreſing, as that heroine's thoughtleſsneſss? 
gives fair ſcope for more variety than any cha- 1 
racter I know; and I wonder it has never been 

thought of by ſome dramatic writer. Mr. Hitch- 
cock's © Coquette” is by no means deſtitute of 
merit, either as to plot or dialogue, but he cer- N 
tainly might have improved it in many reſpects, Mo. 
and made it more entertaining. That comedy 5 
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In the Auguſt races, 1775, Mr. Lewis ea : 
me with a: viſit, He acted Archer, Gratiano, 
” Hamlet, Lord Townly, Beverley, Young Wild- 
ing, Romeo and Dick Mrs. Lewis, —Portia, 
Lady Townly, and Juliet. I need not add ſo ex- | 
cellent an actor was well received, nor ſhall I 
dwell on his merits, having taken that liberty in 
my former production; therefore ſuperfluous 


| | praiſe would vex, not pleaſe him, and he would 


only laugh at me and my nonſenſe, and tell me 
1 was fond of writing. Mr. Lewis acted alſo 
part of thoſe characters at e three. « or four 
nights after our cloſe at Vork. „„ 
Prom Leeds early in e 1978s Mr. OP 
Mrs. Lewis left the north for the ſouth, and I 
and my theatrical. regiment marched. for. plea- 
"fant quarters to Wakefield, which has ever been | 
attended with welcome, benevolence, and ſuc- | 
| ceſs. Not any thing worth the mentioning : We 
were {till in the bad little theatre in the Bull- 
Yard, where I revived in three acts, as a ſecond- 
piece, on account of the name, « George OcGreen, 
'the Pinder of Wakefield.” This Piece may be 
found in Dodfley's collection of old plays ;—1 
think it may be twiſted into a comic opera: Mr. 
Hull, I am informed, has ſome ſuch intention. 
y the intereſt of General St. Leger, and ſome 
leading gentlemen at Doncaſter, Mr. Richards, 
p then Mayor, e I 177 to whom 1 was 


12 * 


TW 


1 am particularly obliged for his friendſhip and 


the public in general, not forgetting Alderman 
Whitaker and his family, Alderman Heatton, 
Meſſrs. Woodcock, Dunhill, Foſter and others, to 
whom JI am under many obligations for their = 
-yearly kindneſſes, as well as for their. ſo long 
ago obtaining. the town of Doncaſter, . which! 


tory, in profit, fame; and convenience it being 
only 18 miles from merry Wakefield. In the 
year 1775, when I had the. honour and pleaſure . 


pany had only- the. Town-Hall to perform gs 
but by the intereſt of thoſe gentlemen lately 
mentioned I obtained a leaſe for a new elegant 
Theatre, then building by the Corporation, 80 85 
commence 3776s. at which place I have con- 
tinued, and hope I ſhall viſit it yearly while * 
am able to Be wheeled round to r, fix. theatric 
N We 


wick, as a ſpecimen of her abilities. At the 
rehearſal, on the night of her performance, and | 
on and off che ſtage, ſhe ſeemed to be as wild as 
an untamed colt. ; Nos was of 5 good family at 


4 
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kindneſs, alſo to the whole Corporation and 
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was a very great addition to my. theatrical terri- 


to attend Doncaſter races, I and my com- 
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My firſt year at t Wakefield, a Mrs. 8 


ſurpriſed me at my. quarters, and requeſted 1 
perſonate Queen Margaret in the Earl of War- 
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f Morwichs 1 believe that her mother i is ſtill 1 Wing 
there, though her daughter, alas, is not, having 
departed this life ſome years ago in Ireland. She 
Vas of uncontroulable ſpirit, when provoked, even 

with the leaſt reaſon, and when the fury was 
cover, was eaſily led, full of contrition and good 


humour till a new breeze fanned the fire and ſet 


the billows of her mind once more raging, and 
all was ſtorm and fury, till her palpitating heart 


ſplit on the rock againſt which ſhe wilfully ruſhed 


Her ill-guided bark. She gave ſuch good promiſe 
of ſtrong genius, that I immediately engaged 
her at Doncaſter” for the enſuing winter: Her 
_ perſon was good; ſhe wore the ſmall clothes with 
a grace; her powers and «voice were uncom- 
monly excellent; her dialect very erroneous, and 
her ear not very exact, nor her mind equal to the 
patience of much teaching; but I verily do be- 


 Heve had a perſon with patience and judgment, 


had power over her unthinking mind, that ſhe 
would ere this have ſtood foremoſt in the rank of 


fame amidſt the various candidates which have 


produced themfelves to the public. She was 


ſo well received at York and Hull, that indeed I | 


did not entertain the leaſt doubt but with perſe- 
verance, 1 ſhould have my Queen Dido raviſhed 
from me, by the eagle talons of a London Mana- 

ger, who would place her on a theatrical pinnacle 
for the great world to wonder at. However the 
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| winter 177, „at Hull, and the Kine and ſpribg. - : i l 
of January, February, March, April, May 1776, =_ 
at York, the public ſeemed much inclined to for- 5 1 hb 


ward her merits and were equally pleaſed with 
the attention and A ho: of . N : 
(now Murray). : 

I had the D e Pantomime or The 
Genii got up that ſeaſon ; it pleaſed well, as in- 
deed it ought, for it was produced at a great ex- 
pence, and was the occaſion of a young man of 
great merit getting forward in life, who is now - 
well eſtabliſhed in his particular line his name 


j 


* 


10 


7 I 2 A. At 


is Julius: For as I was projecting the Arabian 
Night's Entertainment of the Genit, my painter - 


had not t time 


| e finiſh a 
for the laſt ch 


"es 1 


* 


alace- ſcene and wings 
| e, when Mr. Southerne of Hull, 
who is well known as the leading dancing- 


maſter there, luckily recommended young Julius, 


who, ſtruck with. the opportunity of an under- 
taking. ſo oppoſite to. his common daily work of 


the bruſh, -ffew to the new-appointed office with 


the utmoſt avidity, and executed the difficult taſk 


in a ſtyle wonderful for the ſmall time allotted, 
when conſidered as a firſt attempt. After this 


he could not bear to ſubmit to the dull daily repe- | 


4 


$ 


tition.of ſmearing the heads and tails of ſhips, . 


and the doors of ale-houſes, tobacconiſt's ſhops, 


warchonſes, &c. but flew to the Metropolis, 


Where he | : e 


e 


5 . & 


* 


# for & long time to labour for ex- 8 


. — , Fa # . 
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iſtence as Mr. N obody: z and that is a very pre- | 
curious and doubtful exiſtence in London, and is 
| Perhaps the worſt of all other places, till a name 
is got, and then Mr. Devil, accounted. as the artiſt, | 
Will be courted, and bear a good name, while 
Mr. Angel, the limner, is termed: the devil of a 
painter, a, dauber, and is left in a truly. deviliſh 
| ſituation. However it was a lucky ſtroke in the 
end for Mr. Julius, for his perſeverance and ſtrong 
natural genius ſurmounted all difficulties, and he 
is now well known, as Lam informed, in London, 
and has obtained prizes at the Royal Academy. 
The Mr. Southerne juſt mentioned, has great 
merit as a profeſſor in the art of teaching young 
ladies and gentlemen to walk, move, fit, and 
what is more difficult, how to ſtand ſtill. Mr. Sou- 
therne may ſometimes talk out. of time, but he 
Y keeps his-ſcholars to proper time and place, and 
| ** one undoubted praiſe-worthy quality, he is 
1e moſt. indefatigable father. for ae a nu- 


— 5 * 


— 


eg 


and all who as families ut "Ry in 20 
every ſtate of life, how difficult, expenſive, and 

harraſſing it is to get young people ſo eſtabliſhed 
in the world, as to monde for. es and 
their future progexg. 

But to: proceed with my Hull 6 nd not 

i preach a ſermon, I muſt recollect that Mrs. Hudſon 

e much in the opinion 7 the audience; ; the vice 


. 


Y 
— 
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| lenit e of Mrs. King being much relaxed, as 
their golden opinion of that lady was changed to 
flyer; for no other reaſon but becauſe ſhe had 
Nor been honoured with the ſame applauſe in 
Ireland as in Yorkſhire, without recollecting ſhe - 
had there to encounter odious compariſons op- 
| poſed 1 to her, viz. Mrs. Barry, Mrs. Fitzhenry, and 

others—as a miſer will judge of another's merit 


on learning what money Mr. Such-a-one is 


worth; for in the ſcale where the caſh is put, he 


will be ſure. to Ppronounce there lies the ſenſitive” | 


part. . = 
The whole winter at Hull, 177%, we had fre- - 


pn, commotions in our ſtate, and afterwards at © 


York, between Mrs. Hudſon-and Mrs. Montague; 35 


for the latter with her ſpirit and powers was daily 
gaining ground; and each had a party, which 
were diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of 2h HI 
Zagues and 7he Capulets—like Whig and Tory. 


I had about that time involved myſelf with F 
the building of Leeds Theatre; and what with 


* 


* 


s 


the infinite expence of new ſcenery and ward- 8 


robe; I judged it the moſt expedient, mode to 
ſell half the property, and be paid as manager 


was adopted and filled with the moſt reſpectable 


* 


IIS KE 


and actor, by which means my mind would not 
be harraſſed with any incumbrances. T had not 
publiſhed ſuch a propoſal a week, till the plan 


names! in e N - WE met on 1 11 TOY Fn 


to ſettle the final A oe e „ 2s if ſome 
planet had unwitted men, we fell together by the 
ears, and never were friends again, and that only 
from one point, which on both ſides at that time 
appeared to be very material: The ſubſcribers. 
allowed me full and uncontroulable power as 
Mr. Manager, but would not permit me to diſ- 
poſe of my own. ſhare of the property without the 
| conſent of all the ſubſcribers. I declared I would 
be free as air; but in that reſpect, though a. 
theatrical king, yet I was to be at the diſpoſal of 
the New Conſtitution or Convention, then to be 
eſtabliſhed of the National Theatrical Aſſembly, 
who would not ſuffer King Tate to move from 
any of his palaces or ſummer villas without per- 
miſſion from the new aſſembled body. It is true 
I was better off in ſome reſpects than the late 
unfortunate real monarch of France, as IJ had in 
the year, the extent of the greateſt part of York. 
county to range in. However I would not yield 
up my liberty, and they were equally ſtrenuous, 
and a numerous body oppoſed to my ſingle ſelf; 
they therefore one and all abandoned me to my 
fate, as an obſtinate, headſtrong, ſelf-willed i igno- 
ramus, who did not deſerve ſuch friends. To be 
ſure they puzzled me, for I wanted Three Thou- 
ſand Guineas, and had no reſouree, but then John 
Bull had his . and was not made a Cap- 


tive And the found of the word a ert: 
the idea, the ſame as Boniface is dengheed den 
he hears Latin; for though he acknowledges he 
does not underſtand it, yet he fays he loves its 


ſound. And this chaining me to the oar con- 
tained more compliment than perhaps the ſtranger, 
as a reader, may be aware of; and he will be 
ſurprifed when 1 proudly aſſure him, notwith- 
ſtanding 1 was in debt, yet my integrity was ſo 
eſteemed and truly to be depended upon, and the 
opinion. of my doing every thing for the enter- 


tainment of the town, that they actually valued 
me as a manager, on an equality almoſt worth 


the purchaſe they were intending to make, and 


that after 1 had been as Manager for ſeveral years. 
It certainly was and is a moſt flattering compli- 
ment for me to reflect on, and to relate to the 


world at large, as an incontrovertible fact: How- - 
ever we parted, and each party determined; that 


is, on their parts they would not hazard their 


money, unleſs I was bound to itz and on the | 
other, Mr. Pet Tate would not ſubmit to con- 4 


troul. 1855 8 08 


1 went on to "he. Hull [RED ; no ner 
matter that I now recollect. Two or three of 10 5 


the proprietors puſhed me hard for their money, 
by which I was much pricked and goaded, and 


was ſo irritated, that I offered the Theatres for 
ſale, in the London papers, and what is very 
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1 8 . for ſo large and eſtabliſhed a property 
WW received. no adequate offers. Indeed the reader 


will recollect it was then the beginning of the 
80 American Ay, and the theatric TING, and . 


| Felt a . EA of trade, 5 a „ | 
tion in pocket. Something was neceſſary to be 
done, and I obtained another ſet of Lubſcribers, 
who permitted me to have the right of ſale as to 
my own. property in the Theatre. A perſon, 
lx. Buck) was appointed as. treaſurer for each 
e and I, was to be. uncontroulable as Mana- 
ger. This mutual agreement was put into im- 
* execution at York, in January 1776. 
All was harmony—we.. failed before the wind— 
ſuch a Manager, and ſuch. friends as the pro- 
Prietors, were not to be matched! „ | 
January 18, a young lady was recommended 
yt Mr. Maude of York, to play three or four 
nights, whoſe name was Davies: She acted 
Cherry, Miſs Biddy, and Cupid 3 in the Trip to 
Scotland, and was much approved. believe the 
young lady was not then above 14 years of age, 
but ſince that time has been better acquainted 
with the world, men, and things, as Mrs. Wells. 
Mr. Flete wood i in the month of February fell 
1 into a rapid decline, and very little hopes 
Were entertained 2 8 tis „ and as > his fre- 
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tertainments of the Theatre v very precarious, I . 5 


gaged a Mr. Berxon, whom I had ſeen the ſum- 
mer before at the Glaſgow Theatre: He was the 
ſon of an eminent ribon-weaver at Coventry; had 
a great ſhare of ſpirit, and did not want his own 
good opinion. I am told he has improved, and 

is now a Manager in Warwickſhire. He was of 
great ſervice to me in my emergency; for Flete- 


wood grew. daily worſe and worſe : His laſt ap- ; E 


_ pearance on any ſtage, was at York, on Saturday, 
March 23, 1576, for his own benefit, when he 
' acted: Mr. Drummond, in Mrs. Cowley's © & "Bas 

away; 

On 19501 9, Zaſter Pushen I . Ds ; 
is called to this day, . Wilkinſon's Duenna.“ 
Having given an account of that production i in 


my Memoirs, I will not here trouble the reader 
on that ſubject. That evening Mrs. Txomson 


(Mrs. Vernon) made her appearance in the Pan- 


tomime of The Genii,“ as Diana, and ſung the 
excellent ſong of With horns and with hounds, 
Fl waken the day,” &c. I need not add with 
applauſe, as ſhe muſt be well remembered by all 
amateurs, as often ſinging that ſong with repeated 
plaudits and encores at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
about twenty-five. * 5 in eee an 
Daphne. 8 
Mrs. e brought 3 in 758 Jae 13 niece, 
| Miſs Poxrun, who | aterwards Was married to 


I 


Mr. 9 now of Corent Jarden Theatre, 
aun excellent finger and actor, Nes in . 
 Triſh- characters. Miſs Poitier had an ele- 
gant perſon, an enchanting pipe, and was truly a 
charming ſinger: London has an unknown loſs 
by the death of that delightful girl; there could 
not have been the ſmalleſt doubt of her ſucceſs, 
had the tyrant Death permitted her to live. She 
"ated at York that ſpring, Leonora, Venus, Maid 


of the Mill, &c. &c. to excellent houſes; and with 
unbounded applauſe, and her aunt aſſiſted in the 


: 


oppoſite parts—Arbaces to her Mandane,—Fanny 


the Gipſey, to her Maid of the Mill, &c. They 
had been engaged at Mancheſter, with Mr. | 
Younger, but it was the cuſtom at that time to 


cloſe the Theatre there at Eaſter till the Wk tf ; 
Marne which is always the race-week there. 


*Mrs. Hitcheock was with me, but was engaged : 
for Bath; ; and though ſhe was to leave me at the 
end of May, ſhe could not bear the thoughts of a | 
8 Tival. It is the natural ambition of almoſt every 5 
performer's mind, that notwithſtanding his or her 
_ departure is their own act and deed, yet they ; 


"et 


want their loſs to be fo ſeverely felt, that any 
perſon ſtarting up to pleaſe the public in their 


particular department, is what we call death upon 
the croſs. 80 Mrs. Hitchcock was very angry 
with me for engaging Miſs Poitier, and perceiv- 1 
1 ſhe got much * Ra op. 
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racters, 1 well remember ſhe rated me ſoundly 
on the occaſion ; told me, that not having any hu= | 
manity myſelf, I could not feel for the injuries 1 


cruelly inflicted n Gre e e 


tears and many dropping beads, ſhe- ſaid . You _ 


« brute of a manager! why you never had any 


„ merit as an actor yourſelf, or if you had, it was 


« only gleaned from others, and not any of your 


70 then thanked her ſtars that ſhe was leav- 
ing me, and would never ſee York again if ſhe 


lived an hundred years that! is, if I was mana« 
ger. Her handkerchief was more bedewed with 
real tears, than all her acted ſorrows ever pro- 
duced She ſpoke then what ſhe thought; —ſhe 
ſaid ſhe was going to a gentleman, Mr. Palmer at 
Bath, and there ſhe would continue for life. But 
words are but wind ; and when ſhe reads this, my 
good friend, Mrs. Hitchcock, will laugh heartily, _ 
and ſhe-will freely confeſs, (to ſpeak the truth) 
when ſhe made her norration, ſhe was in a bloody 
allen and it did her a vaſt deal of good, the 

giving it the manager rarely: And ſurely take 
us for all in all, we are the ſtrangeſt, as well as 
the merrieft undone people in the univerſe. 1 


$f 4 


ever liked Mr. and Mrs, Hitchcock, and their 


whole family. Theſe threats only ſerved to make 
us more cordial at our after meetings, with 
which the reader wi e bs made IG 


quainted, | 3 
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| eee, (who was and is happy enough to 


Mr. l and Mr. Wood (who. had left me 
" year before, and of whom I have given a par- 
ticular account) came alſo from Mancheſter to 
Tork, during the vacation: Thee one e ſung and the 
other acted. 1 

On 3 May 10, 1776. Mr. 1 the 


enjoy independency) was to have his benefit. 
The play was The Rivals, Mrs. Montague, 
whoſe ſpirit it was impoſſible to tame, and 
one whom the terrors of the audience, or the 
frowns of the manager, When in her flights, 
neither could ſubdue, acted the part of Lydia 
Languiſh: By ſome accident” a little ſcene vas 
omitted, and as the quarrelling ſcene was going 
on between Sir Lucius and Acres, it Was im⸗ 
poſſible to recede; Mrs. Montague's ſpirit had 
caught fire,” and like Etna's flames, not all the 
Water ngines in York would have had any effect 
to have cooled her courage, for every effort to 
perſuade her to go on the ſtage and give the pro- 
per concluſion to the play, was only like oil 


thrown upon flames to make her burn the fiercer. L 
The audience called for me, and inſiſted on her In 
making an apology however ſhe took her chair, 8 
wiſhed audience, manager, players, and all at the pr 
devil. In conſequence the audience determined 

the 
whenever ſhe appeared again to ſhew their au- 0 


Woritr and power, after ſuch inſolent behaviour 


w A DU St Eon.» 


ru WANDERING PATNTEE. EE, * : 


Powell's benefit was to be on Tueſday, May „„ 
when Edward the Black Prince was revived, =the  _ 


* 7 5 5 
* _ . 
- £ £ v A 
: x + 
* ” 2 £ C 7 * . Ä Fe 
1 , - 7 0 p - * # 
1 3 ws 8 2 
: > Q | WE EE TIES - TR 2s \ 
A I RT or ere en” ec are Vai aa 
1 


ar- N 

to part of Ribemont by Mr. Younger, who offered 

the his ſervices as the Mancheſter manager for his if 
friend's benefit. If attraction had depended on ff 

the ze, my friend Younger 8.60 fair round belly, with 1 | 

to fat capon lined,” would have been a powerful * 

oft MY boadſtone; he was in truth very unwieldy, and 1 

zue, when the dying ſcene came on, and Mr. Younger; f n 

ang as the warrior Ribemont, expired, his promi- 

the nence, as he laid on his back, was not a little hill. | 

tz, but a mountain of fleſh, his head was quite loſt to 

ydia the view-of all the ſpectators, and he looked like 

RE the decapitated King in the 5th act of the Mourn- 

oing l ing Bride. The whimſical novelty of the fight, 

7785 tirew young and old ladies of quality and of 

1,780" quality, the grave as well as the gay, into 

| the ſuch convulſive and irrefiſtible peals of laughter, 

nos rung the walls of mirth, ſhaking all fides of 


the Theatre,—every attempt to finiſh. the play, 
proved abortive, and the curtain never en : 
with more applauſm. | fo 
| I muſt relate, however, that if our. tragedy 
ended like a comedy, it began with great ſolem- 
nity, for Amazonian Montague, I verily believe - 
would have withdrawn her ſervices for the fair 
Princeſs Mariana ſhe was to repreſent'in Edward 

the Black Prince, but Younger being a manager, 
© Mage: 2 W that if ſhe e 


pro- 
e oil 
ercer. 
n her 
chair, 
at the 
nined 
r au- 
viour 


. 
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Him and prevented his acting Ribenloat, ſhe 
would never ſtick knife in pudding of his (and he 
was a great epicure) nor draw a tragedy dagger on 
his boards, ſhould ſhe ever want an engagement, 
- otherwiſe with all her valor, I believe ſhe would 
not have taken the field to give the audience 
battle. | 

Mr. Earby, whoſe beben Was the. Saturday 
previous to this awful Tueſday, when the riot and 


rumpus wanted had e the following 
1 8 


| Your, May 10, e 
To THE PUBLIC. 
Mr. EARBY; PROMPTER at the TRHEATRE- 
c Rorar; is extremely ſorry that he has beer 
& (though quite unintentionally) in ſome meaſure 
cee the cauſe of the audience being offended on 
« Tueſday laſt 3 he hopes every perſon will think 
ec him incapable of wiſhing to have the minuteſl 
e article of that evening's entertainment omitted 
« It was his intereſt, as well as his duty, to con. 
e tribute every thing in his power to render the 
56 whole as pleaſing as poſſible to thoſe numerou 
. * friends who then ee a with * pre 416 
e ſence. 5 
OE begs . to o lay before the public the 
« following REAL ſtate of the affair: 
« In the hurry of buſineſs he undeſignedly g2vF .. 
orders too ſoon for changing the ſcenery an , 
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« wings, Which occaſioned the omiſſion a A hort | 
« ſcene, in which Mrs. Hireacocx, Mrs. Col. 
«1103, and Mr. Col Bx were intereſted, as well 
« 8 Mrs. MONTAGUE. He acknowledges 
« that Mrs. MONTAGUE mentioned the cir- 
cumſtance to him, but not till after the ſcenery 

10 was altered, and he Was then afraid it Was too 
late to recede, without making more confuſion 
« than the total omiſſion of the ſcene in queſtion 
« would occaſion. During the time Mr. DAR 
« and Mr. OwENSON. were on the ſtage, almoſt 
«every. perſon in the company were intreating 
her to take no notice of what had happened, 
and thereby avoid the eee circum- 
« ſtances that ſucceeded. 

« Whether Mrs. MONTAGUE choſe A proper | 
© method of reſenting the injury he inadvertently 
had done her; and whether her conduct on the 
«ſtage afterwards, was agreeable to that reſpect 
« which is due to an audience, the public are beſt 
able to judge. He, however, muſt defire per- 
© miſfion to obſerve, that if performers in general 
© were to notice, in the ſame manner, every 
* omiffion or miſtake, which any of them may 
commit, and which ſhould be rather hid than 
« expoſed to an audience, the theatre, from being 
« one of the moſt polite and rational amuſements, 
© would become: the ſeat of e, and confu- 5 
ad ion.“ 9 | 
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. | Miſs Falkner I will here mention; the fact was 
imply this :—She (Miſs Falkner) aſked Barry to 


i " 1 
” : * . 
l an 
: 7 


„„ TE wanDERING PATENTED, | 
When the play was to begin, there was a great 


e the curtain that had been drawn up, was 
obliged to be let down, . Montague * and “ Pardonꝰ 


1 was the univerſal ſhout. I led the princeſs on the 
ſtage, taking faſt hold of her trembling lily White 
hand, and her white handkerchief, diſplayed with 
_ dignity as a flag of truce; but with all the 


courteſies, weeping, and bowing, it was for ſome 


time a ſcene of confuſion: . Off, off !” cc Go on 
« Pardon, pardon,” &c. At length' filence was 


obtained, ſhe confeſſed her errors, ſued for a par- 


don, and obtained it, was well received in the 


play, and I do not believe ſhe contradicted me, 
or called me the devil for a month; and when ſhe 


was pleaſed, was willing to oblige, be cheerful | 
and happy in the extreme; oi rd} the Caſe 


with people of ſtrong paſſions: © | 
-A little fracas in the ſpring 175 15 e to 


play Haſtings for her, which he very cheerfully 
promiſed to do: His name was accordingly 
printed; he afterwards retracted that promiſe,— 


| what reaſon he aſſigned, or whether any, I can- 
not recollect: She continued his name in the bill 


to the very faſt; in ſpite of repeated forbiddances,— 
Mr. Rich, who did not love Barry, encouraged 
her: On the night of performance ſhe went on 
before the play, and read a proſe addreſs to the 


« He merits moſt, who ſtudies moſt to pleaſe.” 


he 
te Mr. Wood in the ſpring 17 776, Was returned 
th tom Mancheſter, to- continue once more as 4 


28 

1. brtunately gave the part of Rimenes to Mr. 
ae Nowenſon, who expected Artaxerxes, which I had 
e, allotted to Mr. Wood 3 Mr. Owenſon and I had 
e been on the moſt friendly terms till that ſuppoſed 


11 vhich are to this day in my poſſeſſion. 


_ WH Owenſon however cooled and left me well 
d prepared for the field of honour for two years 
n iter, when the piſtols being wanted in a hurry 
be or the Rage, I lent them for Mat o' the Mint in 
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audience; written, 1 believe, by Mr. Dounldfon; * 
recounting the ſtory, and recommending Lacy 8 
their protection, with theſe concluding words, 
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ſettled performer for the year. Mr. Owenſon 
had engaged for Dublin, and was to leave me in 
june, at the expiration of his article. Artaxerxes 
was revived for Mrs. Thomſon's benefit : I un- 


affront of mine occurred: He behaved ſo haughtily 

on the occaſion, and inſiſted on a challenge if I 
perliſted, that T really did expect ſomething ſeri- 

ous muſt happen, and the world have ſuſtained _ 
irreparable loſs. -I imparted my ſentiments on 
o chat important occaſion to my friendly confidant, - 

ly Charles Wood, who, to prevent any excuſe on 

y my part, if called to an honourable account, pro- 

— Wrided plenty of. powder and ball, and with ſuch. 

n- Winmunition he well-filled a pair of large PR . 
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the Beggar's Opera, and on ſeeing. OY on the 
Kage, felt a ſudden. palpitation for fear of acci- 
dent, as I inſtantly recollected the dangerous 
ſtate they were in as Pla- things, and never was 
more happy than when I got behind the ſcenes 
and ſecured the charge prepared, and 520 Gen 


inſtantly fired off. : 
So many accidents happen SI in hae i 


and village, as ſhould not only be a general cau- WM 
tion to mankind, but particularly on the ſtage, WM 


not only as to fire-arms, but more ſo as to ſwords. | 


Actors too frequently (againſt all caution, expe- 


rience, and obſervation) will let a real ſword, M 
hanger, or broad-ſword be truſted within their fr 
graſp, and when in the heat of action they either I w. 
forget the real danger, or are panic ſtruck, and II 
retreat where my an i with er. M: 


the 8 woo Mr. and Mrs. Me. joined i W. 
me: he as an actor, —the lady as a ſinger. She 


had a powerful voice, but not a temper that in Ml bor 
harmony delighted. Mr. Miellhad.a good under- bit 


ſtanding, education, and obſervation; was bred inc! 
to the law. He is now manager of the Wor- ere 
|  ceſter and Wolverhampton theatres, which he Prin 
conducts I am informed with credit to _ Lag 

f and ſatisfaction to his auditors. few 
whe 

| ones md: bis Waiting ab birds mi] 
ome nichts at Tork, warranted by his having * 
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11 ſeveral nights: the winter before at 
Covent-Garden Theatre. . 


Three weeks previous to Vork races t wie the 


town of Halifax for three weeks, which-paid my 
| erpences, but our theatre Was a dreadful place, 
being over the ſtables at the White Lion in that 


town. I expected whenever a regular theatre 


was built there, I ſhould have been favoured 
with the eras I was not fo ho- 
nouredd. e | e 8 


At che races at Yorks: m Aa . Mr. as 
Mrs. MaTTocks engaged for a few nights: Her 


The Muſical Lady.—Mr. and Mrs. Mattocks acted 
Macheath and Polly; — Amiens and Rofalind, — 
Jaques, Mr. Wilkinfon Lionel and Clariſſa 
Wilkinſon Colonel Oldboy, „ 


inclined then, and i in the autumn, that one of the 
erenings when Mrs. Mattocks was to perform a 


V. alume. J. * 


irſt appearance was on Saturday, Auguſt 17, 
when ſhe aQted Charlotte in The Hypocrite, and 


After the races Mr. and Mrs. NMattocks 5 
formed: three or four nights at Leeds. The inha- 
bitants of that town were ſo little theatrically _ 


principal character, the houſe being very diſmal, 
[ agreed with Mrs. Mattocks to diſmiſs the ver > 
few who had honoured us with their company, 

when. Mr. Mattocks came running and ſaid a diſ- 
miſſion muſt not be Net of, tuch a ruſh of 
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+ Tuſh actually conſiſted of two women in red 
cloaks, and a ſailor with a bottle and glaſs in his 


of his ladies. 
- 2776,. which was the firſt-night of performing in 


Macheath and Polly, Mr. and Mrs. Mattocks, 
With the Muſical Lady, that character by Mrs. 


and party, to ſtand up, bow, courteſy, &c 


19 88 dinner 1 the Black Bully to ſome ne, and the 


company had made way into the pit; which 


Hand, to cheer his ladies ſpirits, if our make-game 
(as ſuch perſons term 95 ſhould ae 1 nerves 


Mrs. Mattocks made me a e of her 
performance at Wakefield, on Saturday Sept.), 


the new. theatre of that pleaſant town and neigh- 
bourhood :—The play was The Beggar's Oper, 


Mattocks. The race-week followed, and the ney 
theatre was greatly attended; Mr. Earle of p 
Beningbrough, near York, was ſteward, and ona w 
viſit at Sir John Smyth's near Wakefield. The 21 


*Hypocrite and the Author was acted on Satuis- or 


day September 14: Every part of the evening“ 
entertainment went off with ſuch eclat as occi- 
ſioned that truly well-bred gentleman, his lady 


by way of approbation for their good enter of 
tainment. I was ſo puffed. up with conceit and the 
' vanity, that J looked on myſelf as firmly ſeated Mt 
in the opinion of box, pit, and gallery of my n neuf Co 
; theatre, —but after ſunſhine comes a ſtorm. It i 

On Sunday the 15th of September 1 gave 4} per 


2 1 en The W was 1584 8 and 
plentiful: "Succeſs to the Theatre, and the healths _ 
of the worthy inhabitants of Wakefield were 
drank in large libations, and nothing croſs hap- 
pened between the cup and the lip, though the 
cup and the lip frequently encountered each other; 
but each repetition was in a friendly, not a hoſtile 
manner. It grew towards night, yet all was 
well neither ſcandal nor bickerings, either with 
the manager, players, or individuals diſturbed our 
ſocial board, nor did any hoſtile invaſion interrupt 
our mutual felicity; and J felt as grand, and 
breathed as high as the flattered Alexander the 
Great at his banquet (which by the bye was the 
play appointed for the Monday night following) 

when lo! in all our calm, an unexpected ſtorm 
aroſe, which had nearly ſet my famed Perſepolis 
on fire; the particulars of which unfortunate: 
circumſtance. were preciſely as follow 
But I will beg permiſſion firſt to obſerve, that in 
London, when Mrs. Bellamy was inſülted pur- 
poſely bythe Counteſsof Coventry, in the character 
of Juliet. The audience unanimouſly ſupported 
their own conſequence and reſpect, nor ſuffered 
Mrs. Bellamy to proceed until the Counteſs of 
Coventry and her party quitted the ſtage-box. 
It is very different indeed in the country, as there 
performers are looked on as entirely ſubſervient 
and . The moſt trifling offence to one 
* 2 : 
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=: 4786 3 . by the Whole, and the 
1 performer has very little chance for relief, unleſ; Ml t 

he proclaims his humility. and ſorrow. for offences 

paſt. For if any. trades- people were ſeriouſly to 

interfere in the cauſe. of the. weak againſt - the 


ſtrong, they would be marked as objects of i imper- a 
tttinence and .indignation, and be diſcarded by f 
What is called the quality, in their. reſpective call. ” 
- ings, and no more tea, ſugar, or filks ſent. for or - 
3 1 from their reſpective ſhops. , 
4 I have known an inſtance of being engaged out Al 
— to dinner when a diſturbance had aroſe at the Hull - 
Theatre, relative to a miſtake about ſeats in the N 
boxes, with the perſon whoſe benefit it was for, 0 
Mr. Brown's) and I-was not likely to know how Ml © 
be 

the performer's places were let it was and is cer- 
tainly the box-keeper's buſineſs, and I hope ever 1 


will remain ſo, as I ſhould be very unfit for it 
However I was informed I had been hotly called, 
and a lady faid. the next day, that Wilkinſon 

- ought to aſk pardon. for not coming on the ſtage 
when called upon. The lady”: s name was Sher- 
man, and who once I believe was a drefler at 
Drury-Lane 15 heatre. Nay, I have known it 
aſked, if a riot in the gallery, or a performer had 
promiſed on their benefit, why I did not ſettle it, 
 - as if I'was ; anſwerable for what the actor promiſes 


from himfelf ; in his eee it 18 


THE waxvtrING PATENTERY 232 


E actor's buſineſs entirely on ſuch points, and* - 


he alone is the reſponſible perfon. 

At Wakefield, about 18 years ago, I 123 en- 
couragement to have a new Theatre built there, 
at a great expence, with an aſſurance of every 
ſupport. It opened at the uſual ſeaſon, and was 


well ſupported and attended till the laſt week of. 


playing. On a Sunday night, September . 
1776, as I have lately mentioned, a gentleman in 


liquor happened to be in the bar of the Bull 8 
which was the time of my public dinner, when 


Mr. Murray (a gentleman of family, and an excel- - 


| lent actor, now at Bath,) happened to be there; 
and I ſuppoſe from ſome wrong, or ſlight offence - | 
before given—as F would hope that no gentleman, 


unprovoked, could behave in ſo unbecoming a 
manner, the gentleman ordered the waiter to 


turn the player out of the bar; this produced a 


quarrel; and I dare ſay both were wrong, and 
warm with the j Juice of the grape when they pro- 
ceeded to blow. The Monday night after the 


play, ſome gentlemen acquainted with the aggreſſor, > . 


not only came themſelves, but ſent for ſome . 


gentlemen 30 miles diſtant, to baniſh. the mana- - 


ger, and ſhut up the theatre, for an offence that 
had been committed at the tavern.—Good God! 
what's it a player had not better be, if ſuch acts of. 
power were often put in practice! Had Mr. 


Murray giyen any offence. 1 in his profeſſion-0 on N 


23 


8 by 
2 ' ol 
x 4 
% 
” k * 
"4 
5 
= Y 
1 1 
© . 
* * 
BS, 'C 
2 F; 
7 8 y 
: * oy 
_ £5 
4 - 
i442 
«a 
0 E A 4 
£ WE) 
* 9 15 45 
. : N 
1 
-*F2 . 
2 - 
* ? 8 - 
S I 
be * 
8 
5 
{= 
F, * 
1 * 
1 9 
2 * 
2 7 ; 
4 \ 
2 BE 
f Un _ 
X * * 
© Ke — A 
1 i 1X 
l \ = 
2 · ' 
x . = 
- 6 % y 
1 0 bt Ly 
1 
1 25 
* * 
2 s 
3 X 
12 3 
SE 1 
7 4 * 
7: Ke 
I . 
* oh 
. 
1 £ 
1: KEY 
5 "oy 
= = 
1 
3 BI 
+ BY 
EY 
2 3 
3H 
Fi 
BE || 
4+ WW 
» 4 * 
E VL 
5 ++ 4 
30 * 
1 95 ir 
B. I 
3 \ 
* 
= 4 
4K 
” & LAG 
"AY "80 
2 
3 * 
* 
1 * 


F 
7 
© 
1 
« bad = 
on 
bl 
* 
T 
L 


1 
bl 
ov 
. 
" 
* 
1 
LET 
[x 
: 
oy 
oY 
1 
"I 
95 
9 
9 
t 
2 * 
8 * * 
44 
1 
Bo As 
i . + 
$, . 
2 9 
* br 
7 b 
2 
2 
F 


n 2 


Res ——— m 
Jp ns 3 drr *. 


——— 


Penh ag 
CR 


fr . 

_ | 
FAY 
1 | 
*Y 
| | 


ſtage, that certainly was the place to decide, and 
to acquit or condemn. Bat if quarrels in taverns, 


or in private, are to be brought againſt the player 
at the theatre, (allowing the player ever ſo culp- 


able) it undoubtedly is an overbearing act, void of 
ſenſe, reaſon, and every conſiderate good quality. 
I,. was called on for Mr. Murray to inſtantly come 

on the ſtage, and afk public pardon for having 


affronted a gentleman, Mr. Murray would not 


, come when he was called; for he looked upon 
Himſelf, he ſaid, as the inj jured perſon and as 


to aſking pardon he certainly never would do ſo, 
and thereby degrade himſelf. I was then called 


upon to diſmiſs Mr. Murray immediately :—That 
I declared (and with truth) was not in my power, 
as Mr. Murray was under article to me, with a 
ſevere penalty attending the breach of that arti- 


cle; but that unleſs the gentlemen: could ſettle 


the buſineſs to their ſatisfaction, Mr. Murray 

| ſhould not appear on the ſtage at Wakefield again. 
I ze riot laſted from nine o'clock to near one, as 
_ - thoſe gentlemen would not ſuffer the farce to go 


on :—Nor did it end here, as I thought it would 
have done, for Mr. Juſtice Zouch, one of the 


moſt ſenfible, learned, and truly reſpectable gen- 


tlemen in the kingdom, and to whom I own my- 


ſelf greatly indebted for the very polite and kind 
. attention which he at that time conferred, and for 


which 1 here defire to make 55 grateful woe 
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ſending. for my Patenteeſhip, and Mr. Murray, 
before a numerous ſet of gentlemen to the White 
Hart, where every method was uſed to win or 
compel Murray to aſk pardon, which he had the 
ſpirit ' to refuſe... The houſe of correction was 
then genteelly mentioned for me as well as the 
refl, as infringing on the Act of Parliament. 
juſtice Zouch obſerved, that as Patentee of York, . 
1 certainty could not be committed as a vagrant, 
having a ſettled habitation 3 and he hoped Mr. 
Murray would think better. of it. But will it not 
appear more ſtrange to add, that the evil did not 


ceaſe there; for the plays were almoſt neglected . 


the remaining nights of the ſeaſon ; and ſeveral 
leading gentlemen did not come to Wakefield the 
year following, nor was there any gentlemen who * 
would then act as ſtewards: And to make bad 
worſe, there were not any aſſemblies or place of 
reſort for that faſhionable and elegant neigh- 
bourhood : So I loſt the ſteward's play, the 
ladies“ play of the aſſembly, beſides the other 
nights were to a certainty hurt; and I ſuffered - 
that loſs and injury becauſe there had been a 
diſpute between a gentleman of Wakefield and 
a gentleman of the ſtage. 
In loſing Mr. Murray by this matter, the public 2 
loſt an actor of great merit and value; and 
this certainly was a deprivation of entertainment 
1 4 


nts; that gentleman 60k; the trouble of phe 
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to the public. It is. generally n by gen- 
tlemen who inflict and pronounce baniſhment on 
the deſerted player, that begging is to be the 


conſequence; but Providence is not ſo neglect- 


ful of his meaneſt children, —he “ caters for the 


ſparrow, and doth. the raven feed: And if the 


Actor has merit, whenever he feels himſelf Ul. 
treated he will find a world elſewhere. _ 

Country Managers are liable to cenſures, which: 
the Londen Managers are not entirely exempt. 
from, for they too often incur mortifications. And 
in this general review of Theatres, I truſt no 
| liberal mind can be offended ; for if even a glance 
of truth is not permi ble, particular ſituations, 
could not be explained z. for 1 no man but fears 
ſomebody, or ought ſo to do. = 

It is hard to be condemned as Manager, For. 
preſenting the public with a piece at a time when 
it is in vogue in London; yet at York and Hull 
I have been tod often the topic of abuſe for giving 
' ſuch pieces: The Follies of a day” was one 
*The Spaniſh Barber” another, Notwithſtanding 
they were got up with every preparation, they 
did not ſuit the humours of the audience, there- 
fore I. was blamed, which certainly tho' the 
fate of place, yet is very irkſome, and occaſions, 
inconceivable uneaſineſs, beſides the expence and 


diſappointment. For the reaſon given for diſplea- 
ſure is of all the moſt irritating, which is, © that. 


e 4 oO » ap} 
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Mr. Manager muſt intend to affront when he 
dares: offer, ſuch a comedy or tragedy for public 


| repreſentation.” Mere the Manager the author, 
then indeed ſuch allegations would be juſt; but 
merely as conductor it is widely different; for my. 


bad judgment may greatly .reliſh- one p play that 


the audience may utterly, with propriety, difap= - ” 
prove; and if a piece has a run in London, it is 


a common expreſſion to ſay, Mr. Wilkinſon, 188 


„hat are you about—you. have bad buſineſs — 
« why don't you act pieces that are playing in- 
* London; they would fill your houſes ; * Ido not 
mean to inſinuate by this, that every audience 
ſhould not judge for themſelves, or admires be- 


cauſe it is faſhionable in:London—quite the con- 


trary : For in many-inſtances I applaud. the judg- 
ments of thoſe who decide for themſelves, and 
who do not let the name of London deprive them 
of their ſenſes- But the Manager is, in ſuch a 


point, certainly out of the queſtion, and ſhould- 


be held blameleſs. For ſurely, if I go to the ex- 
pence that other Managers do, to get up a new 


piece, ſo far I am not only excuſable but praiſe= 
worthy. As to myſelf I am content with diſap- 
_ probation, but am hurt with anger; yet I look 


on it not as error, but as my indiſpenſable: duty to- 
produce whatever has a run, and is n 
by repeated approbation. The Word to the. 
Wiſe”. was. nn in London; but it was at 
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Hull and York: well angoiriidy; Sh at Bath, | 
where it baſked in ſunſhine, while that inſipid 
faſhion for dull ſentimental comedy continued; 

but it is now, for the relief of audiences and actors, 

_ exploded. I recollect a benefit of mine, at York, 
ſome years ſince, was honoured with a crowded. 
audience, (as I for many years have been) and feel 
that compliment with every ſenſe of gratitude and 
acknowledgment, whether at York, Hull, or any 
other Theatre where F have been ſo highly £4] 
voured with a brilliant audience. 
ble and expence procured the Sequel to the Poor 
Soldier, called Patrick in Pruſſia.” The recep- 
tion in the Metropolis not only warranted my 
givin g this farce for my night - but as Mr. OReeſe 
was the author, I adorned it with new ſcenery 
and dreſſes; and truly from its London credit 
and conſiderable run, I had expectations of its fu-. 
ture ſervices to repay me. 
was not willing he ſhould. preſerve. that fame in 
the North which he had in the South; for the next 
day after the repreſentation, a gentleman of 
Tork, a conſtant friend to the Theatre, and to 
whom I have often been obliged, and who has 
held the higheſt office in York, met me in the 
ſtreet, and aſked me how long 1 intended to try 
the patience of the Vork audience by inſult, 
without being called e to account for offer- 
to an audience of lach con- 


Lat ſome trou- 


Poor Patrick's fate 


; ing c enki in a Camp 


g 


{ 


* 
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ſequence ap 3 urged. how repeatedly i it was well re- 
ceived in London. He tartly replied London 
ſuffering ſuch ſtuff was no reaſon ; for certainly 
I muſt have read the farce, and if ſo, I ſhould 
have known it was unfit for repreſentation, either 
to be ſeen or heard. Yet I can afſure the reader 
every juſtice was done to the piece, - and to my 
great ſurpriſe, when I faw that farce the February 
following, 1787, when it was commanded by his 
Majeſty, after Mrs. Inchbald's new. comedy of 
« Such Things Are,” I was ſurprifed, delighted, 
and aſtoniſhed at the perpetual applauſe and peals 
of laughter and approbation with which it was 
received, and ſaid to myſelf I ſhould never ALE 
expected to have been forgiven if I had not 
offered that farce to any of my audiences after 
ſeeing its great reception before the eye of 
Majeſty. Not that I mean or wiſh to be under- 
ſtood, that ht was worthy praiſe which the 
York audience diſapproved, or that the general 
opinion in .London was wrong or right. Indeed 
Poor Patrick met the like diſapprobation at Hull; 
and I declared if Patrick ſhould . riſe from the dead, 
it would be ſtrange and unexpected, but not at 
any expence of mine; but time keeps a uctu- 
ating ſhow-glaſs, and is ever ſhifting to the view. 
It certainly is a hard lot attendant upon Mana- 
gers: And, 9 mae, that hereby _ 4 Bea. 
'rical tale. £23 I 
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In loſing Mr. Murray in conſequence of the 
riot, I loſt an excellent actor: And it certainly 


Was carrying the matter too far to attempt fuch 


- a degradation to a perſon born a gentleman, and 
of ſuch credit to his profeſſion. Lady Armytage 
Tent her dompliments for me, to drink tea at Sir 
John Smyth's, that week of confuſion—She 
ſeemed truly affected at the unlucky circumſtance, 


particularly as the matter originated from a 


cauſe wherein the Theatre had not any concern. 


Her Ladyſhip beſpoke a play, on the Friday, 


Sept. 20, 1776, which occaſioned a genteel and 
quiet audience. Indeed the inhabitants one and 
all were violent in their wiſhes for the Theatre, 
and in their attachment to Mr. Murray; and 
had it not been for that body ſhewing a determi- 
nation to preſerve the playhouſe and actors from 


injury, I do not TOs it would have ended ſo: 


well as it did. a — 
But here is a . 8 we e never in"; . 


cure of happineſs from appearances; for on the 
Saturday I opened my Theatre with every appear- 
ance of ſucceſs and enviable patronage: On the 
Monday, without any cauſe on my part, my popu- 


larity was gone, and thoſe whom I had looked up 


to as my ſupporters, became my inveterate foes. 
for that time, and all my fair expectations of a 
- golden harveſt were blaſted. I do not mean that 
any one of thoſe e continued laſting 


V4 ; 
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enemies; or even at that fade meant to 0 me 


material injury, but pride, power, and ſudden 155 


anger made them violent at that juncture, which 
threw as much indignity on me and my com- 


pany, and dwelt on our minds as ſtrong, as Alon- 
z0's blow did on the ſoul of Zanga. However it 


was two years before the races and company re- 


turned to the former channel of peace and plenty. 


I cloſed Wakefield Theatre on Saturday, Sep- 


tember 21, in quiet, and opened the new Theatre 


at Doncaſter, on Monday, September 23, 1 ö 
and a very pretty elegant Theatre it then was 
and now is: Of courſe the novelty of. the Thea- 


tre, and the numerous. attendance at the races, 


made it 2. faſhionable. place of reſort. But the- 


aſſembly-rooms keep the ladies entirely : away, the- 


three race nights, which are Tueſday, Wedneſ- 
day, and Thurſday ; on Friday the town is thin- 
ned, though the-Stewards play is.on that night, 5 
and on Saturday every body is quite tired out. 
Now at Wakefield the races are Monday, | 
Tueſday, and Wedneſday ; Thurſday the town 
is full, Friday is the Steward's play, and the 
Saturday is under the ſanction of the Queen of 
the Aſſembly; by which excellent mode (to my 
thinking, the Theatre is under the immediate 
lupport of the public every night in the week. 


* The Doncaſter Theatre was built under the di ection of 
the friendly. mes Rickard, 


\ 
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At Doncaſter. the boxes are well. filled 


5 race nights, by the great number of gentlemen 
of faſhion, who attend that meeting; and for 
nobility, and genteel families, it is at preſent the 


firſt attended place of ſport in the county of Vork. 


Vork uſed to boaſt ſuperiority. to. any in the 
kingdom, but now is more dependaht upon gen- 

tlemen, which in the end makes the Theatre 
fully as beneficial, as if more families came; for 


the rooms (which uſed to boaſt of 5 or 600 an- 


nual ſubſcribers) now cannot open with ſucceſs 
for more than two nights; in confequence, I am 
honoured with general ſupport; to deſerve which, 
I never ſpare for any expence to purchaſe no- 
velty and merit for the entertainment of my 
valuable and much eſteemed gueſts. 
About the ſeaſon at Doncaſter, 1776, Mr. 
Suett was making rapid ſtrides as to improve- 
ment, and gaining public favour. Mr. Robert- 


ſon, the Yorkſhire Edwin, began to feel the 


effects of age, and talked of retiring, which af- - 
forded Suett an ample field, as the veteran then 
gave up many characters to ſerve ad forward 4 
that young actor. 
Mr. Cummins was Ao cs that Gaſon : 
He made his firſt appearance, under my. manage- 8 
ment, on Thurſday, October 10, 1776, in the 

character of Horatio, in the Fair Penitent. Mr. 
Cummins has an excellent and powerſel voice, 


PR 
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an ee Handſome, manly. countenance, 


with a good perſon, retentive memory, and 


great ſtage merit. He has done me much ho- 


nour and credit, by a friendly behaviour, ever 


attached to the intereſt of me and mine; ſtrict in 


his payments, a good huſband, father, and friend, 
and is held in great eſteem by every one, I may 
add of every degree. This is a boaſt much for 


the credit of the e and alſo a . ere 


truths. 

Man and wiſe. being one fleſh, 1 PO nat- be 
laviſh or fulſome on account of Mrs. Cummins; 25 
but for fear thoſe who do not know her, may 
think ſhe is not intitled to praiſe, I can aver ſhe 
has merit as an actreſs, is of good perſon, a pru- 


dent ſenſible woman, and what is better, a good 


wife and a, good mother. Mr. Cummins's per- 
formance of Lord Davenant is excellent; his 
pronouncing * I hope ſo too,” is truly meritori- 
ous, and would not diſgrace t the firſt actor on 


any ſtage. 


Mr. Warren. was. engaged that year, in the 
Hull ſeaſon, as a ſinger and actor: He made his 
lirſt e at t Hull, in Macheath, Tburſdaze 


ns 4 


Mr. 8 4 80 Ns ow on 5 e Oct. 
21, 1776, in Alexander; and has from that time 


ſtood in the firſt eſtimation as. an ARISE, and 4 


gentleman. . 1 


. 
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14 Wheeler only continued the Hull and 
Tork ſeaſons. He went to Portſmouth, where 
he was for ſome ſeaſons Manager of that Thea- 


tre; firſt I believe as deputy to Mr. Mattocks, 
"_ for himſelf : It was during the American. | 


war; and Iam informed he obtained a ſufficiency 
to retire and live comfortably: ny 
Miſs 3 4 of Mr, Bange late TY 
Drury-Lane Theatre, (now departed this life for: 
a better) was engaged. She had ſome promiſe, 
played Sylvia in Cymon; with a degree of ap- 
probation, a year or two after the left me. But 
- whether from want of application, the Want of 
encouragement from the manager, or from the 
public, or from her own neglect, the ſunk into 


_ obſcurity, from which the never returned, nor 
do I know whether ſhe ever became miſtreſs,. 


wife, widow, or old- i nor- whether the is 
living or dead. PE ny . 

Mrs. — at Hull, 5 Was 3 into. 
high favour, the which did not leſſen her indig- 
nation riſing againſt Mrs. Hudſon; nor did the 


ſpleen of the latter decreaſe againſt her rival op- 


ponent. Mrs. Hudſon's benefit was appointed 
the laſt night in the ſeaſon at Hull, Friday, Jan. 
3,1777 The play was Mr. Hull's tragedy of 
ed the II. Roſamond, Mrs. Hudſon; ; the 
Veen, Dame Montague. This + was fo. * 


— 


ru WAN D 


rand; to that I 
and would not ſtudy the part: When the play _ 


vas to begin, an apology was made that “ IIl- 
i neſs had prevented Mrs. Montague from ſtudy- 
ing the part of Queen Elenor, and ſhe begged 


«to read it.” Hudfon's friends were inſtantly 


ſuſion, on went the Queen Elenor in a rage, — 


own benefit, &c. had prevented her. They, 
with one voice, unanimouſly told her, if ſhe did 
not do the part, as was her duty, and of which 
” WW the had had timely notice, ſhe muſt depart that 
inſtant ; for rather than ſubmit to ſuch intentional 
inſult and-effrontery, they would defire the cool- 


gedy, and having obtained a minute's truce aid 
aloud,—* So I may not be permitzed : to read the 
Queen?“ « No, no, no !— PACWel . 
then, ſays ſhe, ec curſe you all! P-She PER threw 
the book into the pit, and made her exit amidſt | 
ſhouts of diſs grace, but not entirely without laugh=. 
ter, from ſuch as ſmiled at the tumult, and en- 
joyed the ſtorm; for ſuch a ſtrange whimſical 
accident perhaps 1 never n before or ſince 
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dy's clad, that ſhe ſulked, 


inflamed, indeed the whole audience ſaid, Mrs. 
Montague muſt appear and account for her con- 
duct;ꝰ at haſt, after a continued uproar and con- : 


5 t Mot afraid ! She ſaid ſhe would read it, 
ſhe could not play the part ;—illneſs, ſtudy for her 


wench from the firſt- ale-houſe to read W 
which, ſhe placed herſelf in an attitude of tra- 
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in theatrical annals, either in Great Britain or Ire- 
land, and moſt ys not in 1 TOY rs what- - 


ever. 
Though the ſaaſan mite hs 2 del 


. yet it concluded the year ſo much to the 


ſatisfaction of my fellow proprietors, that I was 


in greater favour with thoſe gentlemen the Janu- 
ary 17%, than the January 1776. Pleaſed with 
their intereſt, pleaſed with their purchaſe, and all 


the agreeable et cæteras; but all that golden viſion, 


like moſt others, v Was merely fo, Þ it was. all the ſha- 
dow of a ſhade. 
Vaoork winter ſeaſon, 1777. x 3 a letter 
from Mr. Digges, (as inſerted in my Memoirs) re- 


queſting me to perform a few nights for him, as 


he was then in diſtreſſed circumſtances, wanted 
c aſſiſtance, and depended on me. In order that 
IL might not be mifſed at York, and depending on 
novelty being much better, I engaged Mr. Ross, | 
who was not only an actor of real merit, and a 


gentleman in behaviour, but had the ſtamp of 


a London audience to inſure his reception: How- - 
ever it ſo happened that the audience were not 
pleaſed, or would not be pleaſed, — which. amounts 
fo. much the ſame thing in regard to public ca- 
price; the Vork Theatre was deſerted, he could 
not pleaſe in any characters, ſo as to attract, and 
acted his highly approved King Lear for his 
benefit, to a receipt .of 281. His firſt Sight at 
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— Tork, Was Eſſex, on Saturdays eben 22 

17%; then Lord Townly, n ts Oak- 
ey, and Horatio. 

| W While Mr. Roſs was at York; I was phi 

> WH the following characters at Edinburgh :—Firſt 

S WM night, Monday the 10th of February, Zang. 

. afterwards Colonel Oldboy, Lord Ogleby,— 


5 Bayes, (in which character I always drew an au- 


dience at that city)—Ironfides, with Major Stur- 
ly gzcon,——Don Manuel with the Lyar,—King Rich- 


- WW ard—The Nabob, with Razor (the Barber), 


and the Commiſlary. Saturday, March 1, my be- 


r nefit my Duenna, in which I acted Don Jerome, 
- WH after which gave Tea, and ated Cadwallader to ar 
brilliant and crowded audience,—ſeven rows of 

d WF the pit being filled by ladies of the firſt diſtinction. 

at Be it obſerved, that at edinburgh pit and e 
n are the ſame price. 

8, Monday, March 3, I . my ek 

a as well as profitable trip, with repeating the ſame- 

of opera of the Duenna, and Mr. Foote's characters 
W- in his Devil upon two Sticks. I returned from 


ot Edinburgh againſt our York alles, which week: 


ts was remarkably well attended. 
ca- Mr. Roſs acted Sir Charles 0 on "i Tueſ- 


ald day. Unluckily for me and Mr. Roſs, he had 
nd not come to the appointed night he was advertiſed: 


his for at York;—the gout and lazineſs (for which he 


CY 


\ re 
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was e had kept him back, and hen lee | 
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thought to ſecure increaſed curiosity and a with to 2 
fee him, he loſt all hold; for on his appearing | t 


| gouty, and being grown purſy in perſon, the audi- 
ence ſhrunk from him, and being in an ill humour 4 
_- with me for going to Edinburgh, they would nc: h 
_ approve the diſh I had ordered before them; and 0 
Mr. Roſs at that time had not the faſhion of 


PD. 
London in his fayour ſulficient to command ap- 8 
probation. „ 8 tr fi 
I look upon all te ein: of en e and m 
incidents like old tales that pleaſe the teller in the 
recital. I do not repeat theſe occurrences or  Þ ar 
any of my diſappointments as grievances, but }:; 
when over, reflect on them as matter for obſer- ſh 
vation; for what we often think misfortunes en 


which lead to ruin, tend often to the contrary 8a 
effect; and what we deem good, turn out un-. 
expectedly the reverſe. I have nerds: be-- WM C: 
lieved that, all things confidered, my broken leg ſer 
was not an unfortunate circumſtance; and if after co 
all my ilineſs, pain, anxiety, and fixed lameneſs, 1 ' WM che 
can be thus truly reconciled, I think no one will ap. 
envy my content, but allow me to be heartily wel- WW {ta 
come to ſuch. Pans as a ſecond Pan- vin 
| e 535 Ro 
Signior Nanga was DP "OY a "Hos nights 1 
act York; alſo Ferzi and others, with Richer from tre 
Sadlers Wells; they and family were much e 
. Ferzi had a great a on Oh Friday 
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An a Allcorecks though the appointed. night e 
always at the concert ay 4 whom: world to bn 1 
3 theres os me wy 
— At that time Mrs. Hull 4 young lads FRY, 
r the name of Hormes, to make a trial of 
tt her ſtage talents. She was about 18, and I fixed 
d. on Miſs Aubrey with the epilogue, which ſhe 
FR performed on Thurſday, March 13, 1%, with 
great neatneſs and much promiſe, which the has 

WH fince proved; and it is her own fault the is not 
d Wl much better. 5 


c W [I haye not paſſed over many lines ſince I gave , 
r - WM an account of Mrs. Montague s riot at Hull, and 

it have now another to mention: But in that affair 

> ſhe was by no means to blame. Roſignol was 


es engaged by her to perform for her benefit on 
y Wl Saturday, March 22, 1777 : The play was Sir 
n- Thomas Overbury“ the farce, © The Male 
e- Coquet,“ in which ſhe acted Sophia. Roſignol 
| ſent word to the Theatre that he was ver y ill, and 
could not ſtir out; ſuch information was given to 
the audience, but they would not admit of the 
apology; they hiſſed Mrs. Montague off the 
ſtage, accuſed her of trick, would not hear any 
vindication from her, but. violently inſiſted on 
Rofignol. I myſelf went to his lodgings, told him 
the confuſion that was going forward at the 'Thea- 
1 and by entreaty prevailed on him to follow | 

_ Whilt I was Sane in fearch of the warbler, — 
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1 was a . 4 Shae due called 
for. On Roſignol's going on, all was 4 Huſh 


every breeze,” and when he attempted to give the 


8 notes of the wild lark, &e. it was ſo evident that 
the man was really ill and incapable, pity ſubdued 


anger, and he was diſmiſſed with univerſal con- 


ſent. The farce then proceeded, but Madam 


Montague was ſo piqued at the very ignominious 


manner, ſhe had been treated, - that ſhe withdrew 
her ſervices from - the 'Theatre, vowing never to 
return to that ſtage again. ow 


| The reader will certainly think as ence 
were harſh to the lady; but the true reaſon was, 


as ſhe was known to be often in broils and often 


ill, they doubted her veracity; and my not ap- 
pearing when called for, naturally popped me into 
the ſame diſgrace with Montague: For the audi- 
ence are too apt to be ready to diſapprove the 
Manager (Mr. - Garrick has not eſcaped) for 
the public are led to imagine a Manager does not 
do his duty and wiſh to pleaſe; and the Mana- 


ger, from being often galled, is alſo too apt to 


wince, and think the public are never to be ſatis- 


fied— 


; 66 ; Vain his attempt who armee to peas them al BD 


The Eaſter Tueſday Follies ing Mrs. . 


1 gue 8 Veſurian Eruption Was, not. e on "WF 


. "x * 
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benefits thavels my Duenna, which had FI 
me afew weeks before at Edinburgh and at York, 


in 1776, alſo for the yearly round, Was again 
appointed for my night at York, 177), ſo on 
April 1, when I made my appearance, I received, 
by way of welcome, ſeveral marks of diſapproba- 
tion: I could not account for it, but had it e- 
plained, that it was for my not appearing when 
called on When the diſturbance happened at Mrs. 
Montague's benefit. Theſe things are ſtrange, 
but too often an opportunity for venting ſpleen is 
ſo very agreeable to our own natures, that we 
ſnatch at it, and think power too delicious a 
morſel, to loſe a moment in inquiring after 
the fact; for then fun and authority would be 8 
loſt, and that wwe are all too fond of <T impertt- 
nently ſay we, from a full conviction I never had, 
have, or ſhall have fewer errors than my -neigh- 
bours, ſuperiors, or my inferiors, bus too much 
of the contrary, and am ſorry for it. 
In April 1777, I prepared Mr. Maſon? 8 Caritia 
' cus, for Mr. Suett's benefit : The muſic of Covent- 
Garden was not publiſhed, and Suett, with the 
aſſiſtance of the ingenious Mr. Shaw, (now leader 
at Drury-Lane Theatre) introduced it with. ſuch 5 
adegree of d ecorum, that the author I am told . 
{for T have not the honour of knowing Mr. Ma- 
ſon) was not only ſatisfied, but ſurpriſed at the 
W Mr. Maſon K 1 N from 
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very efedible authority, approved of the repre- 
ſentation. As to my own comprehenſion of the 
Ode, as Death, I will not anſwer, but I can ſay 


on my performance of the Ode, from the great 
gifted enthuſiaſm I conceitedly fancied that I 
poſſeſſed, I pleaſed myſelf; which on, reflection, 
is far from having been always the caſe; and ſo 


far Tam death's debtor for a prolongation of time, 


as is here verified in fad, in ſpite of ſtage ex- 
pirings, and my death een announced i in the 
newſpapers. xt on 

The nights of 8 Mr. 8 jun. 
fayoured me with the aſſiſtance of his harpſi- 
chord. He is a young gentleman of great 


5 ability, as a profeſſor of muſic, and earneſt in 


a ſtudy to behave well to every body. To ſay ſuch 


i good conduct and true merit will, or has ſecured 


the good opinion of all, would be perhaps ſaying 


too much; but in a general ſenſe he abounds with 
5 friends: The muſical gentlemen of the firſt con- 
ſequence hold his talents in great eſteem, and 


moſt people of worth are pleaſed to ſee ſo eſtima- 


dle a young man, acting with every ſucceſs and 
encouragement, the which he is ſo truly deſerv- 


ing of from his uncommon diligence, Propriety, 
and attention. 


After Caractacus, Mils a wade 
ker appearance at York, in Jane Shore, Saturday, 


April 46: but very eee 4 oo 


being rejected at Drury 
to the credit of Mr. Gartick's sjudgment,) yet that 
truly intri 
ſoul and ſpirit, prevented even London prejudice, 
to hurt her in the opinion of country audiences: 


* theatrical fa a K rs leder, ous whence 


intelligence moves quick to York. For thotgh 
ſhe had not obtained the London public yoice, 


y-Lane,. (not very much 


ic merit, that unquenchable flame of 


And London - critics ſhould conſider that in large 


towns arid cities, or places of public refort, 
men of learning, ſcience, and diſcernment, muſt 


not only reſide, but have perpetually the affiſt= 
| ange people of the great lead, who TanQion in 


London, —as at Bath and Tork, „during the 


public races and a izes, where the firft people of 
the law, wa 5 ever Fs e us goa; | 
companys 

No- this f 64 firs | Siddons Tak Ag time Miſs 


Glaſſington was to play on trial for an engage : 


ment at York) had engaged for the vacation from 
Eaſter to the races at Whitſuntide: Mr. Siddons 
was 5 alſo retained for the faid intermediate weeks. 
Siddons's' firſt appearance on the York 
* was on Tuc eſday, April 15, 1997, in the 
Greeian Daughte er. I had the, honour of being 
her old father, as: Evander. Her ſtate of health 
12 to me "fo injured, (though 'T perceived 
every ” requiſite) that 1 9 trembled 
M 
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3 her FIDE arent yea! neſs, fearing the l 
never be able to ſuſtain that fatiguing character 
with proper energy and ſpirit; and F muſt add, 
that the friends of Mrs. Hudſon and others 
Wh wiſhed her not to ſucceed, — merely e. 
5 had nat” bore. the bell in London. Or 

critic, Mr. Swan, Was one who doch hes — 
but ſhe had no ſooner performed e Ma 
all bowed to her ſhrine; and. Mr. e Was Ls | 
foremoſt then in laviſh praiſe: He indeed was 
5 ever guided by Faſhion, and conſequence. She 
alſo acted Indiana, the Iriſh Widow, Arpaſia, and 
5 Horatia in the Roman Father and likewiſe 
| Semiramis for her own benefit on is, 
May 17, when the York ſeaſon. finiſhed. - 


* 
heh * 


ES 
* 


I never remember ſo great a Sonar a8 2 
1 Yotk actreſs, as Mrs. Siddons was in that ſhort 
period: Every one lifted their eyes with aſto- 
niſhment, that ſuch a face, judgment, c. could 


| have been neglected by the London audience, 


and by the firſt actor i in the e ee 


. her 8 1 | recolledt 1 Jes: fall: an 1 rr 


= after the dying ſcene: was noticed, as moſt ele- 


. gant; nor indeed do I recog 


gniſe ſuch a mode of 
i diſpoſing the body in ſo pictureſque and ſtriking 
a manner as Mrs. Siddons does on ſuch proſtrate 

oceaßons. 7 Great e were ente ine at 


5 
* 
Bs 
1. 10 4 
y 


ledge. My beſt hopes of her return were founded — 
on the finery I had promiſed What lady Hkes K 55 5 


1am the tippy: For be it known to all men, that for 7 >» 
Lady Alton, Tdecked Mrs. Siddons i in a moſt ele- „ 


was. really elegantly adorned with filver trim- ä 


fon, an ſelf, an 


os ws 0 rie rarurkr. bs FE EI ; 


m_ ar" her coming again as A tefident airs; 5 if 3 i 
but her ſtars had ordained better for her ;—the. _ -.. _- 


had only lowered a little, but was ſoon raifed to pe ON l 


the topmoſt height, as we all ſee and acknow= 


« - 
4 PR + otcd 


not ? Mr. Younger” s wardrobe was not very good : 1 Lo 
or various, and by no means equal to „„ 
York; atid indeed in that point'T {ſtill vaunt that 


gant full ſack; with a large hoop, (as then worn, 


and I am partial too for the ſtage) and that Tx. i 


mings, Kc. This ſtruck her fancy ſo much, that 
ſhe declared herſelf delighted, and laughingly on 
uſed to repeat, ſhe wiſhed the could convey it 
with her to Mancheſter, it made her feel ſo happy. N 
Were 1 to mention this to Mrs. Siddons, probably 5 
ſuch a trifling matter may have eſcaped her vo- 8 
lume of memory. I ſhould nr have ventured to 
have inſerted it, had not Mrs. "Wilkinſon afured _ nn 
me that L am perfectly right. Indeed 1 amnot  __ 
deranged i in that reſpect, however I may be fail. ² 
in other-infignificant points. At that time . "i 


truth boaſt,” we had the pleaſure of 5 
Siddons noſt conſtantly at my Eh 
houſeyil much to the farisfaQtion © of IO; e ; 


TY prices (Mr. Garrick not ex 


it 
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Mrs. Siddons then faid ſhe liked her Wen 


| e ene, and the civilities ſhe, met with. ſo well, 


and thought her treatment in London had been 
ſo cruel and unjuſt, ſhe never wiſhed to play there | 


again. Her ſtate of health did not, by any 


| 0 at that time, promiſe the power of ſuch 


renovation, ſtrength, and execution, as ſhe now 
is fo happy to poſſeſs: But her acting was well 
imagined then, though not attended to in London 
by any means as it ought to have been. Mr. 


Moodfall, who is certainly a good See and 


ſuper- excellent obſerver, adviſed her not to think 


of a London Theatre, to which her powers were 


very inadequate, but keep to ſuch littie Theatres 


as ſhe had been accuſtomed to, and where ſhe 


might be heard. But O what a change did there 
happen! as Mrs. Siddons certainly for four or 
Aya. ge drew more OURS not war! in Lon- 


Pala, and Seuthe thaw: any. actor or es 
ever did, or perhaps ever will do, anke at * 
pted). | : 
On the cloſe of York Theatre, pin, 60 went as 
| uſual to Leeds, where T do not remember any 
thing worth the relating, but that Mrs. Hudſon 
and I had quarrélled, when rs. Siddons was at 
York, and ſhe was to leave me in September. 
At the end of Leeds ſeaſon, 1 tried the: PLACE 
called a e Talifax, more, an 


S 


n 


= 
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over ris old: ſtable; and with good ſueceſs; ; actu- 
„ ay better receipts in that dreadful place than af . 
Nn that time Fexperienced at the large and opulent : 
e town of Leeds and its extenſive and amen ; 
Yy neighbourhood. a x Th 


h It is very e ee to relate; FA 1 did x not . 5 = 
V WH {know any. one family at Halifax but by name, 
Jl during the two ſummer viſits at that town, theres eg 

N 


fore I have not any occaſion here to enumerate” 5 
r. my friends, or give thanks for courteſies - 
d | Mrs. Bernard was engaged for the: vacguey: of 


. 


d Briſtol company, between the end 
| nd the middle of September. From 
5 aſe Mr. Bernard was not engaged, and 1 

e 


e at this time recollect to a certainty. whe- 
i ther he was in the agreement at Vork or not, but 
ram inclined: to believe the contrary: He ſince 
By chat time has arrived at good eſtabliſhed reputa= 
id, | tion at Bath and Covent- Garden Theatres, and at 
els poſe is: managen of a company at Plymouth, 
pected for his punctuality as ma- 
15 and for SE Anat: as an e me is now - 
nl The races ah kg Mr. Dodd . | Mes, 
on Bulkley performed Sir Harry Wildair and Lady © 
ai Lurewell, on Saturday, Aug uſt 165 afterwards: el 
; Benedic and Beatrice, Ranger and Clarinda, Cop- 
ACE per Captain and Eſtifania, Lord Ogleby and Fanny: 
the Monday W * e was © TO. RT. 
M * 1 


5 af FT: 


Toellth Night,” a 0 on \ Wedneſday, Aug! 


Auguſt 27 4 

The Trip to Scarborough, for Mr. Dodd and | { 
Mrs. Bulkley. Mrs. Hudſon was allotted the cha- t 
racter of Berinthia, but being truly mortified at n 
Mrs. Bulkley and Mrs. Bernard's taking the lead t 
all the previous week, and it being on the eve of fl 
her own fixed departure, the poſitively refuſed the | 1 
part ſo late as the Tueſday, after having had it more - 4 
chant a week for the Wedneſday following. I ex- 
poſtulated, and though Ldid not get the honour of fi 

2 box on the ear, like the Earl of Eſſex, yet ſhe 2 
5 - rently threw the part in my face, and I Was = 
obliged to the good 1 offices of Mrs. Bernard, ho tl 
read the character of Berinthia with great credit 2 
to herſelf, and triumph over the enraged. lady, 1 

| . Mrs. .E udſon took every pains to inſinuate ” 
her injuries ;z—an error per rformers are too apt to | © 
be led into from — ience and intentional 2 
1nju f dif inguiſhed underſtand- F 
ing 2 A en eri, perceive oo much the 5 we 5 i 
performers and managers, to de A 7 paſty 4 con- t 
cerned: They may with well to one ſide more | 11 
than the other, as human nature in give an in- t 


dclination where the with prevails, but underftand- 

ings, however elevated'in rank and fortune, wilt 
feldom like to quit the pure ſtream of affluence, 2 
_ eaſe, and ſplendor, to paddle in the clayey ſtreams t 
of a Theatre; therefore unpitied fell, and departed * 
at chat 1 Mrs. ale Ale: OR wot = ung 


\ Þ- 3 i N * 
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ich to A comfortable ftuation, the and Mr. Hud- 
ſon had no one to blame but themſelves; ; and _ 
that 1 have known by experience to be a moſt _ 
mortifying circumſtance. For We all would Willr | 
to lay the fault of our conduct on our ſtars, our 
friends, the winds, the waves, or the weather, or 
in ſhort to any thing, much rather than 1 the 
dead warrant of error againſt dear ſelf. DT 
Mr. I Dodd and Mrs. Bulkely's fame are not yet 5 
forgotten in their excellent performances of Sir: _ 
Andrew Ague-Cheek, and Viola in the Twelfth 5 
Night. Mrs. Bernard was much approved of in 
the Triſh: Widow, oy week, and! in "ol. her cha-- 5 
rafters. BL dd Lac . 
Wakefield en, Fot races in . TR 
white a gentleman, - now well known in the weſt. _ 
of Yorkſhire, of the name of VINCENT, made an 
engagement with. me. J was in London the 125 
February preceding, when that gentleman made 0 
his rf appearance at Drury-Lane Theatre, in 
the pleaſing character of Dorilas the Shepherd, 3 
in Mr. Hill's tranflation from e of mp : 
uh 9 a CCC 
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5 Nr. Pilx, 1 of Yorkſhire; 7 6 ZR his appear= 
ance the-ſame week at Covent-Garden Theatre, in 
the ſame character. Miſs Loung (now Mrs. Pope) 
was the Merope atDrury-Lane--Mrs.JackſonatCo- 
vent. : Garden. Mi Vingcar s eee was fatter- 


— 


wo 
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ing, Fey indeed ſo deſervedly, that I was alert : 


in my encomiums; for, except deficiency in 
powers, (very excuſable in a young performer, 
unacquainted with the mode and practice of a 
Theatre) yet taken for all in all, it was one of the 
beſt firſt ee 1 Sought I ever Wit- 
neſſed. 5 

"Chute led me 8 Mrs. Wilkinson t to 7 


| Loudon in the ſummer following, when I re- 
galed my lady with a jaunt to view the ſpot of all 


ſpots, Richmond Hill, alfo Hampton Court, &c. 
vhich ſituation to me is ever pleaſing, ever new,— 

the caſtle at Richmond was our caſtle; there Imet 
with Mr. Jefferſon, (my old acquaintance ſo often 


mentioned) who then was manager of tl 
little Theatre; he inſiſted on me and Mrs. Wil- 
kinſon ſpending a day with him, and as he liked the 


good things of this world, and as Richmond af, 


fords every article that is good, (if well paid for) 


we had no reaſon to complain of our hoſt or his 


want of excellent cheer! and welcome. When 


ce tea ceremony approached, the ſaid Mr. Vin- 
cent made his appearance; 


had once ſeen him 


before that meeting, in the 


He was then more oppoſite in mode and mien 


to myſelf than at this time; for he was the 


pink of courteſy; pocket was ſeldom conſulted, 


fo elegance and ike could be purchaſed, After | 
1 tea he informed us he, 2 e for bis health, 


A 
/ 


by” 


it neat 


inter in London. | 


* 


aud daily 5 an aitingy bo Trav 1 „ 
boat on the lovely banks of the ſilver Thames, 
and imagined ſuch a recreation to me and mx 
party would be highly agreeable, to which we all 
aſſented with a nod of approbation, and Mr. 
Vincent ordered Tom Tug and partner to pre- 
pare their oars, though not of gold or ſilver, and 
to keep time for my Cleopatra to be conveyed 
half way to Hampton; we returned all ſafe near 
the King's Gardens, which we had before tra- 
verſed with infinite delight. In one of thoſe walks 
Mr. Vincent declared he had not any engage- 
ment, when the one at Richmond expired, and „5 
on my part, never entered into any one enga ge- 
ment more eagerly, as of his genius J really con- 
ceired an enthuſiaſtie opinion: In conſequence, 
early in September, the ſ ſaid Mr. Vincent came to 
Wakefield, and in the race-week performed the 
part of the love ſtricken Romeo, on Wedneſday; 
Sept. 10, 1. From what cauſe I cannot 
fay, whether any accident had occurred, but ſo it 

certainly was, that he could not be heard in any 
part of that Theatre diſtinctly. He was fome- 
times confuſed by being imperfect, a fault that! 

conjecture his love of eaſe had led him into, for 

in that reſpect he was at that time a ſecond David 
Roſs, who was the Prince of negligence: If it 
was the defect of Nature it would have been a 
| certain bar to his NO IR have 


-its 8 3 Forms: e the 8 OS ta | 
think of the words: For, if to find, they come too 
late for ſenſe or effect when ound. Mr. Vin- 
cent then tried Tyrrel i in the Faſhionable Lover; 
andi it was agreed that his performance of Ham- 
let ſhould determine whether a ſettled engage- 
ment ſhould take place or not, which part he = . 
acted on Monday, September: 22, 177% at Don- 
caſter Theatre; there the ſame fault, of. the de- 
ficiency of lungs appeared again, and no great. 
credit in his adhering to Skakeſpear's text; which. 
Was the more deſerving cenſure, as his under- 
: ſtanding was then naturally. ſtrong and very com- 
| prehenſive, and. thoſe good qualities were aided 


by obſervation and a liberal education. His uns. 3 
derſtanding, from Neceſſity, that mother aft inyxen⸗ «© 
tion; has been indebted for much improvement; N 


for were I to give an account of the various ad- . 
ventures, good fortune, and misfortunes, that 1 
have paid that gentleman frequent viſits ſince 3 
17%, it would make a volume, and he would be 1 
the hero of my book of bocks, were there ten I 
times more ſtage heroes in my; liſt of fame, But 5 
| ſuch a detail I do not hold myſelf warranted to ; 
- undertake, though I aſſerts. as à duty, that not ; 
any diſgraceful incident. of Mr. Vincent's con- 
duct ever came within my knowledge or my | F 
bearing, but were I maſter-of the many particu- 0 
| Jars which have occurred to that gentleman (which. 


han 


is a DR 1 mould not think L had. a 3 to ſo | 
doing, unleſs by his-permiſſion and approbation,. 
which were not likely to have been aſked by me, 
28 J have not any intimacy. with Mr. Vincent, 
and from his preſent mode of worſhip and man- 
ners it is not ever likely to be, even were my: . 

. un to exceed thoſe limited to myſelf or him. a. 

However, in his ſtage career at Doncaſter, * 

leclared off from any engagement, alleging. that 
his lungs were ſo very weak that hie muſt beware 
of a ename. Frem chat period he has been 


* $9» v0 


9 (bh Poa: wary gh was + hs ſuch waa 
| patience, and buffeted her ſo well, in turn, that 1 
hope the. will be-weary of purſuing, and give him 
every happineſs which he deſerves, or that he him 
: ſelf can reaſonably. wiſh... He has been twice mar- 
_ ried, and has a family: I believe he got a decent 
fortune with botlr his partners. He has been a tutor 
with ſucceſs. to. ſeveral young gentlemen, and 
has. Een n orders now for ſome years z—but the 
Church, without friends, is a barren proſpect. i in a 
genera il, except the reward for his good deeds, : as a 
faithful paſtor, he may męet in the world to come. 
When I was at Wakefield a few years fince,. he 
was well ſpoken of as. a preacher and reader; but 
I have heard it remarked, (as of an actor in Ricks. © 
| ard III.) that when he has the duty of both tc 
. . he faves. his. energy and force.on ſuck... = 
M 6. + | 
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his feen 


5 4 duch A eee or nden may be true 1 


know not, having only once heard him read 


5 prayers at Wakefield, which recitation gave me 


particular pleaſure. Here ſome acquaintance 


will remark; that I pay myſelf a compliment I do 
not by any means merit; for if I liked my pray- 
ers, Ih 


11d be oftener ſeen as an example for 


paying my proper duty by ſuch due attendance. 
Here I can only give in anſwer, that having ad- 


dicted myſelf to a ſtrange ſet of hours, I have 


perverted the good ſo much to the evil habit, 
that it is almoſt next to impoſſible to bring my- 


felf into a train of hours at my time of life, to 


thoſe which grace the ſober and the regular good 


e quite wrong, for I ſhould have be 


citizen. A lady who ſhall be nameleſs, obſerved 


to me in a tete-i-tete ey ano in e 
1791, as follows: | 
1 was faying ; that I was 0 Ph name was 


| not fo and ſo, as I had miſtaken Mr. — 
man of great genius, as a writer, for her father ? 


To which ſhe ſaid, - * Mr. Wilkinſon you are 


„ fſuch a father. Why, how do you know 


— 


0051 


the genius of the man you are ſpeaking of, who. 
et never read his Works 7 46 Indeed but I have, ; 

replied the lady, © and with great pleaſure z— 
„ and as I have anſwered you, Mr. Wilkinſon, o 


« * honeſtly, * me if have not EE 


* 


en proud of 


mes alſo ?? T * 2 10 Hae n 
* Wel then, Sir,! as you have ſo far ho- 


4 work 2” ec What do I think of the work!—" 
: 3 certainly, that. the toro v 1 


umes contain 
© great variety and merit, v mne deli- 
« cacy: not to be eee e my real en- 
_ © tertainment, affected morality, and a ſenſe" of 
„duty out of the queſtion, I honourably prefer the 
& bible, for real entertainment, improvement, com- 
fort, and knowledge to the writer's works alluded 
« to.“ Mr. Wilkinfon,” ſaid the lady, «Ine 
«yer; believed you to be a hypocrite till now, and 
«© in my preſent” new. opinion, you Mr. Wilkin- 
'F fon, are a confirmed one.” I will convince 
« you that I am not fo, dear Cælia, and for this 
plain and never erring reaſon, —when I firft pe- 
cc ruled the work you mention, ſuch prevalence 
the human mind and faculties' has be- 
| rrayed in Falſe and dangerous 
ee that T never was eaſy till I obtained 
« z ſecond opportunity to gratify myſelf by a re- 
© petition, but when that opportunity ſo ardently 
e longed for, arrived, I found it was an impure 
« imagination, dreſſed in falſe genii ſhades, that 
« had faſcinated: my mind and underſtanding; ; 
« for inſtead” of the great entertainment, my 
a: fancy had ereated, it was a dull exploring of 


v "Os TH had no more * than the 


ſſed, tell me what you think of | 
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Lb and Afiniofied Sein n 4 t 
4 for this plain reaſon, the vicious r 


c weaker: For lik 
cannot be mad 
c from the aſſiſtance of the burning taper or the 

. hand ef preſſure. Now on reading the Bible, 
« where, if you only have the theory x 

pra 
ce there is to be found every elegance, with all 
ce that is good and ſublime, yet with the advan: 


I « tages of truth, it to- 


ding that 
had made 'the. firſt impreſſion, had taken ſo 


(c firm a poſſeſſion of my minds, that the ſecond was 
< only like ſtamping what could not be mended; 
: iment, to be weaker and 
e a ſeal on wax if it be good it 


but proved, on exp 


1 . better 15 1 ſecond appl c ti 


Nice; it cannot, muſt not be denied, 


often make 
« mentary transfixion on-the brain and memory, 


“ and is ſoon, alas! too ſoon effaced; for which 
© reaſon, good books cannot be too often taken 
« up, as they 5 ever be new, in 

e the beſt phyſician for the mind vo body ʒ as 
„ will, alſo the beautics. of. Shakſpeare, Young, 

66 and others; 5 but Shakſpeare 18 undoubtedly the 
4 firſt (after excepting t the ſublimity of holy writ); 
t for ſurely he was an inſpired writer, and proves 
4 that ſuch talents were ſmiled on by his God, 
© who. certainly approved the drama when. he 
« created ſuch | a e e Sh HOYT, © of e ous. 


mproving, and 


n 
: Wa 


* * 


he antharcand | 
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ane 1 85 * 
vert, nor can he produce from his own pen ſuch 
ſtrength of truth as Shakſpeare can daſh. e 
his ſelf - conceited furioſity of -falſe. fre. and 
phrenzy: And J am proud to aver, that I once 
heard Mr. Vincent. deliver the. morning prayers: 
at; Wakefield, with ſuch proper energy, to the 
beſt of my mind's conception, as gave me not 
only atsksction at chat me: but to be on 


E . 
00 a ks Jiftant Fray Wakefield Mr. Vin 


cent: conducted A ſchool, and on my return there 


ſome few years ago, obſerving,.that notwithſtand=- : 


ing he was ſpoke of · with reſpect and eſteem as a 


reader in the deſk, and. as an orator in the pulpit, 
L aſſumed the liberty to hint to him, that if he did 


not yet touch ſomething more real by his officiating. | 
at church duty, and as he was not under any par- 


ticular ties.of gratitude for the pecunia, beſtowed _ 


on him either from the church or. the ſtage, he 
ſbould mix his- diſcourſes with a good quantity. 


of fire, brimſtone, pitchforks, and ever-burning, | 


lavagg and, as a proof of his converſion, not to let 
the ſtage by any means eſcape cenſure. . Whether 
on that hint, or. from his own. ſuggeſtion, or from 
ſudden inſpiration, I cannot: tell, but he has adop- 
ted ſomething very like that mode, and reprobates 
diverſions and plays. with as good a grace as can 
* delired or FR ; aud no e can doe 


hos To 


Ul, "7 cannot: contro- 


— 


— 


am not far miſtaken, if F ab lins to £0 to: a 
play, he would ſtare at ſuch an impure requeſt, 
and like Lady Lambert in the Hypocrite, _—_— 
4 Sir! would you have me commit a murder?“ 
Then Darnley ſays to Lady Lambert, — 
| « have ſeen tu ladyſhip at play." „ ee No 
flays the lady, « you are miſtaken it is poſſible 
« vou may have ſeen the deviPs imp, in my-like- 
© neſs at the play, but not me.” © No, Sir,” 
ſays Cantwell, « The ſeeds of wickedneſs, it is. 
A true, grow up every where too faſt, - but a play 
4 houſe! a play-houſe | is the devil's hot- bed. | 
| Mx. Vincent now has a ſchool of great credit 
at Leeds, and many young gentlemen in that 
town are under his tuition and guardianſhip. He 
alſo is curate of St. John's Church at Leeds, and! 
am informed, he has every good proſpect of a 
- return for the pains he takes, in being well eſta- 
bliſhed for life. He is not quick of ſight or he 
would not wear glaſſes; and J have often thought 
that his eyes were not helped by the conſtant uſe : 
of them in the ſtreet, at table, e. = 1 
| Fl 
cc 


There i is no gentleman I know that ſtudied the 
graces ſome years ago more affiduouſly than Mr. 


Vincent: Indeed had he been born and bred un- | * 
der the eye of the late Lord Cheſterfield, I truly Il 1 
think he would have approved Mr. Vincent's 4 
| unwearieq, attention to the minutiæ of goo 3 
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; but whether (Given avocations take 7 
up his | plants; and lay heavy on his neck 
and ſhoulders, an: 


d lead to abſence, or from what 
cauſe I know not, but two years fince, on a 
8 Sunday, in the ſummer 1701, I was walking 5 
down Kirk-gate at Leeds, with Mr. Cummins, 1 
a gentleman for whom Mr. Vincent profeſſed 
(and doth profeſs) the higheſt” regard, paid the 
greateſt attention, and like Nicodemus, was glad: - 
to ſee him by night; yet, ſtrange to tell, though 
we met him ſo full butt, that he could not avoid 
ſeeing us, yet thoſe naſty. ſpectacles, ſo far from 1 
aſſiſting his natural good ſenſe or baht, joined to 
his cuſtomary; attention, good breeding, and com- 
mon civility, he did not ſee either of us, that is, 
as to the knowledge of our perſons. As to my 
own part, not having the pleaſure of being on 
che mode of intimacy, and the flight he offered to 
me, on a degree of equality, certainly in point 
of affluence, though poor enough God knows; yet 
it was obſerved by Mr. Cummins; he ſaid 7 me, | 
60 Sir, Mr. Vincent does not not- us N J re- 
| plied, te Tt was a miſtake, and owing | to thofe bad : 
. « ſpectacles; he will be quite unhappy ſhould: he 
© be told of this, as I am certain his regard for 
«you mult be grounded on truth, as he would 
“% not be infincere or ungentlemanlike on any 
- account; therefore to prevent Mr. Vincent's | 
« being hereafter vexed at your feelings on this _ 
he OO T will CEO call him, and ſet 8 
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| 8. mY len; * a nec 
not fail, (though the fight unluckihy had) I called. 
aloud, without lack of lungs, . Mr. Vincent! 
Mr. Vincent on which he ſtopped; and L led 
Mr. Cummins by the hand, and teld-the reaſon why. 
I had ſo loudly, a 
name, for that Mr. Cummins had felt hurt at his 
not knowing him, 
paſſed, and that Thad alleged in his favour, that: 
L,was well aſſured it muſt be the ſpectacles, ab- 
5 ſence, or full of. thought that h. 
. ed to me an 
tioned Mr. Cummins's uneaſineſs. 
proved as. I had predicted; Mr. incerit was em- 
barraſſed, and ſaid he Was really confuſed and 
ſorry for the Hurry and ſeeming inattention, a8 
he would not have offended Mr. Cum 
| ingly. u 
ended: K 
paſtor of his flock mult have judged my conduct 
c perfectly right, the inſtant that Bis underſtanding. 


ald eee are too ER feen not as 
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and indeed ſo rudely called on his 


when almoſt face to face as he 


occaſioned the: 
„and that Mr. Vincent would be 


not be offended when 1 men- 


2 2 he event 


Nins know- 
on any account; and there the matte 
And I have aſſured myſelf that the faid 


and probity had time for reflecting on ſuch a trifling 


incident. Not but I have known too often, 8 
poſſibly the reader may) that many perſons, when 
bound by narrow circumſtances, affec̃t generoſity, 

feeling, and ſtrong boaſted. friendſhip ; vet, when. 


Fortune ſmiles, and any thing like affluence appears, 


i 


ring f Would E 


wa 
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hath of, or attended to; yet common . 1 
ae weten, ſhould « ever remember. and indeed | 
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ay be: poverty returns, may N retort in 1 5 
and ingratitude Merle greatneſs muſt feel in te 
higheſt degree. For my own part, a perſon, of | 
whatever rank, who. behaves ſo to me, acquainted. . 
to-day, and a ſtranger to-morrow, however MF. 
intereſt, pride, and eaſy temper may candidly de- 
ſpiſe, I never really forgive, or think I can rely on 
ſuch a perſon,. be. it lady, or gentleman, as my. 
friend or real good wiſher. But to return to Mr. 
Vincent, of whom I have been lately. ſpeaking, I. 

do not poſitively ; ayer. that 1 wiſh to ſee him either 

a biſhop or a dean; but ſhould it be ſo ordained, : 2 © 
am ſure no act of mine ſhould ever interfere, had © 
[ the power for his advancementeither in church ĩ 
or ſtate — and he has talents ſuitable 1 hope for = 
either. 5 My only objection to his, being. the. - © + 
biſhop. or dean, 18 not meant to imply the leaſt : 
wiſh as a check on his future progreſs to great- Bi 
neſs, advancement, or affluence. No! it is 5. 
ſelf. love is the only reaſon; for if ever 1 ſhould ſee. © 
him on the topmoſt height of church preferment, 

[ can. only hear of his amuſing himſelf and his 
tele parties. by his performance on the violon-. 
cello. or the baſſe oon, evithout invitation. Now 80 
with a rare fat living of a thouſand a year, and. 


two or r three rich e Mat, CAR TAR, 


bl * 2 gre 


9 
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3 5 5 1 
11 | moderate degree as more Neper for 
Wh „ 0 Jeifure- haves of recreation; and: whenever 
8 that happens i in a more or leſs proportion than my 
i _ golden dreams have painted, as I with it may, 
1 and that 1 may live to ſee ſuch happy days, for 
. his own ſake, his family, and for others that may | 

Wii deſerve and partake his bounty: And 1 here pro- MI © 
nt _ whenever ſuch happy lot does occur, either 7 
. in a higher or a leſs degree, why then reader, 1 : 
Wt am ſure he will once more attend; and not be 
5 aſhamed to be ſeen at my church again, I mean of 
. cCourſe the theatre; where, attended by his fa- M 
114 „ r be F fhall wy Linh to OO” 65 N 
daa be in be as glad to fit. | 
5 80 here with my bleſſings on as ae * ; 
11 fly to my Doncaſter feaſon of 17% which is not ; 
AY finiſhed, owing” to my brother exotic Mr. Vin- 4 
1 cent; and he certainly will allow the term Nor f 
1 | quite inapplicable,—though F do readily confeſs . 
be is'not fo cecetttric as myfelf; and TwiſhT I © 
4 q Wes 3 could; to the little prod” T can” boat; add: an equal - 
4 ö ſhare of thoſe qualifications, ſuch as Mr. Vincent 3 
14.4 _ bapplly poſſeſſes, in his blended mixture of good : 
71 and ill. 1 ſhould: then be decked to better ad- | 
1g vantage by the uſe, I hope, I ſhould make of them, 
704 for the improvement of my mind and body; 
15 but unleſs I did makę that uſe, I may be as well 
— 14 perhaps without them; for if neglected, it wouſd 
1 * worſe Ways a fertile foil being, left unre- 


and Harlequin, an- 
with him that year. to. Doncaſter, . and was: a 


1 for of 2 1 
| Mrs. Taetin, (Who came * 


daughter of Mr. Dyer, who was well known and 


” reſpected for many years at: Covent-Garden Thea- 


tre, as 4 man of. ſtrict honour, and deſervedly 


eſteemed in his public and in his private cha- 


racter) entered the liſts with me as a firſt comedy 


: 333 Her father had been nern attentive: to her 


in ever 


leaving her fo well provided, ay in point "of = 


tune from his unremitting aſſiduity, that a very 
little induſtry, added to her paternal right, would 


have inſured her not only days but years of credit, 


with every neceſſary to render life agreeable; but 


her mother, Who once trod the paths of recti- 
tude, had made a falſe ſtep, which her huſband, 
Mr. Dyer, never forgave, and. by which ſhe 
: ruſhed precipitately into vice and ſudden dif- 


"IM tion, and died in great diſtreſs... 
Her ons falſe nen bad blaſted all her f 


5 her "ſtage requißtes were akt el 1 i : | 
5 00 was neat and genteel; i "the was 2 good 
 Calombine ; Pk, her * 2 [re her up 255 N 5 


bene of proper care and cultivation. 
In my career at Doncaſter that year, 177, Miſs 

improvement. Mr. Ton 

Kennedy, acted the Fops : 


15 her days in'remorſe, and an accumulation of 
5 and calamity. Her daughter, the "unfortunate : 

Mrs. Taplin, unhappily for herſelf, loſt at an 

early period of her life the moſt tender and beſt 1 


hep 0 a little country” ee Where ſhe ended 


of fathers, by which irreparable misfottune, w 
truſted to her own guidanice, ſh 
into folly and OT. and her profeſſion as an 
_ actreſs was a labou 
ſhe acted ſome 25 1 . degree of cred 
proved, (with pains and attention o chara 
_ the might have been a uſeful Ctreſs ; but ir 
lence: and a mind turned top yoturvy, poſſe 
her leiſure. 1 could not continue her with 


after the firſt year, ſhe then joined a little com- 


pany in Yorkſhire. Whether ſhe is now living 


Ee know not, but if exiſting, it muſt 


be ſo barely, that her departure from this life 
ber friends PEE nr has any} ren d not regret, 


for Scandal, was Aa a yood performance. 5 I A | 7 


ap 


8 Miſs babe fot Richmond in Mc +, 


„ 1% in 
Indiana; ſome time after that ſhe was fo e 


made her appearance at .Doncafti 


to Mr. Charles Wood of our Theatre. . „ 
Miſs Holmes attracted the attention of Me 
| Kennedy 1 that As "Th playing E Phillis | to his. 


N Abe l to dae RY 


woe 


E was enſnared | 


Her figure was good, and 


8 5 Nip Re . 8 
c 
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Tem, the night of Miſs Mucklow's -appearatice; & 
this occaſioned eyes of fire from Mrs. Taplin, 
who: had depended on the falſe vows of the ſe⸗ 
ducing Kennedy ; ; it ended at laſt in a marriage 
(Jas I was informed) between Mr. Kennedy and 

Miſs Holmes, who declared ſhe would rather 
ſtarve with Kennedy than live with a Prince. 
How far ſhe ſticks to th. t declaration and opinion 5 
at preſent, 1 know not, nor is it my enn or 

wiln to e or to be e about. 


einein TR — I» Wh 
7 FIG - * 5 % 5 Keg 3 FY by : Po At cou 4 2 8 
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8 e years at khe Narwichs Tee he | 
is of the greateſt utility of any actor I almoſt 5 
know, and performs ſeveral characters with great 
juſtice to his author, and to the eredit of his ma- 


nager Mr. Brunten, and himſelf: As a proof, 


(when with me) he ſtudied Moſea i in « 'Volpone, 
or r the Fox,” n little more than a week, and he 
ted it with Tuch propriety and knowledge of 
that difficult. author, as would have ſurpriſed Mr. 15 
Woadfall, and truly appeared to me an aſtoniſh- 
ing work, when the ſhortneſs of the time was 
eoiſidered for ſo arduous and difficult an under: 
taking. Of th 
to > make mention een - 


8 eee 1 heal have occaſion 
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good - breeding, ſenſe, and c conviviality, a at 


: u She Se e GEL e 
\rray'd in ſmiles, the goddes gay 4 free, 
1 ( Re OS: OG” LC RT oe 


i 101 Mrs. Hun kz, led 0 the 1 9 51 5 my 
beſt friend, General St. Leger, (who introduced 
"that lady to:perform Mrs. Oakley, which charac- 
ter. ſhe certainly ſupported: with a degree of 
merit) and acted it under that noble a. and r 
General 8 ee on Fridays Sept 


„ FT 
Mrs. 1 8 hat. the 1 8 4 . in a 


peculiar: degree, on andof the ſtage but on the 
tage, by her time being more pleaſantly occu- 


pied when off, pleaſure: had led her to be inat- 
tentive to a memory not of itſelf to be depended 


upon, and was a great bar to her ſtage ſucceſs. 


At a table Mrs, Hunter was a woman of gr 


how to diſſect with a grace and point. 


But it is now high time to travel a Don- 
Pt where I have kept the reader ſo long, and 
convey the ſaid perſonage i in a ſafe and eaſy man- 
ner, (though perhaps not pleaſant) to the Hull ſea- 
VVV ĩ 


d knew 


tt 


koi > =D 


* 1 8 | 155 \ | F 
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1 where on ape 
INCE 


Theatre, m the 


ber 28, my friend Mrs. Inch- 


bald oo highs Horatia, in Mr. Whitehead's „ 
They were 


tragedy of T . enen Father.“ 
both well receive 


Mr. Inchbald was my friend, 


i 3 


exprel fled an anxiety 


_ rn 7 
1 \ 
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_ the winter campaign, Mr. 
ALD, with my well-beloved, my beautiful 
s. TACHBALD, were engaged from the Edin- 
bun Theatre, and on the 22d of October, 177%, 
Mr. Inchbald made his entre at the Hull Royal 
character of Sir Francis Wrong 
head! in IRE s play of The Journey to Lon- 


my worthy man, gh eſteemed actor, in all my | 
1g Pilgrim's: Progreſs.” For the time he was 
engaged with me, I never experienced more in- 
genuouſneſs, honour, and integrity, nor did Jever 
know an actor of ſuch univerſal worth, who con- 
feſſed at Jeaſt weekly, (if not daily) the comforts 
he felt in His 'Yorkthire' fituation, and ardently 5 5 
y for the ſucceſs. and life (-- 
me, his manager, whoſe intereſt he, by every 
means, endeavoured to ſupport. He ſoon grew - 
into great favour, particularly by his performing 
eCredulous, Sir Anthony Abſolute, and many 
comic old gentlemenlike characters; his painting 
(to which he had I believe been brec 
. e : His picture- ſcene, now in full 
ever the School for Scandal is repre- 
1, proves his talents, execution, and deſign: 
ot ty it eras 2 er "rag eee N 1 
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But not 26nbdferewpt; my jourr 


of fame, and like a noveliſt, inform the reader, 


that on the cloſe of the Hull ſeaſon, early in 
January, 1778, after all theſe new performers juſt 
mentioned, I received a letter from Mr. Palmer, 

- (ho has been ever ready to promote my intereſt) 


that Mr. Foote having made his ferious, final 


exit in the month of October, 1777, Mr. Harris, 
huis friend, and manager of Covent-Garden Thea- 
tre, wiſhed much to enter into a treaty with me 


for a few nights that winter, and pledged himſelf 
racity. 
This journey with others, was the occaſion of 2 my 


_ -adopting the title of the WANDERING PATEN- 
EE, as from my quitting my Yorkſhire home 


to trip to Dublin, Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and other 


places, occaſioned. Mr. Woodfall's whimſically 
favouring me with that: appellation, - Had 1 iv 
ducted my own ee T think it would ] 

. _ iſwered much better. My perfor 

- Bayes, when done in five acts, went off with great 

cclat; and J here return thanks to Mr. Wroughton, 


me, of the i FE on 
he adored his in Mrs.1 Inchbald to a degree of 
. enthuſiaſm, though the ſaid alloued beautiful was 
ten but mortal; but to her praiſp be it ſpoken, 
ſhe was then and is beautiful ſtill, and that beauty, 
like her enen eee and if , | 
| more icmpreſſve. e e Fat We | 
| ** 5 will it 


Mrs. Inchbald for the preſent, - grtat increaſe 


t] 
th 
J 
ar 
cl 
or 


LED. 


. 


was, the ſending in great haſte to 


JFF 


his compli 6 n 0 60 5 Mes. NT if 
ſhe had. ſeen Mr. "Wilkinſon in Bayes? She re- 
4 5 No.“ Then,“ ſays Mr. Wroughton, 


«1 ue Gets fo thor as Mr. Wilkinſon Was the : 


ce W er who. acted it like a gentleman*.” ho 
ronſides with the Epilogue, and Major © 
on Thurſday, January 15, 1/78, and 


3 Mr. Foeke cee in iS ROOF | 
alſo'Bayes, Midas; See. f b 


I cannot reſiſt mentioning a a little e 


that put the audience out of temper, Which was 


the uncommon delay in beginning the farce; of 
The Mayor of Garratt—a point all gentlemen 
and ladies ſhould conſider, as it ſpoils. all effect of : 
character; but the fault did not that evening 


originate with me, but aroſe merely from acci- | 


dent, which: was, that in all the collection of pro- 


perties at Covent-Garden Theatre, 4 ae ot 
French jack. boots could not be produced. Mr. 2 
Harris ordered a pair to be made at any expen . 


but when put on, they were ſo flimfey, and Hung a 


down in fuch a manner, that it was impoſſible,” as : 5 
Major Sturgeon, to proceed: The only reſource 5 


eg the lending of the pair zn uſe at 


Theatre, to be - 
that houfe for the Frene chman in Queen Mab, Ke. 


8 Meaning, that (as ane 8 ad libitum) Mr. w. 8 
atted that charatter yell, and without taking any rude 
lberties with 8 . in their On, 
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aufe not hays: det \ granted: Howe 
they were at length obtained 
to my dreſſing - room, the feet were ſo large, it 
Was a conſiderable time before che þ could be ſo 
ſtuffed as for mine to ſecure à pure 1 the 
I have merely mentioned this as wor 
mig who had and ha 


could only produce one. pair; Mr. F. oote's | e 
b Irrowed. of Mr. Barber, in Monmont y 
and were of a lighter kind: As a pro 


” deaths by ſome nimble fingered youth. | ECL NT: 
In acling the Minor one evening at 'Covet at- 
Garten as I was repeating | the ſoliloquy i in Shift, 


one perſon was honouring me with a perpetualhiſs, 


nd gveſling that at the end of a period I ſhould 


be certain of the kind repetition from my upper- 


gallery friend, 1 collected myſelf, pauſed, and 
advanced to the front of the W and made th e 
e addreſs— SY 


-* LADIES. AND GENTLEMEN, 
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„ take the liberty of informing EY that Is am 


Ds « «a let of your own rearing. Thad the honour 
. to be received on theſe boards, in the characters 
* am now playing, With great applauſe, even 
«© when I was a boy. I am now of full age, and 
8 beg you will not at this period of oy. life, * 
N me to be © cut off * a ſhilling.” ode, 


” f x” = „ 1 85 
bs = © 52 : * 7 
8 8 9 4 KS 7 8 N 1 4 * 9 PIG "th z 
night, the" re- 
f 2 if 


and when brought | 


je ; Ul to 
e an excellent pair at the 
. York Theatre: Net the two London Theatres 


treet, 
| f of their 
1 ightneſs, they were ſtolen before ig Foote's 


This e two. St en e 
1 loud laughs, and ſecured me a moſt favour- 1 
able reception 1 7 remainder ON the 1 
formance, | e 8 

Mr. Woodfall 4a: not © e to think: L was like 5 
Mr. Foote, and that I walked in boots, as Major 
Sturgeon, at the rate of five miles an hour. To 
uſe Mr. Woodfall's own words, will be doing 
more juſtice to the criticiſm, (whether ftriftly | 
right or not) than any words I can adopt; as 
I ever think Mr. Woodfall: clever, however he 
may inflict me with ſtripes: For if IL am worthy 
the laſhing, I ſhall be proud of feeling the ſmart 
1 ſo judicious and maſterly a ſtrapado. „ 

« Mr. Wilkinſon in Major Sturgeon, ſtrutted 

X « « about: too vehemently ;z—had he been obliged 
« to. march and: countermarch from Acton to 
4 Ealing, and from Ealing to Brentford, in the ſight 

5 of the audience, he could not have gone for- 

! . Ward at a greater r rate than he nn ee 

- | « about the ſtage.” 1 

However, e Me ene * 

5 es Not deviſe how T had loſt a likeneſs of Mr. . 
Foot in that character; and till revolving lately 
on that matter; 28 Lern ever did and ſhall pay 
great deference to Mr. Woodfall's opinion, I could 
not conceive how it d be; but I think I Was 
not ſo wrong 2s. I then fancied myſelf, —a 4 
=y anc | 16: thi Oe e wood. been con- 

8 T0 e 0 N 3 1 1 N 
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ſtantly playing with one leg, from the year 1766, 
till September 1777, eleven or twelve ſeaſons com- 
Prized in that time, which form the audience 
habitually beheld him in, and viewing him con- 
ſtantly with one leg, till by degrees, they forgot, 
or did not ſeem to think he ever had appeared 
otherwiſe, or even wanted a leg ſuch is the force 
of habit. Now, my recollecting Mr. Foote in his 
prime of life, health, and ſpirits, and at that time 
violent, I naturally with two legs, never thought 
1 being like him as a lame man, but as like him 
as 1 could be when he was in a more perfect | 
Tate; and probably he himſelf, for the want of 
. taming, was not ſo good an actor as when cut 
ſhort; which the critic and the audience not re- 
curring to, laid a blame on the likeneſs, by my 
not appearing as 'a maimed, but a more perfect 
figure, as Major Sturgeon, than Mr. Foote had 
been for many years. I ſhould be much more like 
him now, though not for the ſame pleaſing rea- 
ſons, as age advances, and having diſlocated one 
leg, and terribly broke the other, and would much 
rather relinquiſh thoſe likenefles, but that is im- 
pofſible, ſo I muſt be agreeable to myſelf only. 

" Mylaſt night, February 6, at Covent-Garden, | 
en eee e e I had a very brilliant audience. 
The play was The Kind Impoſtor revived, 
with © The Author“ acted Don Manuel and 
Cadwallader —Theapplauſe was ſo ſtrong in the ſe- 
cond act of the 0 OW we were es to ſtop 


1 


- in Tea ; 


— 


e THE WANDERING PATENTBE: - i 
lor 4 time; but note, reader, that Mes: 88 


Was the Mrs. Cadwallader, and no wonder the 


audience were to a degree highly fatisfied.. She 


Was a charming actreſs. After the farce I . 


Mr. Foote's © Tragedy a-la- mode, or Lindamira 
4 here inſert the whole act as it was 
originally acted by Mr, Fobte and myſelf: Its 


never having been printed, may afford ſome Cllr”, 
tertainment to the reader, particularly if the gen- 
tleman or lady who honours it t with a Peruſals- 


be theatrical... | 
Be Jt worthy. 1 that 5 Mr. 


| Banniſter, Mr. Saville Carey, or others now 
give an imitation of Mr. Foote, they one and all 
do the likeneſs as lame, and as only with one leg: 
7 Somy performancesatCovent-Garden were widely- . 
different as to effect in 1760 and 1778.— As the 
| weak traits of what I could recolle& of thoſe dead 


perſonages in 1778, who had ſome years departed © 


henee, ſince 1760, were only known and recol- 


lected in a glimmering manner by one in a hun- | 


dred of the obſervant auditors; for 18 years had ; 
made ſtrange faughter with the beaux, cits, fine 


| ladies, not excepting the gods above. Now put 
me at my beſt teſt of mimiery, the which we will 


ſuppoſe, like Bayes, 1760, againſt that eminent 


actor and mimic Mr. Banniſter, jun. now in 1793, - 
Per e muſt ſink not 12 — the contraſt wy 
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| ſeeand hear, and they: are there y habituated | 
familiarized good judges, by tracing Mr. Band- 
ſter's ſimilitude of the living; which would be as 
e as paſte- board figures, and che more fub- 
ſtantial fleſh and blood, with me as an opponent; 
with materials borrowed or ſtolen, ak many of. 
thoſe perſonages (if not all) quite forgotten If 
ever I poſſeſſed any true claim to a ſuperiority at 
mimicry againſt Mr. Foote, I was much indebted 
to a flexibility of features, of which I could myſelf 
be the judge when I was right or wrong. To 
1 this in ſome degree to the reader's 


. comprehenſion, the audience in London would 


then frequently applaud 'me when aiming at Mr. 
Garrick's, Mr. Sheridan' s, or Mr. Woodward's 


manner; 1 was right as to tones, if approbation 


» 2 - 8 
8 


were to be judged as the criterion, but I did not 


feel the traits right as to face. But when as 
Mr. Barry, Moſſop, Sparks, Foote, or Shuter, they 
were inſtantaneouſly noticed before I ſpoke—Iwas 
almoſt equally lucky in my reception, when my 
caricature repreſented the much-admired and the 

beautiful Mrs. Woffington: : butthoſe likeneſſes are 
obliterated from my memory; and were I in full 

poſſeſſion, fuch a performance could not avail or 

give any entertainment to our preſent race, unleſs, 5 
to force belief, the much lamented performers 
were to ariſe from the dead; perhaps the moderns 
would excuſe ſuch a reviſit, and not wiſh to diſturb | 
their * — nk on any account whatever, 
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7 ACT II. — Fo | 
2775 - PROJECT and PROMPTER, (di covered. pe 


he . If Fuſtian comes, amt him ene ms : 
hos. 0 nat the rehearſal? - e N 


Prom. Ves; and will moſt W HOW on Friday; F 
3 Monday after ſhe begs to be excus d; — for as the in- 

tends to be fick OR RrE it vin ft be dangerous. to come - - 

out of ors — 

Prof. Well, ny B no law, ſhe muſt be indulged. 2 

Have you given Thunder and Verjuice to Tom Struttum? 

= Prom. Ves; but he ſays unleſs his daughter Lyddy „ 
den Lightening, he revolt to the other houſe. : 


* 


Proj. Let him 


i go and be damn'd ! an impudent raſcal ;— 1 
2 1 give Thunder to Lungs, and 3 a Sneak 2h 
| 1 Mr. Struttuni may march to the devil. „„ 
Prum. We had better do Romeo, mere Sir; for : 1 
: Juliet expeRs ſoon” to lie- in. She is, indeed, already ſo - .- 
: bigs that we can ſcaree get her up to the balcon . 
Prof. very pretty Zounds! we had better at once 
turn kde Stage to an Infirmary; for what with real 
complaints, and imaginary confequence, I ſhan't in a 
Oe have A 1 to 15 back - but Lil put an- end to 
OY 83 8 = MEE . 


WY 


e hear; 3 volts an an in the Geve-Boom, | 
| that no-perſon under three pounds a week, ſhall 1 8 8 | 
do be fick upon any account for the future. : 
* Prom. I'll do it, bir LO? what mall 1 r to the ; 

| lame man for low comedy? 185 
P ej. His figure is 2 Does he eome on in his 
Ty ſquints ? ? How are TI , TOI 5 
Prom. A little too ghaſtly, but he tops i ks. 2 
Proj. . that's ſomethings: en, here is ſome - 
"ow 25 5 [ xExit Prompter. 
RE. _ Enter TownLy and MANLY. | 
2 bon. ae, Project, your daue. 0 * have brought 
1 vou an old acquaintancdge. 
N Proj. What, Mr, Manly in dae nun 5 thought we 
„ os loſt you Oh, we have had a ſad mils of a 
Man. How ſo, my old friend? 3 : 
Proj. Lack- a- day, 5 your ee 3 
che critical chair, we have had nobody to check by the 
ſeverity of his judgment, the introduction of abſurd no- 
velty, or to point out and patronize real and modeſt 
merit. We are all run to weed, turn'd topſy-turvy; 
taſte is fled. Oh, Booth and Betterton! Betterton and 
: Booth! that.) was the dax Jian che age was tram 


lan. I am not ans fo 1 in that, my hs acquaint- 


. ance; deceas d merit, which we can neither fear nor 
1 envy, is always diſcerned through a, magnifying glaſs; 
wp and beſides I am afraid a good deal of the fault lies in 

o0iurſelves, age will deſtroy ſenſibility : . There's a wide 
| difference between thirty and threeſcore; neither you no- 
4 Thos: the ſame. reliſh for the NS as in rh 


1 That i 1s 3 . Manly.” RS” WE. N 
Preni. Well, well, ſee and judge. : | 1 762 1 + 
Man. For that I have no time, I hs — to-morrow 
Proj Indeed !—1 am ſorry. for that; however 'tis lucky _ 
I Ei you to-day; for I expect every moment a dramatic 
eee an r be en to n Nec ee ou his 8 
ſcheme. ͤ .. a df wt: 5 


E 2 4 
* 4 4 = Þ > £ 
2 ? * : ; 1 5 1 > hs * 
2 8 4 L . * wb 8 3-5 * 


Topal. That will 9 a ws. + NTT a FEEL 
Proj. And whim: -: 2 aol Ne 8 
Man. That will go farther. VVͤlln 
Prej. And economy . 7 : a Wy gs 
Toon. That will ſen = Ro We, 3 
e Nys but that won't be diſcern's: ; for: 1 take his - 
* to be but ED be "0 oe can . Germs it 
himſelf.— „ 1 
„„ | Enter Tvsrian. 8 ä 
| Mr. Fuſtian, your devoted. ' Give me leave to introduce 
Mr. Manly, the ableſt critic. of his time; and Mr. 
Townly, the moſt faſhionable man of farbe ages. t to your _ 
- bites acquniotbers oo i ys 
.  Faft. Sir, you. do me. er, 2 5 i - ; 
e This is a lucky encounter, a moſt Has . | 
ence for the production of your piece; for if you pleaſe > 
my old friend here, you have the critics to a man; and = 
F Mr. Fownny: bes fog, the oY. Mag is W . : | 1 
own, 1 DON. W 
: Ful. You ak my » very 1 Mr. Project the 
dre the men I wiſh to pleaſe, the Primores Populi; a fig for 
the "Populum 7. eur v voices gh a wen, 


Leun. Extren ely. 


* 


. 


#4. . : 1 
. c c — ů — —— Ä— — 


Fuß. Sir, I have many; and moſt of them calculated 


to puniſh that inſolent, 1elf-ſufficient race of people, called 


players; who, tho' but the mid wives of the Muſes, have the 
arroganee te elbow and joftle us poets, the heirs e eee 
of Parnaſſus, the genuine offspring of Apollo. W 

Man. They are a little overbearing I own 3 but theſe 
gentry are ſo frequently cloth'd with imaginaty royalty, 
that it is no wonder er Haw? and ner 
real character „ 1 af W 3 


Mau. Renesse ri ol n e 


Fuft. But they mould 3 little, Mr. Manes to 


whom they owe their crowns and their ſceptres, Why I, 


little as I ſeem to be, have made no leſs than three Em- 


perors, two Chams of Tartary, ſiue Roman Conſuls, and 


a Pope; and yet theſe raſcals are as forgetful to whom 


they owe their power, as a Member of Rorkament ph his 


Conſtituents the day after his election. „ Ng 5 
| Town. Ungrateful ,,, apo 


Fuft. But I'll clip their wings, Til 3 their pride. 


"Ty: How, Mr. Fuſtian ? that day I ſhall. -Fejoice to ſee. 
Fut. Why, I have two ſchemes y the Bk wes ahi he the 
nor See from the ſtage, : 


C2 48 
. $7 


* 


Ful. Wide of the Mark Shut up ris thintrs! 5 no, my 


defign is to furnith it with an ier, new race of Jeon ol 
Man. I don't underſtand op. | 
Fit. A little patience and I'll Apel Rüctid, in 
a letter to D. Alembert, who has recommended the eſta- 
bliſhment of a theatre at Geneva, has objected to the 
morals of the perform 


— 


I. q . nh Ys 
. ; N fe 


Harte oor ome ee 


mers; and inſindates, that their con- 5 


: 2 influence e might Re the Wonder! Parts of the 
N Rates. e 


2 


E 


* ” 
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. Wes, ne but Nom 1 have a ſeems ber Mtbecu- 


Z a ſet of actors beautiful i in their perſons, decent in 


their demeanor, and of an exceeding nice -morality ; - 
ſlaves to no paſſions, warp'd by eee WE 2 07 5 
to no party. In ſhort—— 


A blameleſs race of ſouls Gnas; a pI 0 0 1 7 1 
In action faultleſs, and in honour WD op FO, 
| Who brook no promiſe, ſerv'd'no private no 
"Who gain'd no title, and who loſt no friend. | 
10 a word, gevtiranen,.. they Tiles l 6. t of 2 


: : IG. 


- Town, AC eee at 
Fa. "rs Yor? aer __ ons T eee e. emed, | 


Fas eee e enges the ae For who ever 


 adts not upon his own principles, but condeſcends to re- 
ceive direction and motion from another, is to all intents 


and purpoſes, though compoſed of fleth and ORs. as 


5 arrant a puppet as mine of wood and wire. 


Men. Why, you are quite a Juvenal, Mr. Fuſtian. bs 
Ful. Let the ſtruck deer go weep. Well, your opinion 


of my plan, gentlemen ? But I had better communicate 
the other I have _ Tu Re then HER more able to 
| advise. . | 


Proj. Let us bear . N | 
-. Fuft. Why, tho' as I can't in ith Giſt infance baniſh -- 
al living beings from the ſtage, yet I bave. contriv'd to 
do the whole por of the ſcene wa mou aid WA one. per- 


. "Only Jaw a 5 eh . 1 3 a "Lec of 5 


i a pains and N time our inovern N 18 


5 ; 


Z + excepted). ave. 0 aur, Tags 
ks, its true, the laws of the ſtage require; ribs could 


I . not we contrive, by retrenching all ſuperfluous 

_ _- . ages, by pruning irregular ſhoots, and lopping diſeaſed 

5 bumbs, to compreſs all * pich and matter of es Hye 

„ "nds: into fifteen minutes. XY 

Toon. An:ingenious: contrivance-! 4 Bur . mill the 

4 | public reliſh the ſterility. of the repaſt ? 

i | Fut. Vou mean the want of variety of eee 

4 : vou mils the point: . Lack-a-days. Mr. Townly, it is not 

* the play, but the player; not the exploits of a Richard 
or a Tamerlane, but the fame of his repreſentative. that 

the people come to ſee. If then we can get rid of all the 

| ſupernumary per ſonages, and the whole buſineſs of the 

ſcene into one mouth, we can eaſe the poet's. labour, 
leſſen the manager's expence, oy 0 our own NOR _ 
tt the favourite actor. 

1 %. But er enn Wia den 


8 
1 5 


LU piece, that not only demonſtrates. the poſſibility, but pro- 
priety of the deſign... My A is 1 Srv: * 2 8 


and wy characters are, „ 
5 - GOLCONDUS, the "ER 12 | 
„„  CRONTES, the Kinaz 125 


'TRIBUS, the ConripanT; 4 

F LIND AMIRA, the Las. Ho 

ES: The firſt to be fleſh and = whe reſt ae. 
2-6 Man. Paſteboard ! 7%, 
Fruſt. Ves; ; for as N but the nk is to 8 
what materials the other e are AKA ans „ is 
"7 indifferent. 8 
Tu. 9 as is new. 9 5 „„ 


Ba Nothing ſo eaſy.” I have aw 10 n my 1 PORN a 


; 
— 
* 


8-3 1 A great deal will 4 Ae upon els execution. e ; 
i 8 Fuf. I fee you ſtill have your doubts but mark tb 
5 end; and if I don't produce every character, incident, 1 

embarraſs, diſcovery, ſurpriſe, if my plot is not regular, Ls 


— 


5 my denouꝭment natural, and my cataitrophe affecting; = 
| if my ſentiments are not ſtrong, and my n ne —7 


lock me from pen and ink for ev'rÿ er. 14 
een You promiſe. mnchs!: oe hu ile EE | 


4 „ Nay more; —not a groan nor a „ a UL 1 | 
: | tuilt nor a torture, - not a ſtab nor a ſtart. - not a reel EX YN 
nor a hr ters nd Feine ſhall poem! in the gu OS... 1 
1 of the piece. | 3 . 1 | 
un Man. Well gh? ng |} 
I” Be A INE hey eren: Wo } 
d enen oO 
1 my man come with the ns”, po 1 Ee © J 
Prom. No, Sir. e e | 
5 Fuſt. Puſh on one ; of hs. e as Tribus the 
A 5 Confdant. As the firſt ſcene of a traged is, from the 
* banging of doors, the ruſtling of ſilks, and the medi- 
ocrity of the per formers, ſeldom attended to, and contains . 
indeed little more than a map of the country where the 
. poetical magic has conveyed us, with an account of the - 
King and the Queen; and the reſt of the 224 you will 
not Pe is. that up. 5 Fe . | | 
Te Then enter, Golcondus and Tribus. HE 
f . sckxx, a R YAL CHAMBER. 1 
1 > orodaves and TrIBYS on oppoſite ane 
Prince. Welcome, thou boſom 8 of my. foul, "> ; 
'Let me repoſe within thy faithful breaſt _— 


P SY rg 2 on > OA A ts oder 4 > AAR RR a> en. 


— 


The anguiſh that torments Bn. 
Tas on the fatal Gay 1 that Crontes „„ 
Join'd in wedlock with Bardella, on e 
At early dawn I ſdught the wood's receſs, | Uo 
There muſing mop'd, the lay minutes march d 


- 


— 


With ſlow and ſplemn pace, when to my view | yi; 
A radiant form appear'd, divinely nn zi Wo! 
Twas Lindamira's ſelf, _ _—_ yy" 1 
Her heaven of beauty, | Yrs 1 * 1 
 Think'ſt thou the matchleſs mai il hear 

My vows?” | 2 5 
Think'ft thou the ing vill 6 er r reful her. 1 85 

To me? . 

oh! . cannot hes the ie. a 

Tul. Puſh on Lindawira. | * 


Enter Lani DAMIRA in fall treſes 1 5 Train and Page. 


Prince. But ſoft ye, no for Lindamira « comes: . 
Oh, cruel maid | if ever faithful lover 
Doated like me !—If ever. Oh! by 1 88 . 5 Fre: 
And doſt thou yield ?—She does, ſhe does! 5 
Ve waters gently. glide,—winds cates... . | 
The e e eee 
Ob, thou enchanting 985 0 i 5 
Stars fall from heav'n, ſuns forget to riſe, 

And Chaos come, when Lindamira dies. 


og? Exit avith 9 
| | [Excunt . Figures. 


Put ore _—_ the act. 


Town, The act is ſhort, Mr. Fuſtian. : | 
Man. But yet every Oe is done Sat: the [dramatic 
laws require. | 
9 25 W sir! you: are introduced tot the charaRters, 


AoE. ey 
the plot add" and there i is the renne of a . 
cataſtrophes. OD . 5 
. That is true. „„ „ 15 
Fuft. Now the rules require that the” next aſt mu 
throw a rub in the way. | W " | 
Man. Oh! abſolutely iel e 5 eee 


Fuß. Secundum artem, upon my honour, . but 


40 proceed 1. toe unter the Prince in the Profences | 
| ee in _ reflection, e 


Euter Prnce,. 


| Police, How frail is man 1 

Perplex! Surely the 8 ab 4 4 trumpet blows 55 
But hark! the ſprightly trumpet ſpeaks . 

The King 5 e Down, down my heart. 


f- Enter the . e e 
oh, Royal Sir! ire eer your ſuppliant dave ten King, 
How! refus d! darkneſs and devil? 
Deyn OO allegiance ! _ Cl Ons 

Enter LIxI DAMIR 4 4. 0 
on! my fair, art thou too witneſs of OF. 
Dire diſgrace — 


Say, can a father's barſh „ 1 
Controul? Then thou ne'er lord 1 


: Curs'd be the hours, the trees, VV ee 
i The ſun, the ſex, and every thing . 
WG But her- Oh! my raſh tongue! _ „ 
- Fa! ſee, ſhe faints, ſhe faints — Ha! ſee, revives, 
ie | Revives !—Oh! ecſtaſy ! | SEE 
And wilt thou ſeek with me PRs happier 95 1 
2 | Where fathers, mother 3, friends we n meet no more. 5 


— 


85 * 
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8 1 296 — 
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FA 5 : 
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have a Palmy Grove, Mr. project N 8 TOY 
: Proj. Im afraid not. We haue a flat of oak, with a 
ſet of elm wings. ” : 
| Fuft. They will do.. T meet, ＋ y. in the Glove, : 
and prepare for flight, there we muſt rouze a florm, 


12 ſadtlen the Ae rr cn All their 1 4 and omg their 
diſtreſs. 5 e 
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Tue merchant. thus at home a hankrapt. 8 
seeks out another clime and drives another aer 15265 
[Exit PRINCE leading LINDAMIRA, | | 
4 Well WM Dios how do you-like the progreſs? 
Man. Infinitely. Vou have given us _ the rub and 
the removal; but how do we proceed? 0 


- Fat. The moſt naturally in the N e 


are now, you know, to meet in the my Groi 


Man. You 3 a 1 of ed 25 ä 
Fuft. Buſy. as ores N the ow e as in aue 

e., ; e > 
eerne, a by Soar 8 darkened.” 


Euter the Plc. | 
Prince. Night—black brow'd Night, Queen < of the 
bon Wand” 
' Has o'er the world her fable mantle: as Z's 
While Philomela in melodious ſtrains, RIES + 
Her ſad ſorrows to the liſt 'ning ee, „ 
Fut. There are lines, „ 5 ; 178 
Man. Poetical indeed. . 


Fut. Fine! To the lift ning winds.” 25 _ e 


Priace. The ſtarry hoſt— VV . 
But buſb, my ſoul, for Li ndamird comes ab Ss: 
Enter LinDAMIRA. „ | 
She e e my love! for thy © 
Approach, c'en time itſelf ſtood ſtill. 


Mer, VF 
I. And berg in compliance to Sia; the overs ſtand 
ſtill too; and in the midſt of A ſentimental conference on 
love, virtue, the moon wen Io Owe wheat are MINI . 


by the King's G. 
Enter four Guanns, 4200 on each fide | 
Prince. Boge ! will you tear ber from? mee = [Ee 
Let lool your hoid 8 
Vou muſt not, ſhall OIL Ws. 1 bak „ 
; My. eye-ſtrings crack, my eye-balls 1 ung . 
. And quite deform the faſhion of my oa 3 ” | f hg | HE 
So the firſt man from Paradiſe exil' d, OY 3 12 oo 5 
With fond reluctance views the blooming end; 
Robb'd of the dear companion of his „„ 
To all his former pleaſures bids a long good night. „„ 
Love, death, n fire, water Fo 
1 e | forever! : _ [Both fore” 4 of on 7 contrary lar. 


„ 
ly 


* . Seni, ren „ 
A ſhow, aß Lambs up, then enter the Parxce, 1 
ö Prince. Thank Ye, my. friends—thank ve, my 
Fellow ſubjects for ye have given me liberty, 3 
Ve have given me life - but what is life 55 = 1 
Without my Lindamira But 1 1 co a AG 
By heavens ſhe comes? 8 gas 5 „ 
Ek tis ſhe! and we that ain be happy.” —_— 


ae TLinpa ita weeping, air au Ve. 1 5 
= Wie means that boſom” s heaving? e 
| 2 Why burſt thoſe tears? ſpeak ee qo a 
Deſtruction No, he could not! durſt bot? 8 
I Marry thee?! force thee to his bed Re ” Tv 

; 1 the dire thundro 2 o'er bs head. N 


<1 oe. — — 
— . 7—.— EET IA 2 ery et LR 
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| Entomb'd with Lindawfra let me reſt; 


by che deceasd 


khau? 7 e 


Is it ſo —ha! ps the ales! Wn dies 1 er . £ 
She's dead. 


fall.” 


Welbr wen! welk! What-wöünt then becomes of mer 


Oh! I will follow my advent rous love. Tha 2 


| But hark! the King ! „ W = 0 n hs 1 oy FOE! 


wm ind and Triwvs. FO : 5 
n like a ſerpent ſteal into his boſom, „„ WEe ho 


| And ſting him home. * [Stabsthe King 0 bis Me 


This for myſelf. We Habs himſelf with his fiſt. 
[Te o Tribus aubo, 1 . up his l, andi 15 going z0 kill 1 : 


This too. is well. = 


| Tribus, T charge thee tive. _ IKEA 5 
Oh! if humanity can touch thy 3 8 . 


Tell my ſad tale, that all the world may weep, 

I m very dene kiſs, good night, I'm fait 1 
5 405 5 5 * . 

Put 80 it not poi mournfur!” 5 

Man. But Wee the e Mr. F 


n 


gives the moral 33 | VT | 
Fuſt. Why, as all the 5 are 11 15 ty' 11 "A 


: death, 1 intend to clap, the moral into the Epilogue, 
which may be given HOES: to the cuſtom of the ſtage, 
ince.. Come, will your-Highneks get 


up and give us the Faihi in [ſtroke with AOL 29 de- 


e e W 
T 0 W 3. * 


Prince. Let 


e ben Dd x rt woes 3 1 


| Te 0 wed their rage, PRES We N pleaſe. 9 
| oy, $126.45 pts ve * Ex. e . 


1 2 b 4 
7 - 2 . 85 * . 47 3 £3 8 10 * 8 2 


er an: 1 poiſon y = 


Fo Mins p 2 7 
Ran * - 
: N : Is. 
# 7 2 


7 * - 
> 


| Colonel, but he had not che good luck to pleaſe. 
1 was out of favour by going to London, there- 
fore any perſon, of my appointing was not to be 


However, Ng kind behaviour 1 and the e ; 2 + 


1 1 marry. that. is wholeſome advice and I dare, 
fag will be univerſally followed. 

Ft. Ay, ay, Mr. Manly, my. 7 i not only TE I 
the ſtage, but the world. But I have not half done; 
hitherto 1 have only bounc'd in the buſkin 3 now fee 
how genteely I Oe _ gags Mets Ss mow 
tlemen, is I 

Tour. Oh, we mall fatigue wa abe desde it 
is our hour of Amins; Wi; Mr. Fuſtian will Fommunicary, 
over a Detect ot OT ee i EI 

Foft. With pleafure,. ol : : 
To this one mark, all my ambition tends; „ „ 
When h here to p pleats we . at me 1 friends. | „ 
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Wulle in 13 mee” winter 1778, Thad” en= 
Mr. Digges, a gentlemen of family, edu- 
and well, eſtabliſhed on the ſtage, during 


my 1 expedition. 2 He acted Richard, 
Cato, Falſtaff, Sir ohn Brute, and the — 


encouragedz not from any, particular compliment 
to me, but | for my no | being. i 1n leading-ſtrings 
by the proprietors, and daring to give myſelf, a 
month's: relief, and take a benefit i in London 
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lent; and > . 1 
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0 ters my final Get ha JP N 18, Viieea i w, 
be anxious about the feelings of the public for 1 
my irreparable loſs. 1 muſt obſerye that I mana- 1 


ger muſt be a dolt, who on a trip to London 
does not glean ſome good things, as cate! * * „ 

N his friends and patrons in the count. 
My being in London, — of = = 

the" proprietors, who looked on «themſelves as t 
my maſters, more than my being ſole director, 
brought them to ſuch extremes of anger, and the b 
Intereſt. money. not. having turned out equally I 
lucrative the ſecond as the firſt year of their en- t 


— 


tering into the hazard of W money, which 
- was only 100 guineas each, and not only a ticket 
of admiſſion to all the lebe, in "the circuit, but 
chat ticket transferable, that'in ſhort they grew 
A to. dhe Yoon 17 0 0 : No Natzonal 


0 8 3 bo 
* 


ET their ban Shit een 1 App engl Wan 3 and 
8 1 I have now in my poſſeſſion. "The agree 
ment made on my ern part was, chat » 
would. only take half the' receipt of the” 100 ruſe on 
f my benefit nights at York, Hull, and Leeds, the 
| a => other half to be thrown i into the confition ock 
for our general advantage: In' hott)" How an 
agreement ſo plain as ſaying, «Mr. WII dn tb 
N half the receipt, us could give them a a ege 
ä 
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| ths 28 5 uſual 3 at my . was. | 


very ſtrange z but as a ſimilar accident happened 
after that period, 1 will leave the: diſcuſſion fora. . 


8 


time perhaps not fo proper, yet more conyeni- 5 
ent and applicable. In ſhort, the oppoſition grew 5 


to ſuch lengths as might juſtly have been im- 


puted. to faults on all ſides : For my. own part I was 5 | 
truly unhappy 3 5 for 1 not approving of controul, 1 
and they being ſo very oyerbearing, who enjoyed. 25 
good intereſt for their money, beſides the privilege 8 
of tickets, &c. and their property as individuals A; 


trifle, mine my chief dependence., However at 
laſt by the paſſion of Jjealouſy,. the love of power, 


their thirſt. for controul, and mine for abſolute 


way, both parties were ſo circumſtanced, in- 


volxed, and difatisfied, i it was impoſſible to pro- : 


ceed with ſatisfaction. ; N ow. for me Who 
loved liberty and proteſted to be as free as air, 


it would have been a ſcene of miſery ; for by per- 3 


petual jars, we fell into the miſeries of a civil 
Wax. I convened. a meeting, proteſted my dif- 
like of their treatment, had ſecured the good 


written opinion of Mr. Murphy , on the ſubject, 
which. aid. e 8 have x now in poſſeſſion. | 50 


need not ad that it is a ſenſible opinion. when 1 
mention the name of Mr. Murphy, nor that it 


met. with n my. approbation will not be wondered 


at, as. it perfectly. coincided. in every point with 
my own wiſhes, t therefore Was undoubtedly derer, 
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- trovertibly the beſt. 


the proprietors, and iuform the reac 
7 of the then | 
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clear, and deciſive... T declared to th 
my unhappineſs and diſlike, and offered to ra 


1 * 


the money, and pay them the three thouſand 


guineas in fix months : this they accepted; ſome 


of them from a belief that I could not raife the 
1 money, others not being fatisfied with their bar- 


gain, “ Conſent being mutual ſaved the lawyer's 


fee.” 80 all parties were pleaſed; I am fureT 


was tr uly happy, and never regretted my re- 
purchaſe from that hour to this, and firmly 


lieve no theatre can be conducted with Either 
pleaſure, content, or profit, where ſo many heads 
muſt puzzle and confound each other. When we 
parted, all enmity and bickerings ended; we were 
allongoodfriendly terms; ILwasto raiſe che money, 


and pay them before January 1779. Indeed 1 
have luckily experienced whenever Thave wanted 
money, which will at times be the caſe, Lever 


| have a friend will ſupply. me, my word i 1s Judged 


truly ſufficient, and of that the reader will ex- 
cuſe and. pardon my, being a little yain 3, not that 


TP have 5 right to boaſt of what ought 1 to be, and I 


Hope is general, the poſſeſſion. of common. ho- 


neſty, which pays in good intereſt, being i incon- 


; „ fs 
I will quit the ſubject 88 15 pte and 
At der, that when 


1 


in London, I had ſecured a co 
high flouriſhing new Comedy of '&& The Scl 
for Scandal,” which was acted at York for r my 


he Ptöprister 4 


POTN S IP TEAS: 23 2 8 2 0 


Pr 


ef „ on Tueſday, April 21, 1778. It was 

well produced, I had paid great attention to the 
manners of the performers, WhO all excelled in 
their different parts, and it was one of the beſt: 
acted plays I hadſeen in London: Indeed, take 

it for als in all, the beſt—* Every Mani in his Hu- 
; mour” excepted, which certainly, when revived _ 
by Mr. Garrick, was a credit to him, his actors, 
and his audience; and the play being almoſt ob- _ 
ſolete, rendered it a taſk, and a teſt of his per- 
: formers abilities. The School for Scandal” did 
not want any aſſiſtance in my power, Mr. Inch- 


bald ſiniſhed the particular ſcene: with great 


credit, and acquired much approbation, and ijt 

really Was at that time a well- acted play at Vork, . 
aud was ſo exactly followed as to exits, entrances, 
and fituations, that -a London. viſitor. at Tork 
; would have been lurpriſed at the ſimilitude.; but 


| Play like myſelf, has had its golden days, 


and is ſunk into a mediocrity. It was then 
looked on as a prodigy: It is a play of ſuch ſter- 
| Unig-mekitz as muſt ever keep the ſtage and make 
the author reverenced as a man of pnbounded _ 
genius, if he had- not. given (as he certainly has) ö 5 
many evident proofs of the higheſt exaltation of 
fentiment, wit, and a ſuperior underſtanding, as 
an orator, in the Houſe of Commons, beſides his 
£.Duenna,” © Cxitie, Ties which will L-annks: hin. 2 


e 
On. 
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1 „ wt; need not ſay that the School for Scandal ren- 
„ dered me great ſervice, my audiences muſt have 
been unlike all others had it not, and I muſt 
os __ deviated in'taſte and judgment. e 
Mrs. WBB, on her return to her engagement 5 
for the ſummer ſeaſon, * came from Edinburgh to 
Tork, and acted a few nights, and with much 
approbation: he firſt appearance was in Mrs. 
Heidleburgh, 'T wrſday, May 14, 1778. On 55 
the 22d of May, Mrs. Massty acted Jane Shore, 
and Zara in Zara, for her benefit. Maſſey had 
50 wonderful opinion of her abilities, and the lady 
not behind hand in the ſame. She was very 2 
: | though not deſtitute of ſome degree of merit. 
On opening at Leeds, Lady Fleming (now Hare- 
| woos) Honoured F me ; with ee my 5 Di u- : 


| 5 85 17755 which was . IT . — 4 
that evening, to a genteel and crowded audience. 
The Hitchcocks had left me chat farmer, boned 
CY were. gone to the Hay-Market. %% age | | 
MI. Davis, well known for his faſhionable a 
. 5 tage in all tragedy Beere made a ſtage trial in 
3 a Edwin,! in 5 Matilda“ on Friday July 3, 17985 but 
1 he and the Muſes did not agree. The York tage, : 
and indeed the London and Dublin Theatres 
h is a in embel- : 


= have been r indented: for | 


1 

7 
{ 
[ 
7 
Yi 


1 ede pb; een 1 Thank dee, in b teat : 
Jam now ſcribbling, 2 Variety of Oey” 3 1 


me after that to York race- week, where ſhe acted 
nearly the ſame. routine of characters, and Mr. - ; 
Jefferſon Don John! in.* The Chances, &c. . 


Hows 5 al Spa EVO in 1 ; 
under. the direCtion of the ſaid gentleman. 5 
Monday, July 1778, Mr. Kennedy had a bene- -_ 
* when my old acquaintance Mr. JEFFERSON, 1 
formerly of Drury-Lane, performed Ranger, and — 
Miſs JARRATT, a beautiful girl, with a good voice, 
acted that ſeaſon, : at Leeds, the Maid of the Mill, 5 | 
Leonora! in «The Padlock,”. | Roſetta, &c.. 5 Sbe | {2 
was. deſervedly much OI not more ſo in ax 


of her performances, than when ſinging the ſong of 


«Jockey and the Roſe.” Miſs Jarratt alſo Plane 
- with me on a ſhort trip to Halifax, and went with - 


On Tueſday Auguſt 27, Mr. CawpeLs, mana- - 
ger of the Scarbro Theatre, acted Young Philpot 
to Miſs. Jarratt's Maria: He was well received, | 
but there are many characters he would have 
filled to much more advantage. In his Dar .. | 
Lover, the Mayor i in Mr. Foote's Nabob, 5 . 
many comedy parts of peculiar dry eccentric © | 
caſt, he has few competitors on any ſtage: Beſides. | |} 
| his:general utility, he is a great favourite with 28] 
the ladies——A. play at Scarbro* would be. a bore 4 
withe out Mr. Cawdell. 3 | 

"Mr, Jefferſon and Wits Jarratt alſo N 
at Wakefield and at Doncaſter.— At the races, 
at the latter place, T may. date an honourable 
8: vell LS a, a pleaſurable Event, kor. on Wed — 


0 r 2 ? ww 5 : 
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5 Beldey, Sept. Lp 17785 13 Was to ac 
Teazle, When 1 received the unexpected fayour 
of ea note of invitation from Lord Sürry, (now 
155 his Grace of Norfolk) to dine mug with him 


. ͤ ᷣũ . ͤ˖ mn II 
2 .. ow . 8 
g 8 7 
* | 7.1 6 
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and what was fill more ſuperior 


"Sj Per | 


and ” friend. on a haunch of veniſon at the 


4» 


5 Red Lion. 5 cannot reſiſt the impulſe of relating - 
this circumſtance, and hope, it will not, diſpleaſe 
his Grace, as that day was the cauſe of my price - 


„ 


and What ſhare of ſenſe poſſeſſed being elated; 
Ir. and highly gra- . 
tifying. to my pride and feelings, I have been ſo a 
truly fortunate as, to have preſerved his Grace's 


[ good will from that period to this, and have been 
often under great obligations to his Grace for 
many acts of kindneſs; ; and I here beg he will 


favour me with accepting my acknowledgments, 
for I never returned my thanks in profeſſing com- 
pliments, and knew. his. Grace of Norfolk had 


not time to ſpare for accepting adulation from 


my ipſeriority ; ; and indeed I have often queſtions . 


ed myſelf asto the being too remiſs; If I have, it 


has not been from a want of inward gratitude, for 
T thought a great deal, though I ſaid never a word. 
Wedneſday October 7, 1798, the often · men- 


. tioned” Mr. and Mrs. King returned once more, 


after her non-ſucceſs at Drury-Lane, which T have - 
before, in ,this book, given an, account of.” He - 


ated Daſbwould, , and ſhe Lady Bell; in Mr. Mur- 


5 5 phy? s, Know Your Own Mind. But the loſs of 


faſhion, n not being EOS above in the. me N 
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opinion: of the people; a proof of Mr. Sheridan's 8 


| remark being juſt “ how few people chooſe to 8 | 


: r gland the fatigue of judging for themſelves.” * 


1 From the good ſucceſs of the ſhort: ſeaſon / 
at Wakefield, (many perſons aſſuring me the 


audience there did not think they had plays 


= enough) J returned for a week; the Company be- 
„ greatly reinforced with Mr. John Kemble, 
Mr. and Mrs. King, Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock, 

Mr. Wood from the Hay Market, and a Mr. 


* 


Waylett, then a young actor, and ſon to a Mr. 


Waylett, who formerly lived in the Savoy. 
5 Tue public not conſidering at Wakefield, that 
18 naturally where there i is kind treatment, encou- 
. ragement, and money- coming in, the Manager 
will not be averſe, but rejoice to attend, — but the 


= \ 


extraordinary ex pence is never by the million once 


thought of: They in idea convey. a troop: of 
comedians as eaſily from one diſtrict to another, 

4 as they ſuppoſe a troop» of horſe obey orders 

from the War Office, However, that I might not 


5 appear obſtinate, J that year gave the performers 


an addition of ſalary, and tried the experiment 


| of an additional week at Wakefield. I had formed 
L great hopes; not only from a reliance on af urances 


and general 5 but above all from 0 at 
waklion of novelty. „ ; 


With the addition of ſuch 2 as: now mens 


| Lined, 18 forward at . BY ts 
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Mr. Wilkinſon— 


= 5015 its uſual ſeaſon) was done with a full intention 


neighbourhood, to beſpeak the firſt play, « Ta- 
merlane”—Tamerlane, Mr. Cummins 7 
elima, PR Okt rad 
Mrs. King, with © The Deſerter, —Henry,..Mr. .. 


| _Wood—Simpkin, Mr. Suett—Louiſa, Mrs. Hitch- - 
cock z but Lam aſhamed. to fay. the receipt Was 
only 121.—Tueſday, - « As You Like It, and 


« Cymon,” only 81. Wed day, Mr. — of 


5 made his firſt appearance in Captain Plume, with 
2 Pantomine, 121.— Thurſday, a benefit, <4 Grecian : 8 


Daughter,” with a flouriſhing bill, 29l.— Friday, E 


John Milnes, Eſq. favoured me with beſpeaking a 


play, and though he actually gave many tickets 


away, yet plays on our return were ſo little fol- 
lowed at Wakefield, and had become ſo unfaſhion- 5 


able, that even on that occaſion there was but 151. - 
I was reduced to deſire a benefit, to get off if poſ- - 


ſiüble with ſafety with bag and baggage, - and i in- 
5 2 the following paragraph: 


„As Mr. Wilkinſon's opening the Theatre, — . 


5 to pleaſe the public, though attended not only 2 
« with infinite trouble, byt alſo. extraordinary ex a 
te pence, and as the receipts of the three firſt houſes - 1 
cc have not been adequate even to the incidental 5 1 
ce nightly charges, Mr. Wilkinſon imagines his 
« taking a benefit will not be deemed improper, | = 1 
«-but meet with the ART and erben 0 72 
$ thopdienceR”” ee eee, | -1 
. | > „%% 
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and in the Houſe of Commons. The play was 5 
60 The Roman Father, with variety of enter- 
tainments, and the Bürteits of „Midas, but 


che receipt was only 3el.—80 that, after all my 
a trouble, left Wakefield, and I may truly ſay, 1 


1 had not any reaſon to be apprehenſive of rob- 
5 bers when * and my officers, with guards 1 
: A nts, marched for Hull winter quarters. 


At Hull I once more engaged that Thaleſtris of 
- ke "ing Mrs. Montague, whom I have before 55 
of 5 noticed and from the nature of the neceſſary 
;rogrefion to be obſerved in this Journal, ſhall 
have occaſion'to'mention her again, as I mean to 


7 carry it on, if my health will permit, till the year 
5 1794, after which I will fink down with my fruit- — 
es pen, and never plague my friends, focs, or the 
0 i public with either my wrongs, my cares, my „ | 
- i _ cefles, or my failures; my marchings or counters _ | 
2 marchings. But to return, as is neceflary, to Mrs. | 
„ Montague, 1 muſt obſerve, that after ſhe was ad- xl 
3 > vertiſed for * ee, Fer ans 1 Oh, 20 1778, 5 5 ö 


ich ſhe had 
i _ lefeHul; 261 en olired} Aa, Abi asſhe 
= Was, her great heart failed; ſhe was not bold, her _ 
| J bounce of courage forſook her, and ſhe retreated 55 
from the field of battle and wrote the 9 „„ 


: "ook ide ene; he ſ is FECT _ 
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5 « Fee for Taueſday n | next, 2 gif — | 
; « pointed of her coming according to eee 
ce thinks it incumbent. on him, as a duty to the 


5 hy tion. For ſhould IT go to Hull, and not be ſuf- 
. fered to perform, it muſt be a conſiderable. loſs 
5 0 2 1 TL 1 in future. Am, Kc. 13 


5 « ments are. If they will promiſe to fuer FG 
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te public, to account for what has happened. Mr. 


S Wilkinſon never heard that her: appearance 
-._ © would be diſagreeable at Hull Theatre, chere 
cet fore i imagines her reaſons to be ill-founded, but 


te refers to her own letter, (of which the following 


5 2 « f is an exact copy) as the moſt conciſe and plain 
; * method of acquitting himſelf, 7 va | 
+10 2 the «0? ſtate of the Affair ö 


VV 2778. 
15 tc T have an a defire to give up my engage 
© ment with you on account -of the oppoſition 


© which 1 hear is now in agitation againſt me at 
„ Hullz the injury I may ſuſtain from 
e makes me with to decline all thoughts of Hull. 


thence, , 8 


1 Call me not capricioug, for I aſſure you I ha 


4 a e myſelf infinite pleaſure from. playing 


ta- 


bc there, but dare not riſk my theatrical L 


2 © ConSTANTIAT [ONTAGOE.” 
. N. B. You'll vas: what the town's real ſenti= | 


9 1 Will come. Write ſoon. i 3 & Trot 
I accordingly wrote to her, Ss her! 3 


- | 5 all Would be wells 3 and on her WO the follow=. 
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« by letter 10; 
15 c haviour was: unjuftifiable, and on that account 
7 Would for ſeven. nights, quit an eligible . 


= = tion, on purpoſe to pay her reſ; 


* 


5 66 and gentlemen of Hi and if approved of at 
s juncture, hopes to rec eceive a welcome as an 
reſs on ſome future occaſion. Mr. Wilkin- 
1 ſon has only to add, that his intentions at this 
<c period are to give variety and. ſati 
es that if Mrs. Monta ntague's endeas | 
now pleaſe the audience, it wilt 
fathles, and reſtore her to their 
©. _ The aid 5 3 the people, and it 
. was unanimouſly agreed. to pardon. the Fair Fug | 
cl hut when the ac e it 
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bs very goo 5 5 and never Uh 0 any more: The 
11 pardon of courſe followed with plaudits, and he 
ah as reſtore 0 favour, had a good benefit and all 

as Seal ß wo 23 ” 2 „ 
f That wer veteran Mr. 
ing and we who had 8 ge many years, the 


Weſton and the Shuter of Yorkſhire, finding 


. Wilkinſon, that her former be. 
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8 obs years a ke not Ps to ns; 1 E 
Kr crime life of conſtant acting (Which certainly, 
es oi y ears Tenckicr thereliſh of playing walt 


Ts 122 


og 54 enk of bie Hull friends as a ſta ge 
41 actor on 5 — __ 3: 177 8; in th. 


at . on Gon Jab 860.5 57701 in Ser ; 
The following para 7 ; pt "Wa: ee at che | ro 
tom of nis bil!!! ie and FOE >: 
4 Convinced by age A its 1 ar eee 
4 8 it is high time to quit the? tle of the Thea- 

155 « tre, Mr. Robertſon bumbly hopes, that upon 8 
this occaſion (his laſt benefit, and with which Mr. 
og Wilkinſon has kindly befriended him) he wall 
« © be honoured with the ſame indulgence he has ſo 
often experienced from the gentlemen and la- 
e dies of York, to whom he ſhall ever be roud of 
4 * owning himſelf under the higheſt obligations. 
Hexe, my weary, good-natured fellow Gazelle 

or reader, if vou are tired, as I have too much 
reaſon to fear you are, we will repoſe under the 
firſt friendly ſhade or ſhrubbery, or at the half- | 
way houſe, and take refreſhment, to enable 
1 ſtrength and ſpirits, with good mmour, to 
| forget the fatigue, and. 1 + Orgy to accom-". f 
e our een s end. „ WE: © 
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